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Basel Convention

Indonesian-Swiss Country-Led Initiative (CLI) to improve the effectiveness of the Basel Convention 

Concept Note

1. Context for initiating the CLI:

The President of COP 9 of the Basel Convention called through its statement on the possible way forward on the Ban Amendment (Document UNEP/CHW.9/CRP.20 and Decision IX/26) for a process to explore means by which the objectives of the Ban Amendment might be achieved. 

Based on this statement, Switzerland and Indonesia have initiated this “Country-led Initiative” (CLI) 

2. Objectives of the CLI 

The objective of this Initiative is to develop recommendations for the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention (COP 10) for a way forward to protect vulnerable countries without adequate capacity to manage hazardous wastes in an environmentally sound manner from unwanted import of hazardous waste and to ensure that transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, especially to developing countries, constitute an environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes as required by the Basel Convention.
Therefore, the CLI should provide a process for informal, open-minded and dynamic consultations among key players with the following objectives (additional elements may arise during the consultation meetings) :

· To enhance the understanding 

· of management of hazardous wastes in developed and developing countries
· of north-south and south-south transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and identify the reasons;

· which reasons are leading to the unacceptable situation that countries that do not have the capacity to ensure the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes are still receiving such wastes,
· which additional activities besides the importation of hazardous wastes lead to problems of environmentally unsound management and especially the unsound disposal of such wastes.

· To take into account new elements to ensure that hazardous wastes are managed soundly all over the world and to protect developing countries from unwanted imports of hazardous wastes.

· To identify practices which do not operate in an environmentally sound manner.
· To discuss actions to be taken to improve human health and livelihood, and to provide economic opportunities through environmentally sound 3Rs and disposal
· To discuss established ESM criteria that could be applied to facilities in developing countries.

· To elaborate recommendations to be submitted to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention (COP 10) on a way forward.

3. Proposed Process 

The CLI is intended to be an informal process. The continued participation of the same persons throughout the whole process will be crucial for the success of the process.

Three meetings are planned which will address the following issues:

· 1. meeting (spring 2009, tentatively in Bali): identify, analyse and enhance the understanding of the problem.
· 2nd meeting (fall 2009 / spring 2010, tentatively in Switzerland): continuation of this analysis and beginning to develop options and solutions.

· 3rd meeting (fall 2010 / spring 2011 tentatively in Switzerland): formulation of recommendation for the COP 10, containing the analysis of the problem and  possible solutions or way forwards

The meetings will be supported by 

· background documentation and concept papers providing analysis of the problem, 

· the presentation of concrete situations in developed and developing countries and, 

· possible case studies.

In order to ensure transparency, a report will be prepared after each meeting and with assistance of the Secretariat of the Basel Convention disseminated to all Parties to the Basel Convention, the relevant NGOs, IGOs, and Non-Parties. These will be invited to submit their comments on and input into the process.
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