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Press Release 

Vodafone, France Telecom/Orange and Bell Canada 

Join Basel Convention Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative 

Geneva, 5 July 2005 – Telecom operators Vodafone, France Telecom/Orange and Bell Canada are joining the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI) of the Basel Convention-United Nations Environment Programme today. The official signing ceremony coincides with the fifth meeting of the Basel Convention’s Mobile Phone Working Group at the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. With this declaration the telecom operators join the 12 largest manufacturers of mobile phones worldwide, which have been members of the MPPI since its beginning.


“The joining of Vodafone, France Telecom/Orange and Bell Canada is truly beneficial to the MPPI. It broadens the area of expertise of the Partnership and reinforces the commitment of all stakeholders to protect the environment through the MPPI” said Marco Buletti, the Swiss Chairman of the Mobile Phone Working Group.
The Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative, initiated by the Swiss Government, is a unique public-private partnership composed of experts from Parties and Signatories to the Basel Convention, Basel Convention Regional Centres, representatives of mobile phone manufacturers, telecom operators, refurbishers, recyclers, environmental, industrial and developmental NGOs and representatives of the Basel Convention Secretariat. 

The number of mobile phones is growing every year: in 2004 approximately 630 million mobile phones were sold worldwide. It is expected that the number of subscribers to mobile telecom-services will reach 2 billions in the year 2006. The MPPI aims so to improve the environmental friendliness of mobile phones, influence consumer behaviour and promote the environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life mobile phones. 
Four project groups operate under the MPPI, dealing with refurbishment and re-use, collection and transboundary movements, recycling and material recovery, and awareness raising on design considerations and training for the environmentally sound management (ESM) of used and end-of-life mobile phones. So far, comprehensive guidance documents have been developed in each project group, as well as an overall guidance document. 

‘”This initiative perfectly meets our respective sustainability goals and we are very proud to contribute to this important partnership between Governments, industry and NGOs in order to promote the ESM of used and end of life electronic devices for the benefit of all stakeholders” said Luc Perrouin of France Telecom/Orange on behalf of the telecom operators which include Bell Canada and Vodafone.
At today’s meeting, the Mobile Phone Working Group will be seeking proposals for pilot projects on collection and treatment schemes for used and end-of-life mobile phones taking on board the experience gained by France Telecom/Orange and Vodafone in their launching of such pilot projects in Senegal and Egypt.
“The widening of the MPPI’s telecom operator base and the upcoming pilot projects in developing countries and countries with economies in transition show much progress in the implementation of the environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life mobile phones, the ESM of end-of-life products being one the pillars of the Basel Convention “said Ms Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention. 

The member companies of the MPPI are: Alcatel, Bell Canada, France Telelcom/Orange, LG, Matsushita (Panasonic), Mitsubishi, Nokia, Philips, Motorola, NEC, Samsung, Sharp, Siemens, Sony Ericsson and Vodafone.

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Dawe, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 (0) 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int or Michael Williams, Information Officer, Information Unit for Conventions/UNEP, on +41 (0) 22 917 82 42 or +41 79 40 91 528 (cell) or Michael.Williams@unep.ch

