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Note to the Press

Opening of Pacific Regional Center for the Implementation of the Basel and Waigani Conventions

Geneva, Switzerland 18/10/03—

A Pacific Regional Center was launched today to combat increasing levels of waste in the South Pacific.

The Pacific Regional Center results from a Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Secretariat of the Basel Convention
 and the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP).  The Center will target training, technology transfer and awareness raising activities for the joint implementation of the Basel and Waigani Conventions in Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Fiji, Republic of Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Tuvalu. 

The Center will support the development of national legislation and provide technical guidelines implementing the Conventions. It will also promote ratification of the Basel and Waigani Conventions. 

In the South Pacific, increasing quantities of hazardous waste due to rapid economic growth and urbanization, the lack of controls on imported chemicals and the lack of capacity to manage a range of pollutants have been issues of serious concern. Per capita consumption of imported and processed goods on some islands in the region may soon rival that of developed countries and about 80 percent of hazardous wastes result from imports from developed countries
. The approximate existing waste quantities of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) in the region include 180 tonnes of waste oil, 135 tons of potentially PCB contaminated oil, 330 tons of waste bitumen, 160 tons of waste timber treatment chemicals, and 87 tons of waste fertilizers among others
. 

The Basel Convention is the world’s environmental agreement on wastes. It covers nearly 160 national governments and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the inappropriate management of waste. The Basel Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. The Convention covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes which are being move from one country to another. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

Although nuclear testing in the Pacific ended in 1996, the shipment of plutonium and high-level nuclear wastes continue to threaten the region.  First signed in 1999, the Waigani Convention bans the importation into South Pacific Forum countries of hazardous and radioactive wastes (the latter are not part of the Basel Convention) and controls the transboundary movement and management of hazardous wasted within the South Pacific region. It targets hazardous wastes, including radioactive and nuclear wastes, transported around the region’s 38.5 million square kilometres of blue water, the biggest expanse of open ocean on the planet. 

Present at the signing were Ms Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention Secretariat, and Mr Asterio Takesy, Director of the South Pacific Regional Environmental Programme (SPREP).

“The opening of the Pacific Regional Center is a crucial development for both Conventions. It is the tool which ensures their practical implementation and helps promote environmentally sustainable development” said Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention. 

For Mr. Takesy, Director of SPREP “the opening of the Pacific Center empowers the region to handle the transport and management of hazardous wastes efficiently by making global legislation and know-how available and adaptable to regional and local needs.”

The decision to set up the Pacific Regional Center was taken at the sixth Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention in December 2002.

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Michael Williams, UNEP Information Unit for Conventions, at +41 22 917 82 42 or +41 79 40 91 528 (cell) or Michael.Williams@unep.ch or Nicole Appel, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Appel@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int

� Basel Convention on the Control of the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (www.basel.int)


� South Pacific Regional Environment Programme 2002 Annual Report


� UNEP Global Programme for Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based activities
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