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For use of the media only, not an official document.

PRESS ADVISORY

Launch of Pilot Project on Transboundary Movement of End-of-Life Mobile Phones in South East Asian Countries 

Geneva, 9 November 2006—On 1 November 2006, during the Asia 3R Conference which was held in Tokyo, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the implementation of a Pilot Project on Transboundary Movement of End-of-Life Mobile Phones in South East Asian Countries was signed between the Secretariat of the Basel Convention (SBC), the Basel Convention Regional Centre for South East Asia (SEA), based in Jakarta, and the Dowa Eco-System Co., Ltd. Japan. 

Under this Pilot Project, Dowa Eco-System Co. Ltd. will contribute 10 million Japanese Yen of seed money to cover the costs of activities for the first stage of the project during the 2006 financial year which finishes on 31 March 2007.  The whole project will be implemented from 1 November 2006 until 31 March 2008. 

The objective of the Pilot Project which would involve initially Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore, is to establish a scheme for the collection and environmentally sound management of end-of-life mobile phones from these three countries. As a first step, an investigation of the current status of end-of-life mobile phones will be conducted and at the second stage a pilot collection scheme for collection and control transboundary movement of end-of-life mobile phones to Japan for recovery of precious metals will be carried out in an environmentally sound manner.  
Ms. Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of SBC said “the Pilot Project is a significant and ground breaking initiative between SBC, the BCRC SEA and a well-established Japanese precious metal smelting company towards ensuring proper management and resource recovery of materials from e-wastes”. The Project will also provide an opportunity for the practical implementation of the technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of end-of-life mobile phones developed under the Basel Convention Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative and contributes towards sharing knowledge and know-how for the safe handling of such phones. Dowa Eco-System Co., Ltd. said that if successful, the project would be expanded and implemented in other Asian countries and would include e-wastes such as personal computers and accessories.
Note to journalists:  For additional information see www.basel.int or contact Michael Williams at +41-22-917 8242; +41-79-409-1528 (cell) or michael.williams@unep.ch; Nicole Dawe at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch

