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Note to the Press

Creation of Institute dealing with Waste Issues in Africa

Geneva, Switzerland – Jeju, Korea 31/03/04- 

The first step towards the creation of a new African Intergovernmental Organisation dealing with waste issues- the Africa Institute for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous and Other Wastes- was made today with the signing of an Agreement at UNEP’s Governing Council, presently being held in Jeju, Korea.

Initiated by English-speaking African countries, the signing of the Agreement represents the formal intention by Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia to set up and join the Africa Institute for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous and Other Wastes. The next step will be the ratification of the Agreement at national level. The Institute will be legally established upon ratification of the Agreement by five states and hosted by South Africa.

The Institute will help its members service the Basel and Bamako Conventions as well as other related Multilateral Environmental Agreements.

Once legally established, the Secretariat of the Basel Convention will sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Institute through which the Institute will perform the functions of the Basel Convention Regional Center for Africa. The core functions of the Regional Center are to develop training programmes in the field of the environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes and to work on the transfer of environmentally sound technology and the minimization of the generation of hazardous and other wastes.

The Tanzanian Environment Minister, Mr. Arcado Ntagazwa, chairman of UNEP’s Governing Council, chaired the session at which the Deputy Minister for Environmental Affairs and Tourism for South Africa, Mrs. Rejoice Mabudafhasi and Mrs. Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention,  presented their statements introducing the signing. 

Mrs. Mabudafhasi indicated the signing was “a great opportunity to fulfill the capacity building mandate within the larger context of environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes as provided for in the Basel Convention, other related Multilateral Environmental Agreements and the Nepad environmental initiatives”. Mrs. Kuwabara-Yamamoto said “we are very proud of progress made in this area, which follows efforts made worldwide in the regional implementation of the Basel Convention”.

The Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal is the world’s environmental agreement on wastes. It covers nearly 160 national governments and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the inappropriate management of waste. 
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The Basel Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. The Convention covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes, which are being move from one country to another. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to prevent or minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

The Bamako Convention on the ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes within Africa was adopted in Bamako, Mali, in 1991, under the auspices of the Organization of African Unity. The Bamako Convention aims to protect human health and the environment from dangers posed by hazardous wastes by reducing their generation to a minimum in terms of quantity and/or hazard potential. All Parties are obliged to prohibit the import of all hazardous wastes, for any reason, into Africa from non-Contracting Parties. Also, the dumping of radioactive wastes, industrial wastes, sewage and sewage sludge is prohibited. The Bamako Convention places the duty on the Parties to monitor their respective waterways to ensure that no dumping occurs.

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Appel, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Appel@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int or Michael Williams, UNEP Information Unit for Conventions, at +41 22 917 82 42 or +41 79 40 91 528 (cell), Michael.Williams@unep.ch
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