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Press Release

Opening of Basel Convention Coordinating Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for the Latin American and Caribbean Region

Geneva, Switzerland - Montevideo, Uruguay 30/01/04- A Basel Convention Coordinating Center was officially launched today in Uruguay following successful operations on a pilot basis since 1995. The Basel Convention Coordinating Center was created by a Framework Agreement signed between the Secretariat of the Basel Convention
 and the Government of the Republic of Uruguay.  The Basel Convention Coordinating Centre will coordinate the Basel Convention Regional Centres in Latin America and the Caribbean (Argentina, El Salvador and Trinidad and Tobago) on training and technology transfer.

The Basel Convention is the world’s environmental agreement on wastes. It covers nearly 160 national governments and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the inappropriate management of waste. The Basel Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. The Convention covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes which are being move from one country to another. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to prevent or minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

The core functions of the Coordinating Center are to develop training programmes in the field of the environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes and to work on the transfer of environmentally sound technology and the minimization of the generation of hazardous wastes.

Special emphasis is also placed on executing programmes of regional scope in coordination with the sub-regional centres and on information exchange in the field of hazardous wastes and other wastes with Parties to the Basel Convention of the region and the Secretariat of the Basel Convention.

Further, The Basel Convention Coordinating Center will contribute to the promotion of a lifecycle approach to the management of hazardous materials through the coordinated implementation of the Basel Convention, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.
In Latin America and the Caribbean, great efforts have been made at developing projects in partnership with the Basel Convention Secretariat, as in the field of lead-acid batteries and PCBs for example. Though much improvement has been made in this field, Latin America and the Caribbean is still faced by the high cost of research and implementation facilities in the area of the environmentally sound management of toxic waste and waste minimization.

Present at the signing were Ms Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention Secretariat, Ambassador Guillermo Valles, 

Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uruguay and Mr. Paul Irureta,
Minister of Housing, Land Planning and Environment of the Republic of Uruguay.
“The opening of the Basel Convention Coordinating Center is a crucial development for the implementation of the Basel Convention in the region and the promotion of environmentally sustainable development.” said Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention. 

The Minister of the Environment of Uruguay, Mr Paul Irureta, underlined that “capacity building is essential for the implementation of the Basel Convention and added that the Centers play an important role in the implementation of the Convention and management of hazardous waste in an environmentally sound manner. For this reason Minister Irureta said that it was an honour for the Government of Uruguay to host this Center”.

For Ambassador Guillermo Valles “the opening of the Basel Convention Coordinating Center represents an important opportunity for Uruguay to contribute to the Basel Convention process and is a multi-faceted tool for the region in managing hazardous wastes and their transport efficiently.  “

The decision to set up the Coordination Center was taken at the sixth Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention in December 2002. 

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Appel, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Appel@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int

� Basel Convention on the Control of the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (www.basel.int)






	SECRETARIAT OF THE BASEL CONVENTION

ON THE CONTROL OF TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENTS OF HAZARDOUS WASTES AND THEIR DISPOSAL
15, chemin des Anémones, 1219 Châtelaine (Geneva), Switzerland

Tel: [41 22] 917 8218( Fax: [41 22] 797 3454  ( Email: sbc@unep.ch (Web: www.basel.int





