BASEL CONVENTION REGIONAL COORDINATING CENTRE FOR AFRICA
UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN, NIGERIA

12  February 2009

Mr. Nelson Sabogal,

Senior Programme Officer

Secretariat of the Basel Convention

Geneva.

Dear Mr. Sabogal,

Comments on the Development and Obstacles Related to the Strategic Plan for the Implementations of the Basel Convention.

The Decision IX/3 of the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 9) held in Bali, Indonesia in June 2008, requesting comments on the  Basel Convention  Strategic Plan (2000-2010) for the implementation of the Basel Convention refers.  The Strategic Plan contains strategies to implement various activities on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes. It  gives mandate to the Basel Convention Regional Centres (BCRCs) and the Basel Convention Regional Coordinating Centres (BCCs) through the Secretariat of the Basel Convention (SBC),  to   assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition  implement the Basel Convention.

The comments of our centre, the Basel Convention Regional Coordinating Centre for Africa, Ibadan, Nigeria  is provided below.

(i) The extent of the implementation of the Strategic Plan varies from region to region and also between the Basel Centres mainly due to infrastructural, human and financial resources constraints. Nonetheless the dividends of the Strategic Plan have been made available to some of the parties where the Basel Centres have been able to undertake projects, developed appropriate technical guidelines that address some specific wastes as well as the organization of awareness raising workshops.

(ii) BCRCs   provide important mechanism and tool for the implementation of 

the strategic plan during the period under review. Their effectiveness was limited by a number of factors which include (a) lack of availability of donors to fund most of the project proposals submitted for funding through the Secretariat of the Basel Convention; (ii) inadequacy of funds in the trust Fund of the Basel Convention which severely limits the number of projects and programmes to be funded from this source; (iii) inadequate and/or lack of financial support from parties served by the various BCRCS and BCCCs and (iv) Need for capacity building for the BCRCs and BCCCs in the areas of Project Proposal Formulation and Preparation, Project Implementation and Management.

(iii) Arising from (ii) the involvement of the BCRCs and BCCCs has been limited largely due to predictable and sustainable funding. The need for the development of a   Financial Mechanism for sustainable funding of the BCRCs and BCCCs becomes critically important for the attainment of the goals of the Strategic Plan. It is critical that this mechanism be available and incorporated into the next phase of the Strategic plan from 2010 and beyond.

(iv) The development of Partnership Programmes under the plan by the Convention especially the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI) and the Partnership for Action on Computing on Computing Equipment (PACE) provide landmark of successful cooperation among multi-stakeholders including industry, governments and the civil society. This laudable concept needs to be expanded to tackle the environmentally Sound Management (ESM) of other priority hazardous waste streams in addition to e-waste issue which is presently being addressed.

(v) The problem of illegal traffic of hazardous waste persists which is a manifestation of the  lack of or ineffectiveness of the control measures on the control of the transboundary movement of hazardous and other wastes that are in place now. The Probo Koala incident in Cote D’lvoire in August 2006 involving the illegal dumping of hazardous wastes from Estonia and Holland in Cote D’Ivoire in 2006  demonstrates the weakness in the present measures in place. is a testimony of the fact that the implementation of the capacity of the parties to implement the convention needs further strengthening. 

(vi)   It is important to canvass political support  for the strategic plan to encourage parties to the convention  especially those in developing countries and countries with economies in transition to complement donor support as these countries would benefit from the implementation of the plan.

(vii) Priority projects in the present Plan should be rolled over into the new plan ,  while also incorporating new emerging issues;  and actively carrying out intense stakeholders awareness raising and education. 
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Prof O. Osibanjo

Director/Chief Executive
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