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Informal translation
Comments by Argentina on Decision IX/3 regarding the Strategic Plan
(contained in letter below)

Dear Executive Secretary,

I write in relation to the implementation of Decision IX/3 adopted by the Ninth Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Strategic Plan, for your information and necessary action. The following are the comments on the difficulties and obstacles faced in the implementation of the above mentioned Plan.

Accessorily, it is necessary to observe that the Secretariat of Environment and Sustainable Development through its National Directorate for Environmental Control is the Competent Authority on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous through the execution of the following instruments:
· Law No. 23.922 (approval of the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and other Wastes)

· Law No. 24.051 on Hazardous Wastes; and Regulatory Decree No. 831/92.

· Decree No. 181/92 which regulates the control of imports of Non-Hazardous wastes utilized by the national industry as industrial supplies 

· Resolution No. 946/02 on importation procedures of non-hazardous wastes within the framework of Decree PEN 181/92

· Resolution No. 896/02 on procedures of exportation of hazardous wastes within the framework of the Basel Convention.

Since 2003 the following actions have been concluded:

· The control through the Customs Office of the Argentinean government of all transboundary movement of hazardous and non-hazardous wastes in the terms of the Basel Convention and national legislation.

· The elaboration and publication in the Secretariat’s website (www.ambiente.gov.ar) of reports on territorial movements of hazardous wastes for 2004 and 2005.
· The implementation in 2008 of two pilot projects on the recollection and management of electric and electronic waste no longer in use coming from households. These projects were carried out with the aim of elucidating the problem emerging by this type of wastes and to define the framework for a sustainable environmental sound management.

· The organization of a series of seminars in 2008 on management, handling and treatment of used tyres as well as wastes originating from electrical and electric equipment.

Regarding the Strategic Plan, it must be highlighted that it contributed to improve the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes through pilot projects and development of national capacities in the subject. In this regard, the Basel Convention Regional Centre for South America has played a key role in its implementation.

The main objective of the Basel Convention Regional Centres is to become an entity that promotes capacity building, technology transfer and information on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes; with the objective of preventing damage to health and the environment at national, sub-regional and regional level.
In order to reach this aim, currently the regional centres are dedicated to serve the different agents involved in the management of hazardous materials, such as industry, governments, universities, customs authorities, the private sector, NGOs, among others; with the necessary capacity, information and technology transfer regarding the management, collection, control, identification, transport, treatment, recycling of materials and final disposal of hazardous wastes and other wastes subject to the Basel Convention.

In order to ensure an effective implementation of the mentioned activities, a sustainable financial mechanism is required which shall be capable to cover the constant costs incurred.
In this context, one of the outstanding difficulties observed is the limited availability of funds, which have a direct effect in the capacity of the Centers in the development of their activities.

Regarding mentioned circumstances and taking into account the relevance that this Competent Authority assigns to the strengthening of the Regional Centres, and acting in accordance to the objectives of the Strategic Plan, the Republic of Argentina, through its Secretariat of Environment and Sustainable Development made in 2008 a financial contribution of US$ 100.000 that will be part of the budget of   2008-2010.

In addition to that, in its role of Competent Authority, the Secretariat has experienced constraints regarding its limited human resources assigned to the specific area that is attached to the transboundary movements of hazardous and non-hazardous wastes. The personnel assigned to this activity are also involved in the total control of transboundary movements of wastes under the terms of the national legislation and of the Convention; the control of industrial facilities, or of services involving activities of export of hazardous wastes and import of non-hazardous wastes; monitoring and control of hazardous wastes generators that are destined to be treated in facilities in other countries; inspections in order to verify the  destination of waste materials that are imported to be used as input materials for industrial processes, among other activities. Such limitations not only reduce the capacity to the analysis and review of documents and technical guidelines, but also to provide due response to requests for comments from the Secretariat of the Convention, and also for the participation in other initiatives regarding the implementation of the Basel Convention.

Designation of a contact person to liaise with the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to analyze the Strategic Plan: 
Regarding the invitation to Parties as per Paragraph 7 of Decision IX/3, to designate a national contact person the following is the updated information:

Name:
  
Lic. Alberto Santos Capra

Office:

Direction of Hazardous Wastes

Entity:

Secretariat of Environment and Sustainable Development

Telephone:
0054 11-4348-8692/8210

Fax:

0054 11-4348-8239

Email:

acapra@ambiente.gov.ar
With kindest regards,

Lic. Alberto Santos Capra

Director of Hazardous Wastes

Nacional Direction for Environmental Control
