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I have great pleasure of welcoming you to the workshop devoted to the Protocol on Liability and Compensation for Damage Resulting From Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, as adopted in 1999 during the 5th Conference of the parties to the Basel Convention. I am glad that by co-organizing this Workshop, Poland may contribute to speeding up the process of the Liability Protocol’s ratification and implementation in Eastern and Central Europe. 

I would like to welcome Ms. Laura Thompson, representing the Basel Convention’s Secretariat in Geneva, Mr. Peter Weesman – representative of the European Commission, who will join us tomorrow, Ms. Dana Lapesova – Director of the Basel Convention’s Regional Center, Mr. Jurg Bally from the Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and Landscape, as well as representatives of our region’s 15 countries participating in the Workshop.

I would like to express my gratitude for the efforts that the Secretariat of the Basel Convention has put into holding the Workshop in one of the regions in which the Convention operates. Similar workshops are organized, successively, in all regional groups, to draw the attention of 163 states – parties to the Basel Convention – to the need of undertaking action aimed at implementing the Protocol on Liability.

I would also like to thank the TAIEX Office for the financial support provided to our event, as it is the Technical Assistance Information Exchange Unit through which the European Commission supports the process of integration of candidate and EU-associated countries. Both the European Communities and all EU Member States are parties to the Basel Convention. It is therefore that the European Commission shows such a vivid interest in the observance, by member, candidate and associated states, of the requirements set out by the Convention itself, but also by such strategic documents worked out within its framework as the declaration, the Protocol on Liability, or the technical guidelines. 

I do hope that the exchange of information and experience that is about to take place during the Workshop will allow us to shed a new light on any unclear issues, and to interpret any doubts regarding the Protocol on Liability. I also do hope that the event will enable us to identify the legal, organizational and economic conditions that need to be fulfilled in order for the Protocol to be implemented in individual countries. I believe that the 3-day meeting will bear fruit in the form of a road map for further actions that are necessary to overcome the difficulties related to the Protocol’s implementation. 

Poland signed the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal on 22 March 1990. The ratification took place on 20 March 1992. Since then, a unit has been functioning in the Chief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection that issues permits and supervises the cross-border movement of waste from Poland, to Poland and throughout country’s territory. 

It needs to be stressed that the Convention’s achievements include not only waste movement control systems, but also – or, perhaps, most importantly – assessment of the threats posed by various waste categories, technical recommendations for environmentally friendly disposal of individual types of waste, as well as the Strategic Plan for the Implementation of the Basel Convention until 2010 – a document that aims, inter alia, at counteracting the creation of waste and at ensuring the rational management of the waste whose creation could not be avoided. In order to coordinate and enhance the implementation of the Basel Convention’s exploits, the National Basel Convention Secretariat has been functioning in the Chief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection since 2003 – a unit that serves the function of a Focal Point.

Poland is a member of the European Union. Within the framework of the integration process it has transposed, to the national legislation system, all EU regulations that ensured the implementation of the Basel Convention’s stipulations. At present, we are facing a new challenge – the Protocol on Liability. Both the European Communities and individual Members States, as well as associated countries should consider what legal and economic solutions will be required to implement the document in question. The Protocol on Liability and Compensation for Damage Resulting From Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal provides for a broad definition of environmental and health-related damage, as well as regulates the issues of third party liability, insurance and financial limitations. It may be a useful means for protecting the environment from potential catastrophic consequences of hazardous waste transports, but should not be a barrier hindering commercial exchange between individual states that intend to dispose of waste in an environmentally friendly manner. The presence of the European Commission’s representative will give us an opportunity to become acquainted with the European Union’s opinion on the Protocol on Liability, as well with the efforts the EU plans to take for its implementation. The compliance of the EU legislation with the Protocol will be of crucial importance for the work on the document’s ratification in Poland. That is why we consider the Workshop we organize and the results of your work so vital.

I would like to whish you that your discussions be fruitful, and the exchange of experiences constructive. As it is always the case, the side effects of such meetings, i.e. the new contacts we are about to establish, should bear fruit in the form of good, practical cooperation in completing tasks and solving problems that may come up while implementing the Basel Convention’s requirements. Do take advantage of this opportunity and of the readiness that EU Member States show to support the candidate and the associated countries. We do hope that you will also succeed in learning – at least to a limited extent – the charms and the attractions of Warsaw. Enjoy your stay in Poland.  

