1. According national laws for the damage caused during transboundary movement of hazardous wastes will be held liable person who caused damage (intentionally or by negligence).

2.  Lithuanian laws cover all types of damage specified in paragraph 2.

3. All institutions depending on their competention. 

4.  In practise “fault based” liability is applied according national laws, but in environment protection field “strict” liability has begun to be applied. 

5. Time limit for the damage to the environment is 5 years. General prescription period for the damage is 3 years according national laws. 

6. There are no financial limits to civil liability, but there are limits to administrative and criminal liability. 

7. There is insurance coverage in respect of any incident. Everything depends on person who wants to be insured.  

8. According national laws it could happen that damage will remain uncovered if company which is liable for the damage becomes bankrupt.

9. There are no bilateral or regional agreements regarding liability in connection with accidents during a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes. 

1. Ratification issue was discussed several times and it was decided to start ratification process in 2007. 

2. 
a). Formally President by himself or according to offer from Government may present international agreement to Parliament as international agreements are ratified by Parliament.  In practise Ministries and other governmental institutions offer Government to initiate ratification process. 


b). Institution which gave offer to initiate ratification of international agreement remains responsible for all procedures concerning ratification. 


c). Before ratification interested governmental institutions and interested groups  should be consulted. 


d). Parliament makes final decision and ratifies international agreement. 


3. Ratified international agreements are legally binding and applied directly as national laws. They enter into force when law of ratification is published. If other legal acts are required for the implementation of international agreements they are passed by Parliament, Government or other governmental institutions. 


4. There will be need to change national laws, therefore financial burden for some companies will increase. This will cause dissatisfaction of these companies.  


5. Difficulties might be removed by consultations with concerned companies and other interested groups during preparation of legal acts. 


6. Gathering of information about national laws concerning Protocol from countries which ratified or started ratification process  and presentation of this information for countries which are planing to ratify Protocol would be useful. 

1. 2. Lithuania has no practise in this field, therefore it is difficult to answer this question.

3. We think, that insurance possibilities are sufficient. Moreover,  bank guarantee  or other type of financial guarantee might be available.

4. We have no information about such practise. 

5. We think that is some cases state's guarantee might be applied or even special fund might be established. 

