:
DGGIMAR COMMENTS ON

THE Indonesia-SWITZERLAND COUNTRY-LED INITIATIVE (CLI)

FOR EFFECTIVE APPLICATION OF THE BASEL CONVENTION

Introduction
 - It is necessary to bear in mind that the aim of the initiative is the development of the recommendations for examination in the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 10). This includes particularly the proposal to draw up and promulgate standards for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes while permitting transboundary movements of wastes only if these are being sent to an installation that is capable of complying with the said standards. It also includes proposals for measures to interpret the Convention in areas where it has been shown that the law is not clear.

A. Standards of Environmentally Sound Management  including its link to Transboundary Movements.

A key factor for this task is the resources that need to be identified and assigned.  

In general, the reference standards will constitute a technical reference framework for the sound management of wastes and transboundary movements involving them. The said standards must be differentiated from the technical guides for environmentally sound management of wastes and must be compatible with the national framework.

It is necessary to bear in mind that the proposal does not address the national institutional strengthening for the drawing up of reports by the Parties concerning the implementation of the said standards, nor the supervision and inspection of compliance with the said standards, nor the confirmation that the export of the wastes will be effected to countries with better standards of waste management than the country of origin, etc. All of this will increase the technical and administrative burden which, in the event of approval, will be added to the reports that have to be sent to the Secretariat and the fulfilment of the resolutions adopted.

Linking standards of ESM to TBM

Given that it is necessary for the countries to ensure that the standards of the installations to which hazardous wastes are being sent for elimination are higher, where applicable, than those of the national installations, technical criteria must be established for the assessment of the said standards.

B. Supporting vulnerable countries not to allow import of hazardous wastes
We consider that importance attaches to the elements listed to support the vulnerable countries in not allowing the import of prohibited hazardous wastes. At the same time, it is necessary to bear in mind the economic and legal issues, the questions of compliance and awareness-raising and the infrastructures of these countries.

C. Providing further legal clarity

The points listed to provide further legal clarity to the text of the Convention are relevant. Nevertheless, it will be necessary to take into consideration the difficulties of classifying the wastes intended to be transported. This is the case, for example, with mixtures which cannot be easily identified in the lists. There are wastes in list A and B and the Convention does not lay down parameters, limits or laboratory analyses to determine whether a waste presents any of the hazard characteristics of Annex III. In addition, there is a certain ambiguity as to the classification of electronic wastes.

D. Support for and better involvement of the Basel Convention Regional Centres:

To improve and optimise the operation of the regional centres, the following points need to be taken into consideration:

· more options to strengthen the capacity of the centres

· environmentally sound management options for priority streams of wastes in the region 

· information systems on hazardous wastes

· tools for the disclosure of information and awareness-raising programmes.

It is necessary to bear in mind the fact that the output of the centres is directly proportional to the quantity of financial resources made available for the activities administered by each centre and that their functions must be determined by the countries of the region to which their services are offered.

Equally, it is necessary to ensure appropriate training of the personnel of the centres with regard to fund-raising and project management so that they are able to provide the Parties with efficient and effective support in the sustainable application of the Convention. 

E. Dealing with illegal traffic
It is acknowledged that the environmentally sound management of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes cannot be ensured under the existing conditions. Accordingly, we back this initiative, with the request that forms of support be included for the Parties called upon to prevent and punish illegal traffic.

F. Promotion of better application of existing measures and instruments of the Basel Convention and possible extension or enhancement of the Convention

We agree that better use should be made of the report produced by those responsible for disposing of hazardous wastes in order to ensure the environmentally sound management of the wastes. Furthermore, we consider that the decision to continue working towards the application of the Ban Amendment and its ratification by the States which have already established these measures is a feasible one.  

Support should be given to the decision to extend the provisions of the Convention to include the importation and, where applicable, the repatriation of second hand goods and charitable donations, as well as the decision to develop a system for the homologation of waste classification codes, so as to apply them in national and international reports with the aim of improving communication in the control of transboundary movements. 

Finally, to promote the Convention, we propose that increased efforts should be made to disseminate information concerning the adverse impacts for human health and the environment resulting from the incorrect management of hazardous wastes.

G. Capacity building
We consider capacity building to be a priority. We further consider that the first step in capacity building is the specification and quantification of needs. Similarly, transfers of know-how and technology are essential to ensure that the management of hazardous wastes is sustainable.

3  How to move forward

The next COP will be the occasion to draw up a first draft of the next steps to be taken. We suggest that this should include establishing clearly the form in which it can be determined that one country has better waste management standards than another.

