Comments on the report on the review of the current Strategic Plan and views on a new strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention

Government of Japan

In accordance with the Decision IX/3, it was agreed that the Parties submit views on a new strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention, in particular with regard to potential elements of the framework, including indicators of achievement and performance, and also the respective roles of each partner in its future implementation.  However, in order to consider a new strategic framework on the basis of evaluation of and lessons learned from the implementation of the current Strategic Plan, the report which the Secretariat prepared on the review of the implementation of the current Strategic Plan was not necessarily sufficient for this purpose. Therefore, Japan would like to make a comment on elements which should be additionally analyzed in the report and on a new strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention.

1. Secretariat’s report on the review of the implementation of the current Strategic Plan   
· Overall: The report should include the results of analysis, in accordance with the paragraph 4(b) of the Decision IX/3:
(i) Best possible knowledge on levels and trends of transboundary waste streams and the environmentally sound management of wastes;
(ii) Assessment of capacities of developing countries and countries with economies in transition; and

(iii) Acknowledgement of specific challenges being faced by small island developing States and least developed countries in the environmentally sound management of wastes.
· 3.1.1 Financial matters: since the report noted that one of the main concerns in the implementation of the current Strategic Plan is the scarcity of sustainable and adequate financial resources, a table of annual variation of financial contribution, expenditure and sources of financial contribution utilized for the implementation of the current Strategic Plan should be prepared for the estimation of the necessary financial resources for the implementation of the new strategic framework. 
· 3.1.3 National Reporting: for the purpose of analyzing the causes of and considering measures against the fact that the number of reporting Parties was decreasing from 2002 through 2006, detailed information regarding the number of non-reporting Parties, the number of reporting Parties whose report are insufficient, types of data and information which are frequently missing, and possible reasons behind that should be elaborated in the report.   
· 3.3 Achievement of the projects: a table should be prepared which categorizes and summarizes the implementation status of the projects for each waste stream taking into account time sequence, geographical distribution and focused areas (integrated summary table of Annex VI to IX). This kind of works is essential for deciding the new waste streams focus areas in the coming strategic framework.   
· Annex V: Action Table under the fields of the Basel Convention: a comparative assessment should be given between a list of outcomes and indicators of which achievement is lacking or insufficient and of which is recommended to be included in a new strategic framework.

· Annex V: Action Table under the fields of the Basel Convention: activities of the Asian Network for prevention of illegal transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, whose proposals were submitted to the first session of the Open-ended Working Group under the current strategic plan, should be included in the Results of the Second cluster of the Annex 5 to the Secretariat’s report.

2. Views on a new strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention

· Some of the indicators listed in the current Strategic Plan include ones whose achievement and performance is difficult to be known or evaluated by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention. Feasibility of monitoring and evaluation by the Secretariat should be taken into account in establishing indicators of achievement and performance in a new strategic framework. 

· As mentioned in the Secretariat’s report, a mechanism to monitor and evaluate the progress of the implementation of the Strategic Plan on a regular basis should be institutionalized. In a new strategic framework, it is suggested to include a format for the Secretariat to compile the achievement and progress of the implementation on a regular basis and to report to the Parties. With this, the Parties should consider the establishment of a regular monitoring and evaluation mechanism of the implementation of a new strategic framework at the next Open-ended Working Group.   

· Financial strategy for the implementation of a new strategic framework should be developed in parallel with preparing a draft of a new strategic framework. The strategy should include measures for feasible and sustainable resource mobilization, in particular, for the implementation of projects/programs by BCRCs
· Promotion of the 3Rs (reduce, reuse and recycle of materials and wastes) should be incorporated into a new strategic framework noting that the 3Rs can make significant contribution to shifting countries toward sustainable consumption and production patterns by improving resource productivity and efficiency as well as by decoupling resource consumption and economic growth with high priority on waste prevention, minimization, reuse, recycle and disposal in an environmentally sound manner in line with the objectives of the Basel Convention.
· More priority should be given to the elements on the legal clarity of hazardous wastes which each Parties regulates and the enforcement strengthening for the prevention of illegal and illicit transboundary movements of hazardous wastes as indicated in the discussions by the Asian Network of prevention of illegal transboundary movement of hazardous wastes.  

· It is pointed out in the report that BCRCs face difficulty in acquiring up-to-date information in the region they locate and assessing transboundary movements and regional waste management capacity/capability and also that the number of reporting Parties in accordance with the Article 13 of the Convention is on the decrease. Measures to involve BCRCs with the reporting process of the Parties in the region they cover should be considered for the purpose of realizing a BCRCs’ function to remind the Parties of the reporting requirements, control the quality and reliability of data and information, and share and assess the basic data and information on transboundary movement and waste management capacity/capability in the region. 

·   Measures such as organization of regular coordination meetings among the BCRCs should be considered for enhancing coordination and sharing knowledge and experiences among them.
