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Informal translation
BCRC-Argentina

Comments on the development and obstacles in the implementation of the present Strategic Plan of the Basel Convention
The Basel Convention Regional Centre for South America was formally established in July 2005, by signing the Framework Agreement, nevertheless the Centre started its operations in May 2002.

The Centre carried out the following tasks on the implementation of the Strategic Plan 2002-2010: 

Project: Implementation of Illegal Traffic on Hazardous Wastes and others.  Out of this project resulted in the publication and translation of the Basel Convention Implementation Manual.  Within the scope of this project a workshop on the implementation of measures against illegal traffic of hazardous wastes and other wastes was held on 22 and 23 March 2003 jointly with custom authorities of the region.

The ratification and implementation of the Protocol on Liability and Compensation was promoted in the region through the carrying out of a workshop on the promotion of the Protocol in July 2004.
Other activities were carried out on the cooperation and coordination of synergies with other International Environmental Agreements, as is the case of the Regional Workshop in the South American region on the Environmentally Sound Destruction of POPs in the context of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions.

Technical assistance was provided to countries in the region regarding the formulation of a regulation to prevent generation of wastes and the promotion of the environmentally sound management of wastes generated.  An example of this is the project on the inventory of e-waste in South America, the objective of which was the elaboration, drafting and updating of a national inventory and the technical guidelines with relation to the subject of electric and electronic waste, with a view to comply with international regulation aimed at achieving an environmentally sound management of these wastes.  Assistance was given to Colombia to carry out a pilot project on the collection of e-waste.
In 2009 implementation of a PCB project on mining activities in Chile and Peru will be carried out.

Links with other stakeholders in the international system on hazardous wastes within the region were strengthened.

The government of Argentina (through its Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development) made a financial contribution of  $100.000 with the objective of applying it to projects related to priority activities of the Basel Convention: mercury wastes, electronic equipment wastes and used tyres.
The Centre participated in the following seminars and conferences on management of electric and electronic wastes:

- International Conference on Hazardous Wastes held 18-20 November 2008 in Bogotá, Colombia.  Statement on the Study of Management of Electric and Electronic Equipment Wastes in South America (Phase I) and Pilot Project on Recollection in Bogotá (Phase II).

-International Congress REWAS 08 – from 12 to 15 October 2008 – held in Cancún, México.  Statement on the legal framework and the role of governments regarding the management of electric and electronic equipment wastes (RAEES).

- Second Seminar on the Management of Electric and Electronic Equipment Wastes (RAEES) 16/09/2008.  Buenos Aires. International, regional and national legal framework, European Union.  Costa Rica, Governmental Law on Hazardous Wastes 24.051.  Regional Agreements.  Extended producer’s Responsibility.
Likewise, member of Platform RELAC/SUR/IDRC dedicated to projects on recycling of electronic wastes in Latin America.

Among obstacles encountered we can refer to:

· difficulties in financing for the region.  In order to carry out productive work it is necessary to implement a sustainable financial mechanism in time.

· new Strategic Plan should foresee a real and effective strengthening of the Regional Centres, within the network of Centres of the Convention, as well as their synergy articulation in a network of centres servicing Multilateral Environmental Agreements (Stockholm Convention, Rotterdam Convention, Basel Convention, and SAICM).
· Difficulties in training BCRCs’staff.

· Speeding up of dissemination of information mechanisms on the work of the Centres to different regional and international organizations.

