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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	15.12.1997 (a)

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	07.03.2001

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))
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	National Definition
	The national definition of waste to be used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste is being prepared.

The Environmental Protection, Prevention of Dumping Act of 1988 which makes provisions for the prevention of dumping of industrial wastes, defines wastes as "Any form of industrial waste product or matter, whether known to be hazardous to human health or the natural environment". However, due to technical reasons related to its implementation this Act will be replaced upon enactment of the Waste Act referred below.

The National Environment Management Act (NEMA) 1994 defines wastes as: "Waste includes any matter, whether liquid, solid, gaseous, or radioactive, which is discharged, emitted, or deposited in the environment in such volume, composition or manner likely to adversely affect the environment".

The national definition of hazardous waste to be used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste is being prepared.

Under the Waste Bill that is being prepared, Hazardous Wastes Regulations are being elaborated. The definition of hazardous waste will be broader than Basel definition and will cover radio-active wastes.

Gambia is in a preparatory process to regulate/control wastes defined as, or considered to be hazardous wastes by national legislation in accordance with Art. 1, para 1(b) of the Basel Convention. 

These wastes are yet to be determined.

Gambia is in preparatory process of identifying wastes other than those pursuant to in Art. 1 (1)a and/or Art. 1 (1)b of the Basel Convention that require special consideration when subjected to transboundary movement. 

These wastes are yet to be determined.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has been implemented in Gambia. 

Ratified by the Gambia National Assembly in April 1999. Instrument of Ratification was deposited in July 2000.


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Gambia is in a preparatory process to restrict the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

The Draft Waste Bill is yet to be adopted.

Bearing in mind that the Gambia does not have the facilities to treat or dispose off hazardous wastes, the decision regarding the export of hazardous wastes is not to ban, but to avoid to the extent possible.  The Draft Waste Act contains provisions for this.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Gambia is in a preparatory process to restrict the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

The Draft Waste Bill is yet to be adopted.

Bearing in mind that the Gambia does not have the facilities to treat or dispose off hazardous wastes, the decision regarding the export of hazardous wastes is not to ban, but to avoid to the extent possible.  The Draft Waste Bill contains provisions for this.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Gambia restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. The Environmental Protection, Prevention of Dumping Act (1988); Bamako Convention; Basel Ban Amendment; Draft Waste Bill (to be adopted).

The restriction covers all countries/regions and all wastes for the disposal purposes. But for recovery purposes, countries/regions and wastes to be covered by this restriction are yet to be determined. Consideration will include availability of adequate facilities for recycling and recovery of the Waste Stream under question; and the geographic location of the particular country.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Gambia restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

The Environmental Protection, Prevention of Dumping Act (1988); Bamako Convention; Basel Ban Amendment; Draft Waste Bill  (to be adopted).

The restriction covers all countries/regions and all wastes for the disposal purposes. But for recovery purposes, countries/regions and wastes to be covered by this restriction are yet to be determined. Consideration will include availability of adequate facilities for recycling and recovery of the Waste Stream under question; and the geographic location of the particular country.


	
	Restrictions on transit
Gambia restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

The Bamako Convention and Draft Waste Bill (to be adopted).

To be determined.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
Gambia Environmental Action Plan (1992); Gambia Waste Management Strategy (1997); and Environmental Quality Monitoring and Enforcement strategy (1997).



	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
National Environment Management Act (1994); Environmental Management Discharge Permit Regulations (2001); Environmental Quality Standards Regulations (1999); and Ozone Depleting Substances Regulations 2000.



	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Monthly Environmental Tax on all salaried workers; Environmental tax on all imported second hand items except used clothing; and National Environment Agency conducts an Annual National Environmental Award Scheme.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
The Gambia Tourism Authority has embarked on a yearly award for the Most Environmentally Friendly hotel. The National Environment Agency has also embarked on a few demonstration projects to promote best practices in industry.

	
	Others
Sensitization and information campaigns under the Environmental Education and Communication Programme of the National Environment Agency; and Integration of Environmental Education in the school curricular at all levels.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
National Action Plan for Chemical Management.



	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
Draft Hazardous Wastes Regulations under the Draft Waste Management Act.



	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Use of waste oil in a Clay brick kiln and the Gambia Technical Training Institute Foundry.


	
	Others
Sensitization of all relevant institutions including, health, customs, navy, port authority, the police on issues related to transboundary movements of hazardous wastes; and enlightening these institutions or their respective rules forwarding relevant documentations related to the Basel Convention.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	No facilities available


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· Regional; ; ; Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within Africa


	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	Not reported

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	Not reported

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	Not reported

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	Not reported

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	Not reported


