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(Bullet points)
· I wish to convey to the Commission the greetings of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Mr. Achim Steiner, who was unfortunately unable to attend in person
· I would also like to thank the Commission for inviting UNEP as is the entity dealing with the environmental aspects of the issues under discussion. 
· UNEP is also the Organization hosting the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, a global treaty on transboundary movements and environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes. The scope of the Basel Convention includes electrical and electronic wastes (e-wastes).
· If I had 30 seconds to convey one single key message, it would be this: When assessing progress made in advancing universal access to Information and Communication Technology, it is essential to look at the other side of the coin: all electronic goods, wherever located, will eventually become e-wastes!

· The demand for electronic devices is increasing, and their life-span is becoming shorter, also in developing countries!
· E-waste is the fastest growing waste stream world-wide: 

· In one decade (1994-2003), 500 million PCs worldwide reached end-of-life.
· The stockpile of discarded electronic goods is currently in the region of 6 billion metric tons

· E-wastes contain persistent toxins such as lead and cadmium, which cause grave health and environmental problems. On the other hand, they also contain valuable metals such as gold and colthane.
· Most industrialized countries have introduced take-back schemes for end-of life electronic products, but developing countries often have little or no control over what happens to the e-wastes.
· => In promoting access to electronic goods in developing countries, there is a need to adopt a life-cycle approach: any measures or projects should include as an integral component measures to deal with end of life e-products and e-wastes!

· => There is a need to promote economic and job opportunities arising from e-wastes (recycling and recovery of valuable / rare / precious materials) while safeguarding human health and the environment. Any recycling operations must take place in conditions that do not endanger the health of the workers and local communities, or pollute the environment.
· UNEP and the Basel Convention have a strong interest in cooperating on this. There is already much work being done with respect to e-wastes: 

· UNEP supports countries and regions through its Division on Trade, Industry and Environment
· UNEP’s Green Economy Initiative is designed to create win-win situations for creation of both environmental and economic opportunities
· The Basel Convention is the only comprehensive treaty on waste management: E-waste management is a priority theme both at the Policy Level (adoption of the  Nairobi Declaration on the Environmentally Sound Management of Electrical and Electronic Wastes by the 8th meeting of the Conference of the Parties in 2006) and at the practical level (-> 2 private-public partnerships on obsolete mobile phones and obsolete computer equipment, respectively; region-wide projects on e-waste management in Africa, Asia, and Latin America)
· It is my sincere hope that it will be possible to provide developing countries with access to ICT without swamping them with huge amounts of e-wastes a few years down the road!
� World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
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