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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Hazardous wastes experts seek to strengthen Basel Convention 
 

Geneva, 14 January 2002 – Legal and technical experts are meeting here this week to 
develop policies and technical guidelines for the Basel Convention on the Control of the 
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal. 

 
From 14 to 15 January, the Convention’s Technical Working Group will continue its 

work on the technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of waste lead-acid 
batteries, metal and metal compounds, plastic wastes, persistent organic pollutants (POPs), and 
the dismantling of ships.  

 
In addition, the Group will review and consider adjusting the lists of wastes considered 

hazardous or non-hazardous under the Convention. It will also debate the German proposals on 
asphalt wastes and edible oil wastes (e.g. frying oils) and the cooperation with the World 
Customs Organization and the OECD. 

 
The Legal Working Group will meet from 18 to 19 January to address the issue of 

monitoring the implementation and compliance, emergency fund and financial mechanism, and 
review the legal implications of the dismantling of ships. 

 
The two Groups will meet jointly for the first time from 16 to 17 January to evaluate 

progress on the decisions adopted in 1999 by ministers and senior officials at the Convention’s 
Conference of the Parties.  

 
Delegates will discuss issues relating to the implementation of the Decision regarding 

Annex VII which prohibits the export of hazardous wastes from countries of OECD, EC, 
Liechtenstein to other countries; bilateral, multilateral or regional agreements for promoting 
Basel’s goals; preventing and monitoring illegal traffic in hazardous wastes; ship dismantling; the 
1999 Protocol on Liability and Compensation; and environmentally sound management, 
including the draft Strategic Plan for the Basel Convention. 

 
The results of this week’s talks will help set the stage for the sixth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties (COP 6), tentatively scheduled for 9 – 13 December 2002 in Geneva. 
 
 The Basel Convention was adopted in March 1989 after a series of notorious "toxic 
cargoes" from industrialized countries drew public attention to the dumping of hazardous wastes 
in developing and East European countries. The Convention regulates the movement of these 

 



wastes and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an 
environmentally sound manner. Governments are expected to minimize the quantities that are 
transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to where they were generated, and 
to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.  
 

Due to different reporting methods in many countries, it is extremely difficult to produce 
reliable statistics on the generation and cross-border movements of hazardous waste. According 
to statistics provided by 36 Parties to the Basel Convention, about 200 million metric tonnes of 
hazardous wastes were generated in their countries in 1999.  

 
As of January 2002, 148 countries and the European Community are Parties to the 

Convention. 
 

Note to journalists: For interviews or additional information, please contact Anne-Maria Fenner 
at +41-79-477 0886 (cell), or fax +41-22-7973454 or e-mail anne-marie.fenner@unep.ch. See 
also www.basel.int. 
 


