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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	05.02.1992 (a)

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	-

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point
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	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Australia. 

Waste means a substance or object that:

is proposed to be disposed of; or

is disposed ; or 

is required by a law of the Commonwealth, a State or a Territory to be disposed of.

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Australia. 

Hazardous waste means:

(a) waste prescribed by the regulations, where the waste has any of the characteristics mentioned in Annex III to the Basel Convention; or

(b) wastes covered by paragraph 1(a) of Article 1 of the Basel Convention; or

(c) househod  waste; or 

(d) residues arising from the incineration of household waste; but does not include wastes covered by paragraph 4 of Article 1 of the Basel Convention.

Note 1: Section 4A provides for an extended meaning of hazardous waste. The extended meaning relates to the following matters:

(a) a case where a foreign country has classified a particular substance or object as hazardous waste;

(b) a case where a foreign country has classified waste collected from households as hazardous waste.

Note 2: Section 4F provides for an extended meaning of hazardous waste. The extended meaning relates to substances or objects subject to notification or control under Article 11 arrangements.

There are no wastes defined as, or considered to be hazardous wastes by national legislation in accordance with Art. 1, para 1(b) of the Basel Convention.

In Australia there are no wastes other than those pursuant to Art. 1 (1)a and/or Art. 1 (1)b of the Basel Convention that require special consideration when subjected to transboundary movement. 


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has not been implemented in Australia. 

	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Australia restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

Section 17 of the Hazardous Waste (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act 1989. Section 18A also provides that the Minister must not grant a Basel export permit if the applicant proposes that the hazardous waste will be disposed of by a method that is within the scope of Section A of Annex IV to the Basel Convention, unless the Minister is satisfied that there are exceptional circumstances.  In deciding whether there are exceptional circumstances the Minister must have regard to the following: 

whether there will be significant risk of injury or damage to human beings or the environment if the permit is not granted;

whether the waste is needed for research into improving the management of hazardous waste; and 

whether the waste is needed for testing for the purposes of improving the management of hazardous waste.

The Minister also has discretion to decide not to grant a permit under the Act if there is reason to believe that the hazardous waste could be disposed of safely, efficiently and in an environmentally sound manner at a facility in Australia.

Entry into force: 12 December 1996.

The restriction covers all countries and regions and all hazardous wastes.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Australia restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Section 17 of the Hazardous Waste (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act 1989. Entry into force: 12 December 1996.

The restriction covers all countries and regions and all hazardous wastes.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Australia restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 
Section 17 of the Hazardous Waste (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act 1989. Entry into force: 12 December 1996.

The restriction covers all countries and regions and all hazardous wastes.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery 

Australia restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery.

Section 17 of the Hazardous Waste (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act 1989. Entry into force: 12 December 1996.

The restriction covers all countries and regions and all hazardous wastes.



	
	Restrictions on transit

Australia restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal and recovery and for transit. 

Section 17 of the Hazardous Waste (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act 1989. Entry into force: 12 December 1996.

The restriction covers all countries and regions and all hazardous wastes.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
In Australia, municipal waste management is generally the responsibility of state, territory and local governments. The eight Australian States and Territories have economic measures/initiatives in place to reduce and/or eliminate the generation of hazardous wastes and other wastes.

Sector specific product stewardship arrangements:

Through the Environment Protection and Heritage Council (EPHC), Australian governments are working with the relevant industry associations to negotiate co-regulatory product stewardship arrangements for the tyre, television and computer sectors. A voluntary scheme is already in place for mobile phones.

If agreed, the co-regulatory product stewardship arrangements would recognise these products are part of national markets and deliver through sector wide agreements nationally coordinated voluntary solutions for these products at end-of-life.  The arrangements would provide for regulation of those companies that choose not to participate in the voluntary schemes.  This would ensure those parties participating in the voluntary schemes are not competitively disadvantaged in the market place.  Also, through the EPHC, governments are considering how Australia might harmonise with current international efforts to restrict the use of certain hazardous materials in electronic products that include TVs, computers and mobile phones. One option that is being explored in earnest is a voluntary industry Code of Practice.

Australia's EnviroNET is a directory of Australia's environment industries including databases of environment management expertise, industry applications for environmental technologies, environmental education; plus a range of other resources to support development and uptake of Australian solutions to industry's environmental issues.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Product Stewardship Arrangements for Used Oil: These arrangements were introduced in 2001 by the Australian Government to provide incentives to increase used oil recycling. The arrangements comprise a levy-benefit system, where a 5.449-cent per litre levy on new lubricating oil underwrites benefit payments to used oil recyclers and a 7-year $34.5 million transitional assistance grants scheme. The Arrangements, administered by the Australian Taxation Office and the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts aim to encourage the environmentally sustainable management and re-refining of used oil and its re-use. In the year 2006 Australians recycled approximately 214 million litres of their used oil which is a slight drop from the 221 million litres reported for 2005.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
The measures taken for reduction of the amount of hazardous wastes and other wastes subject to the transboundary movement are same as the measures taken for reduction and/or elimination of hazardous waste generation.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities

A complete list could be obtained from the following web sites:

http://www.environment.gov.au/

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/live/environment

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/

http://www.nreta.nt.gov.au/

http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/

http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/

http://www.dtae.tas.gov.au/

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/

http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/


	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities

A complete list could be obtained from the following web sites:

http://www.environment.gov.au/

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/live/environment

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/

http://www.nreta.nt.gov.au/

http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/

http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/

http://www.dtae.tas.gov.au/

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/

http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· Multilateral; OECD Member Countries; 15.03.2004 -; OECD Decision C(2001)107/FINAL concerning the revision of Decision C(92)39/FINAL on the Control of Transfrontier Movements of Wastes Destined for Recovery Operations.

· Regional; Forum Island Countries; 25.10.2001 -; Convention to Ban the Importation into Forum Island Countries of Hazardous and Radioactive Wastes and to Control the Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within the South Pacific Region (Waigani Convention)

· Bilateral; Democratic Republic of East Timor.; 04.11.2002 -; Import of hazardous wastes from East Timor for disposal in Australia




	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	A complete list could be obtained from the following web sites:

http://www.environment.gov.au/

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/live/environment

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/

http://www.nreta.nt.gov.au/

http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/

http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/

http://www.dtae.tas.gov.au/

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/

http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	1,187,208

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	Not reported

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	3,258,266

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	Not reported

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	21,090

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	Not reported

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	1,209

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	54


