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Introduction

· The Basel Convention was adopted in 1989 as a response to “toxic traders” shipping hazardous waste to developing countries and to Eastern Europe. It now has 173 Parties. 

· The Basel Convention’s express goal is to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects that may result from the generation and management of hazardous and other wastes. It has two intertwined pillars: environmentally sound management and control of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes.
· The Basel Convention has put into place a prior informed consent system aimed at ensuring that only those countries with the willingness and capacity to dispose in an environmentally sound manner of hazardous and other wastes generated in another country actually receive such wastes.
· Strong global condemnation of transboundary movements not undertaken in compliance with the PIC procedure or that result in the dumping of wastes is unambiguously manifested by the fact that the Basel Convention requires Parties to criminalize illegal traffic of hazardous and other wastes. Very few multilateral environmental agreements actually require that specific actions be deemed an environmental crime under national law.

Knowing the adverse impacts of the movement and dumping of hazardous and other wastes

· No global overview of the adverse impacts has been done within the Basel Convention or elsewhere. There is relatively little quantitative information about the global harm being caused by the transfrontier movements and dumping of hazardous wastes, yet multiple case studies (ad hoc). All stress that lack of environmentally sound management leads to direct exposure of the workforce, direct and indirect exposure of the local community, pollution of ground and surface waters, atmospheric pollution and soil contamination.
· Concrete examples of health impacts from Basel Convention’s E-Waste Africa project:

· Four country assessments are being conducted in West African countries.These are: Benin, Ghana, Nigeria and Cote d’Ivoire. The objective is to qualify and quantify the E-wastes problem (quantify incoming flows and trends of second hand electric and electronic equipment as well as E-wastes) to build a sustainable E-waste management plan in these countries. Preliminary findings and valuations carried out in Ghana, showed that:

· Informal e-waste recycling activities have been carried out for several years:

· Separation of metals such as iron, aluminum and copper

· Cables are burnt to recover copper

· Plastics are regularly burnt to reduce volumes on the dumpsite

· ( Serious risks for health and the environment

· A preliminary estimate of total dioxin emissions/year from open burning of cables in the Greater Accra Region (bearing in mind that this only a small fraction of E-waste burnt constantly), shows that this is equal to;
· 0.25 – 0.5 % of the European* total dioxin emissions;

· 2.5 – 5 % of total European* dioxin emissions from municipal waste incineration;

· 15 – 25 % of total European* dioxin emissions from industrial waste incineration.
· *(Comparison made with the European dioxin air emission inventory for 2005 in EU15 + Norway + Switzerland, Quass et al. 2004) 

· ( Serious risks for health of people, mothers and children living in the Greater Accra Region

· ( Serious risks for health and environment at the global level- data shows substantive contributions to global levels of total dioxin emissions.

· The Basel Convention plays a decisive role in highlighting the links between waste management on one hand, and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and improvement of human health and livelihood on the other hand. 
· MDGs to be furthered through environmentally sound waste management include: 


· Goal 1: poverty reduction

· Goal 4: reduce child mortality 

· Goal 5: improve maternal health

· Goal 7: ensure environmental sustainability

Addressing the adverse impacts: what is done under the Basel Convention
· The Basel Convention covers both transboundary movements and dumping (lack of environmentally sound management)

· Environmentally sound management: Technical guidelines on environmentally sound management of specific waste streams that contain information and guidance on health and safety, as well as links to ILO and WHO work; environmentally sound management capacity building activities (e-waste in Asia/Africa, Cote d’Ivoire project in cooperation, inter alia, with WHO and ships dismantling in cooperation, inter alia, with ILO); role of Basel Convention Regional Centres (closer to the field) and partnerships (involving the private sector)

· Transboundary movements: Compliance with Prior Informed Consent procedure (possibility of triggering the Implementation and Compliance Committee), fight against illegal traffic (develop of tools, capacity building activities, assistance upon request to Parties facing a problem of illegal traffic), cooperation with international organizations (Interpol, WCO among others)

· The Basel Convention work links waste management to MDGs:   the 9th Conference of the Parties in 2008 adopted the Bali Declaration on Waste Management for Human Health and Livelihood, which highlights the important contribution of environmentally sound waste management to achieving the MDGs related to poverty eradication, health, education, gender equality, environmental sustainability and the global partnership for development.

· The Bali Declaration was welcomed by the UNEP Governing Council through the adoption of Decision 25/8 that requests the Executive Director to support the implementation of actions identified therein and invites international organizations, governments, industry and the private sector to provide resources and technical assistance to developing countries to enable them to pursue actively integrated waste management.

· The Bali Declaration was welcomed by the World Health Assembly through the adoption on 20 May 2010 of a resolution of the Improvement of Health through Safe and Environmentally Sound Management, thus providing a new avenue to streamline environmentally sound management in the work of the WHO and among the health policy and law makers, practitioners and communities at the national level. 

What else should/could be done?

· The 9th Conference of the Parties in 2008 requested the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to continue to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur. There is currently a close working relationship between the Secretariat and the Special Rapporteur. I look forward to continuing this welcome practice and further strengthening collaboration, including with the new Special Rapporteur (to be appointed in June).

· Although there is no formal human rights-based approach in the Basel Convention, and no human rights discourse, human rights considerations are never far from our minds. By aiming to protect human health and by expressly linking environmentally sound management to the internationally agreed goals contained in the UN Millennium Declaration, the Basel Convention contributes to achieving goals that are supportive of the objectives of the human rights community. 

· The recent adoption of the World Health Assembly provides a shining example of the streamlining of Basel Convention objectives into the health agenda. It is my hope that these objectives will also be streamlined into the human rights agenda, not only at the international level but also at the national level. It is clear that unsound management of toxic wastes and illegal traffic can seriously affect the enjoyment of human rights, especially by poor and vulnerable populations.
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