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Paper 2 - Situation in Developing Countries

This background paper 2 is one of 3 papers that have been prepared for the first international consultation meeting on the Country Led Initiative (CLI). The objective of this first meeting will be to analyze why hazardous wastes are still transported to countries, especially developing countries and countries with economies in transition, that do not have the capacity to ensure their environmentally sound management in spite of the Basel Convention and the Basel Convention’s ban amendment, and to identify reasons for north-south and south-south movements of hazardous wastes. It will also provide a forum to develop a better understanding of the issues associated with the capacity (technical and legislative) to ensure environmentally sound management of hazardous waste in developing countries. This meeting will be followed-up by additional meetings that would continue to discuss further these issues and try to develop concrete proposals on the way forward for the Conference of the Parties of the Basel Convention
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1. Introduction
Since 1992, when the Basel Convention came into force, most of the activities centered around an effective implementation of Convention’s provisions, establishing an effective global regime for controlling transboundary movements of hazardous and other wastes (prior informed consent and tracking scheme), adoption of the ban amendment, adoption of the Liability and Compensation Protocol, establishment of regional training centers in different UN regions, development of criteria for ESM, and more recently establishment of public-private partnerships. Various meetings and workshops contributed to raising public awareness on the issue of transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and other wastes. With assistance from the Basel Convention Regional and Coordinating Training Centers for Capacity Building and Technology Transfer (BCRCs) strong regional initiatives have been put in place to facilitate national implementation of various provisions under the Convention. 
Over these years, it can be observed that awareness on environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes in developing countries and countries with economies in transition has been increasing. In many countries, current emphasis is more on preventing and minimizing the production of hazardous wastes by adopting the ‘pollution prevention hierarchy’. At the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention (COP5) in Dec. 1999 (10th Anniversary of the Convention) Ministers adopted a Declaration on Environmentally Sound Management. It became clear that Parties to the Basel Convention wanted to put more emphasis on environmentally sound management, with emphasis on waste prevention and waste recycling. 
Despite the progress to date on controlling transboundary movements of hazardous wastes, Parties to the Basel Convention still face enormous challenges in reducing the quantity of hazardous wastes generated, increasing the quantity being recycled, and managing the residual amounts in an environmentally sound manner.  According to reports submitted to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, as per Article 13(3) reporting, over 100 million tonnes of hazardous wastes are generated on average each year. According to these statistics the amount that is generated by developing countries and countries with economies in transition ranges from 20%-50% of the total hazardous wastes reported, and 30%-40% of other wastes (Annex II) reported
. This means that significant quantities of hazardous and other waste are generated by developing countries and countries with economies in transition. Therefore, reduction in hazardous waste generation and issues concerning the transboundary movements of hazardous wastes cannot be resolved in isolation, without concerted actions by all Parties. In all countries initiatives need to be supported by:

· Active promotion and use of cleaner technologies and production methods; 

· Further reduction in imports of hazardous and other wastes; 

· The prevention and monitoring of illegal traffic; 

· Improvement of institutional, technical and legal capabilities;

· Further development of regional and sub regional centers for training and technology transfer. 

With respect to imports of waste to developing countries and countries with economies in transition, not much is known about the types and characteristics of waste that arrive at their ports. Only when the importer declares the cargo as hazardous only then national authorities are in a position to check the shipment against their rules and regulations. At the same time when wastes are meant for recycling and are classified as non-hazardous they could also be considered as products by authorities in the importing country. The dock workers handling containers with hazardous wastes rarely know what is inside these containers, which could pose a significant risk to their occupational health. The same could be said for workers who eventually process these wastes in ill equipped facilities. 

It has been reported  that some wastes that are imported by developing countries and countries with economies in transition, or those that arrive illegally, are considered to be too hazardous to be recycled as recyclable material or disposed of in regular municipal landfills which are not designed to handle such wastes. It would require specialized facilities to treat these hazardous wastes, facilities which in most cases do not exist in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. Some studies have shown that plastic wastes, destined for recycling in those countries, are so contaminated that disposing of such plastic wastes is very expensive and should be closely controlled under strict environmental regulations. Some waste brokers in developed countries have mentioned that the main reason why contaminated plastic is usually exported to these countries is due to lax environmental and occupational safety laws in developing countries and due to the fact that labour costs to sort different categories of plastic wastes are very low. 
It has been reported that an increase in international trade in recyclables, especially shipments to developing countries and countries with economies in transition is due to the following reasons:

· The demand for resources in some developing countries and countries with economies in transition increased due to their rapid industrial growth. Recyclables fill a part of that demand.

· The cost of recycling and labour costs are low. 

· Relocation of manufacturing industries from developed countries to developing countries and countries with economies in transition is on an increase, which reduces the demand for recyclable material wastes by industries located in developed countries.

· Non-recyclable waste mixed with recyclable materials is exported to many developing countries and countries with economies in transition where it is sorted into recyclable fractions.
In many developing countries and countries with economies in transition there are two types of recycling sectors, a formal sector and informal sector. Formal recycling sector, using efficient technologies and state-of-the-art recycling facilities are rare. As a result, recyclable materials are managed through various informal sectors with low-end management alternatives such as manual separation of recyclable components, burning of some components in open pits to recover precious metals, and dumping of residues into surface water bodies
. This informal sector of the economy employs thousands of poor people who are not aware of the hazard of exposure or hazards that exist in some recyclable materials.
Some informal sector facilities process that way used and end-of-life electronic equipment in many developing countries and countries with economies in transition. One of the world’s fastest growing industries today is the manufacture of electronic equipment. It has become a demand driven market with consumers demanding faster electronic equipment, such as personal computers and mobile phones with more functions. This high growth of electronic equipment production and consumption is not only seen in developed, but also in developing countries and countries with economies in transition which bring the social and environmental challenges for proper management of such used and end-of-life electronic equipment. Due to increasing changes in technological development, large quantities of these electronic products become obsolete and need to be managed in an environmentally sound manner. It has been reported that large quantities of used electronic equipment are being exported to developing countries and countries with economies in transition as reusable and fully repairable equipment. Recently BAN coordinated study in Nigeria
 observed that as much as 75% of the imported secondhand computer wares are unusable and are non-functional or unrepairable. Even with recovery of some of the precious metals found in these end-of-life electronic equipment such as: monitors, printers, keyboards, central processing units, typewriters, PVC wires, mobile phones and telephones, significant quantities of unrecoverable materials and residues require economically efficient and environmentally sound management. As a result, many hazardous constituents from electronic products such as: mercury in switches and flat screen monitors; cadmium in computer batteries; polychlorinated biphenyls in older capacitors and transformers; and brominated flame retardants in printed circuit board  could be  released to the environment. 
2. Technology,  Infrastructure,  and Know-How

There are several problems that could be associated with poor disposal techniques and management. One of these problems could be the fact that many developing countries and countries with economies in transition do not have the expertise to manage hazardous wastes in an environmentally sound manner, and most may not employ proper technologies. Furthermore, many of these countries may not have a system and infrastructure to ensure that hazardous wastes are managed in a manner which will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may result from such wastes. The governments often lack information about how much and what types of pollutants are released, and what risk they pose to people and the environment. If one would audit existing facilities in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, using internationally recognized environmentally sound core performance element scheme like those developed by Annex VII countries, but adopted to the needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition, one would realize that only a few facilities would come close to meeting these core performance elements. This could be attributed to the fact that there is a lack of well designed commercially available waste management facilities. Some government policies put more emphasis on controlling waste generators, rather than establishing centralised proper disposal or recycling facilities, which can be used by all waste generators, especially small quantity generators. In most developing countries and countries with economies in transition, governments should consider siting of new needed facilities and develop environmental criteria to select such sites, which could include, for example: site selection, design consideration, concepts, appropriate technologies and techniques, operational and monitoring procedures, closure and post closure procedures.  Without such centralized commercially available facilities, waste generators are forced to find options for their waste, which do not always would respect the surrounding environment. When all environmentally and economically feasible options have been exhausted, generators tend to ship their waste to municipal  landfill sites which have not been designed to receive such wastes, or even worst dump their waste into waterways and other environmentally sensitive areas. To prevent such practices, management of hazardous wastes should be considered as an integrated activity in which waste generators, transporters and disposers, are required to share the responsibility for proper management, applying their know-how and best practicable and available technologies. It should not be only the responsibility of those that receive wastes to ensure such wastes are disposed of, or recycled, in an environmentally sound manner. The hazardous waste generators have an important role to play to provide information to waste disposal companies on the composition of their waste, and to ensure disposal companies apply proper process and technology to treat such waste.
Hazardous waste generating industry and management industry in developing countries and countries with economies in transition should seek collaboration with governments to:

· implement clean technologies that would avoid the generation, or reduce to a minimum, of any waste in the first place when it is economically feasible and environmentally sound;

· promote  recovery, reuse and/or recycling of those wastes which are amenable to reprocessing;
· treat, destroy or convert to a stable (physical/chemical treatment) form those wastes which could not be recovered or recycled; and
· dispose residues from treatment and recycling operations through options such as incineration and secure landfilling. 
As mentioned already, many developing countries and countries with economies in transition do require assistance in building and improving installations for the treatment of hazardous and other wastes subject to the Basel Convention. They need to acquire know-how in order to advance and improve strategies for the practical implementation of the minimization and environmentally sound management of domestically generated wastes. In addition to improving infrastructure and putting in palace new technologies, countries should set priorities to review various industrial processes and recommend changes that could minimize generation of hazardous wastes and promote material recovery and recycling. 
According to Basel Convention Article 13(3) reports there are considerable quantities of hazardous wastes moved among non-Annex VII
 countries, and from Annex VII to non-Annex VII countries for recycling
  Based on information reported to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention by Parties for the year 2006, as per Article 13(3) reporting, it can be observed that from those selected countries there are limited number of disposal and recycling facilities in various non Annex VII countries:

FINAL DISPOSAL

· In Africa there are limited number of facilities: In Egypt there are physical-chemical treatment  and landfill facilities; in Nigeria there are incineration facilities for hospital wastes, and landfill for hazardous waste; in Tunisia, there are specially engineered landfills for household wastes. There are some facilities for municipal waste in Zambia.

· In Bahrain there are some landfill sites for municipal/domestic wastes and secure landfill for hazardous waste.

· There are hazardous waste landfill sites in China.
· In Indonesia there are some private industrial landfill sites to mange own waste, and one commercial secure landfill site. 

· In Malaysia, there are incineration facilities for hospital waste, as well many physical chemical treatment, solidification, incineration and landfill facilities.

· In Singapore there is a secure landfill site and few incineration plants for municipal waste. 

· In Thailand, there is a solidification, incineration as well as landfill facility in one province and wastewater treatment facilities.

· In Viet Nam there are a number of sanitary landfill sites and incineration facilities for medical wastes.

· There are few landfills in Georgia, and Republic of Moldova.

· In Ukraine there are many landfills for industrial waste, as well as sites for municipal waste, which practice co-disposal.

· In Belarus there are several authorized landfill sites.

· There are several disposal facilities in Argentina.

· There are several disposal facilities in Chile and Colombia.

· Cuba has engineered landfills, as well as incineration and solidification plants.

· Ecuador has landfill and incineration plants.
· There are few landfill sites for municipal waste in El Salvador, Guyana, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago.

· Venezuela has a number of biological treatment plants, and practice land farming of residues.
· There are a number of physical-chemical treatment plants and incinerator facility in Israel. 

RECYCLING

· There are some recycling facilities in South Africa processing oil, electronics, and wastepaper.
· In Egypt there are facilities for used oil, lead acid batteries and waste solvents.

· In Nigeria there are facilities to recycle waste plastic, waste paper, waste textile. 

· In Tunisia there are some facilities for used oil, waste paper, waste plastics, solvents, metal reclamation, and lead acid batteries.
· In Bahrain there are facilities to recycle aluminum dross.

· China has a number of waste recovery and treatment centers.

· Indonesia and Malaysia have many recycling facilities. Indonesia has a few facilities for metal recovery, solvent reclamation, regeneration of acids and bases, recovery of components used for pollution abatement, and used oil recovery; while Malaysia has facilities for spent acid recovery, lead acid batteries, metal recovery, electronic waste, and waste solvents.
· Singapore has facilities for treatment and recovery for chemical waste, and solvents reclamation/regeneration.
· Kiribati has some facilities that accumulate waste oil and lead acid batteries for export.
· Philippines have a facility to process lead-acid batteries.

· Chile has facilities for solvent reclamation, regeneration of used oil and metal refining.
· Colombia has recovery facilities for metal recovery, used oil, lead acid batteries, and solvent recovery.
· Cuba has a waste oil recovery facility and a facility to process lead acid batteries.
· El Salvador has a facility for used oil recovery, and a facility to process lead acid batteries.
· Israel has facilities solvent reclamation, to process lead acid batteries, metal recovery, and used oil re-refining.
To improve the capacity to properly manage hazardous wastes in developing countries and countries with economies in transition outside assistance is required, since most of these countries lack the in-house expertise. Basel Convention Regional and Coordinating Centres for training and technology transfer can also provide assistance on capacity building and provision of know-how. Furthermore, international investment is also necessary to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition to establish economically viable facilities to mange their own waste, and to relieve their dependency on transboundary movement of hazardous wastes. In providing such assistance one should keep in mind that in order for facilities in these countries to be considered to operate in an environmentally sound manner, these facilities:  

· Should meet regulatory infrastructure and enforcement that ensures compliance with applicable regulations;
· Should be authorized by the appropriate national authority and of an adequate standard of technology and pollution control; 

· Should have an applicable Environmental Management System (EMS) in place.

· Should take sufficient measures to safeguard occupational and environmental health and safety; 

· Should have an adequate monitoring, recording and reporting program; 

· Should have an appropriate and adequate training program for the personnel; 

· Should have an adequate emergency plan;
· Any residues from the recovery operations and portions of un-recovered materials should be managed on-site or off-site in an environmentally sound manner;
· Should have an adequate plan for closure and after-care.
3. Effective Legislation and Enforcement

In addition to above mentioned technology requirements, waste management and recycling facilities should operate in accordance with laws, regulations and administrative practices of the countries in which they are located. These laws and regulations should take into account the need to protect the environment, public health and safety. Furthermore, it is very important to have laws, regulations for the effective implementation and enforcement of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and other wastes, as required by the Basel Convention. It should include measures to prevent and punish those in contravention of the Convention
, or involved in illegal traffic
. Article 4, paragraph 4, of the Basel Convention, requests Parties to take appropriate legal, administrative and other measures to implement and enforce the provisions of the Convention. To assist in this effort, the Secretariat of the Basel Convention and the Legal Working Group prepared a draft model national legislation comprising of elements for consideration by Parties to be included in legislation on the management of hazardous wastes and other wastes, which contains provisions such as: identification of responsible authority, definitions, obligation of the authority, control of the management of hazardous waste and other wastes, monitoring the generation of hazardous wastes and other wastes, and enforcement provisions. This together with the Checklist for Legislators, also developed by the Secretariat to the Basel Convention, should assist Parties to implement their obligations under the Basel Convention and to develop their national legislation. With all these resources available, one can observe that very few developing countries and countries with economies in transition have effective legislation and enforcement capabilities to ensure that any imports are in compliance with obligations under the Basel Convention and illegal imports are prevented. 
Some officials from  developing countries and countries with economies in transition have indicated that their enforcement officers are helpless when it comes to control and monitor imports of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal or recycling when a country has a large coastline and many border crossings points. The manifest or bill of lading data from port authorities is almost impossible to obtain because most of these are processed manually and are not computerised. These manual checks are very difficult to carry out when there are a large number of consignments. All this could be compounded by the fact that not many ports or border crossings have capabilities to test and verify if these consignments are hazardous or not, and whether or not the shipment coincides with what is declared on the manifest.  Furthermore, guidelines to determine their hazardous nature, proper classification and test methods to determine hazardous characteristics (as defined in Annex III of the Basel Convention) are not well developed in most developed countries and countries with economies in transition. Another important guidance, which would be required by these countries, is the information on how to distinguish waste from non waste. 
Legislation alone is not sufficient to effectively control transboundary movements. It should be supplemented by effective training and enforcement provisions. Lack of training of custom officers and officials at ports or border crossing points, results in a situation where many officers are not aware if and/or which hazardous waste imports are permitted under their national legislation, and simply do not check for them. In order for custom officers to properly enforce such provisions they need to be familiar with the Basel Convention, its obligations, national environmental legislation, and provisions dealing with illegal traffic.
In cases of suspected illegal traffic of hazardous wastes or other wastes it is a fact that the process to investigate them in order to punish those that are involved in such traffic is very time consuming. That is why investigation of illegal traffic could also require a continual cooperation between the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) and the World Customs Organization (WCO). Although different legal systems may impose different obligations, such a process could include: evidence gathering, taking and analyzing samples, handling and storage of wastes; ensuring safety during the whole process; and eventually disposing any detained waste shipments. Legislation on the control of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes should describe a range of possible responses to violations: warnings, environmental protection compliance orders, ticketing offenses, ministerial orders, injunctions, prosecution, fines and other alternatives to court trial measures. 
In conclusion, a number of developing countries and countries with economies in transition have indicated they would welcome assistance in legal and institutional matters from other Parties to the Basel Convention who have an effective legislation and enforcement capability. These countries would welcome assistance to develop and to implement legal instruments, which would strengthen institutional capacity for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes, including control of transboundary movements, as prescribed by the Basel Convention.
4. Training and Awareness Raising

Putting in place laws and regulations is one thing, but in order for affected stakeholders to be able to know their obligations and to comply with such laws and regulations, governments should develop and implement proper awareness raising and training programs for those that are in charge or are working in various waste management facilities. Also, countries should put in place an effective awareness raising program on the Basel Convention’s provisions and obligations for those who are involved in the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes. 
This requirement is consistent with the Basel Convention’s provisions which call upon Parties to promote public awareness on Basel Convention obligations and on environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes. The underlying rationale is that if officials are trained to adopt clean production technology from the beginning, they could avoid some of the mistakes previously made by developed countries, which were faced with large number of contaminated sites to be cleaned up.

It has been reported that officials in most waste management facilities in developing countries and countries with economies in transition lack proper training on how to manage hazardous wastes, in particular lack of know-how on identification, classification and characterization of waste they receive for disposal or recycling. Furthermore, workers at these facilities are not adequately trained to handle the waste, use the equipment, and how to respond in the case of environmental emergency at the facility ability to control releases’ spills, and to implement safety and emergency procedures. This could be also evident in many recycling facilities, due to the fact that in many developing countries and countries with economies in transition there is a strong informal recycling sector, which is less regulated and monitored than the formal sector. With respect to transboundary movements of hazardous wastes, training of personnel to be able to monitor such movements  requires a concerted effort. It has been reported that many environmental officials and custom officers at the ports and border crossing points lack the knowledge to be able to identify what is in the shipment, to distinguish waste from non- waste, to determine if it is hazardous waste and what type, how it should be packed and labelled, and what documents should accompany these shipments. 
Proper monitoring of such shipments requires proper training so that any illegal traffic can be detected before the shipment enters the importing country. Custom officers, as well as the border crossing workers, should also be at least informed and trained on the hazards posed by hazardous wastes so that appropriate safety and protective equipment can be used when inspecting such shipments. At present most of these workers at various port facilities may not even know what waste they could be handling, and what are some of the hazards involved. 
Hand in hand with training needs in many developing countries and countries with economies in transition there is also lack of awareness of the risks associated with management of hazardous wastes and other wastes, and of obligations to comply with the Basel Convention and other applicable international agreements. It should be stressed that not only national and local governments have a role to play in raising awareness on environmentally sound management. Industry operating in these countries, as well as local NGOs, also should have a role to play. These awareness raising initiatives can be carried out in a number of different forms, such as: conferences and workshops on environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes; publishing articles in local newspapers; organizing discussions on publicly funded radio and TV programs; disseminating leaflets, posters or fact sheets; putting information on companies and government’s web sites; and annual reporting such as the state of the environment. All these awareness raising initiatives should be tailored to situation of countries in question, its audience, economic and social structure of a particular country. Everyone should be informed that waste prevention at source, reuse and recycling of those wastes that are generated are very important elements of environmentally sound management, and waste management hierarchy. Furthermore, stakeholders should be informed that that transboundary movements of hazardous wastes should be properly controlled and comply with national laws and regulations that implement provisions of the Basel Convention.
In many UN regions where there are BCRCs, who are active in promoting technology transfer and capacity building, more efforts should be devoted to raising awareness on environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes especially on such emerging waste streams like the e-waste. To do that, BCRCs should be provided with additional resources to organize workshops and conferences, which would: promote public-private partnerships, identify steps to be taken to combat illegal traffic, promote recyclability of solid waste at municipal level, and to conduct effective and reliable inventories of hazardous waste generation. That is why a continual cooperation with the Secretariat of the Basel Convention is encouraged to make good use of the existing information system in order to disseminate the knowledge and experience gained by others in the implementation of the Basel Convention. Finally, public-private partnerships on awareness raising should also be encouraged.
5. Challenges

Despite the progress to date on environmentally sound management under the Basel Convention Parties, countries, in particular in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, are faced with a number of challenges: 

· How to improve methodologies to collect data on waste generation and to conduct reliable inventories, which is an important prerequisite to policy development on environmentally sound management;
· How to develop reliable statistics on transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and other wastes;
· How to reduce the quantity of hazardous wastes requiring final disposal, by minimizing their generation, and directing more wastes to material recovery and recycling facilities;  

· How to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition in siting new facilities as existing landfills are being filled up, and to overcome the 
“ Not In My Back Yard” (NIMBY) syndrome;
· How to develop a procedure that is simple for countries to distinguish hazardous wastes from other wastes, as well as waste from non-wastes;
· How to assist countries, in particular developing countries and countries with economies in transition, to put in place effective legislation that would incorporate principles such as: source reduction, integrated life cycle management, self sufficiency, proximity principle, minimal transboundary movement, polluter pays principle, effective waste tracking schemes, and public participation;
· How to set up efficient and cost effective collection systems for used and end-of-life products such as: lead acid batteries, mobile phones, computing equipment, electronics, white goods (i.e. refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, air conditioners); 

· How to put in place an effective tracking system for transboundary movement and enforcement programs; 
· What additional steps need to be taken to prevent any illegal traffic in hazardous wastes;
· What additional steps are to be taken to discourage shipments of hazardous wastes to non- Annex VII countries, which lack the capacity to handle such shipments?
·  How to ensure that processing (refurbishment of used products, and material recovery and recycling of end-of-life products) takes place in an environmentally sound manner;
· How to establish high standards for refurbishment and recycling, and at the same time not to discourage such operations from being economically viable;
· How to improve training programs for workers that are involved in processing recyclable materials at various informal sector facilities;
· How to raise awareness on environmentally sound management of hazardous waste and obligations under the Basel Convention, targeting industries, media, and consumers;
· How to engage industry and local NGOs in public-private partnerships working together towards a common goal of environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes;
· How to balance the environmental and economic interests when managing used and end-of- life products; 

· How to raise funds to assist developing countries to build their legal and technical capacities.
6. Conclusion

It is clear that there are a number of challenges that are associated with environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes, particularly in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, some of which are also applicable to them. International, regional and inter-agency cooperation is needed amongst various Parties to the Basel Convention in order to make some improvements. Such international cooperation should be and is to be extended to developing countries and countries with economies in transition in the following areas: 

· Transferring of know-how on various technologies and management systems that are required to ensure hazardous and other wastes are managed in an environmentally sound manner.

· Developing and implementing new environmentally sound low-waste technologies, and improving existing technologies to minimize the generation of waste, as far as practicable. 

· Developing and promoting core performance elements for environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes. 
· Developing legal capacity and strengthening of institutional infrastructures for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes, and for implementation of the Basel Convention.
· Developing and implementing training programs for environmental and custom officers in order to better control transboundary movements of hazardous wastes, and to prevent any illegal traffic.
· Developed countries need to improve their export control regimes in order to prevent illegal exports to non-Annex VII countries.
· Promoting public awareness on environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes, and on obligations under the Basel Convention.
All these areas of international cooperation are very important, but may be very difficult to implement at the same time by all developing countries and countries with economies in transition. That is why some priorities should be established. The one very important area would be for custom officers and port authorities to be adequately trained and able to control any imports or exports of hazardous wastes and to prevent any illegal traffic in hazardous wastes. 
Finally, there will always be a challenge to find a way for developing countries and countries with economies in transition, who are putting in place environmentally sound recycling facilities, to be able to acquire recyclable materials This could include development of tools such as the environmentally sound management core performance elements, and facility certification schemes.
� Disclaimer: Due to variations in national definitions, classifications and reporting by the Parties to the Basel Convention, the figures are not directly comparable and should be used with caution.


�. Exporting Harm: The High-Tech Trashing of Asia, prepared by the Basel Action Network and Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition,  February 15, 2002


� The Digital Dump: Exporting Re-Use and Abuse to Africa:  film by the Basel Action Network, based in Seattle, Washington, 24 October, 2005





� For the purpose of these 3 background papers Annex VII countries or states are Parties to the Basel Convention and other States which are members of OECD, EC, Liechtenstein





� Table 4, Annex 2 of the Background Paper #3


� Article 4 (4) of the Basel Convention: “Each Party shall take appropriate legal, administrative and other measures to implement and enforce the provisions of this Convention, including measures to prevent and punish conduct in contravention of the Convention.”


� Article 9 (5) of the Basel Convention: “Each Party shall introduce appropriate national/domestic legislation to prevent and punish illegal traffic […]”
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