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Implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Basel Convention
The Strategic Plan (2002- 2010) for the implementation of the Basel Convention helped develop and implement a number of projects including those relating to:
· Electric and electronic wastes;

· Lead Acid batteries;

· Used oils;

· Persistent organic pollutants wastes, including obsolete stocks of pesticides, polychlorobiphenyles (PCB), dioxins and furans; 

· Biomedical wastes and healthcare wastes;

· Households wastes mixed with hazardous wastes;

· By-products from ships dismantling;
These different projects proposals submitted by the regional centres were based on their Business Plan, which reflected the needs of the countries in the region.

In view of the above, the Strategic Plan is crucial for an effective implementation of the Basel Convention at the triple level of national, regional and international. Therefore a new ten years Strategic Framework is necessary to ensure sustainability in the effective application of the Convention.

However, the following difficulties from the Strategic Plan 2002 – 2010 have been encountered:
· Lack of sustainable financing;

· Insufficient qualified persons in developing countries, because of lack of human’s capacity-building related to the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes;

· Insufficient hazardous wastes management’s infrastructures in developing countries;

· Insufficient legal and regulatory framework;

· Lack of a policy of environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes with an operational action plan;

· The ineffectiveness of a sustainable strategy for mobilizing financial resources.

In conclusion, we believe that the Strategic Plan 2002 – 2010 did not receive a monitoring-evaluation mechanism. Indeed the lack of an international coordination committee (or steering committee) responsible for coordinating the implementation of the Plan did not allow a mid-term evaluation. This committee should have a clearly defined mandate and work in close collaboration with the Secretariat of the Convention, the regional coordinators and the national Focal Points exclusively in charge of the implementation of the Strategic Plan.
Concerning the up-coming Plan, on one hand the difficulties above mentioned should be taken into account and on the other hand to consider some priorities waste streams, which are nowadays concerns even scourges for developing countries, like:
· Plastics wastes that cause the destruction of livestock, the lack of regeneration of groundwater, the soil sealing and the degradation of air quality following uncontrolled cremation. 

· Used waters and excretas;

· Used tyres;

· Biomedical wastes;
· Municipal wastes;

· PCB: The regional project for French-speaking countries in Africa on PCB, if implemented, will give the opportunity to the region to get rid of hazardous wastes, to create new jobs and especially to protect population health and environment.

Our country pays particular attention to this project and will spare no efforts to ensure its success.

· Used oils: The Basel Convention Regional Centre for French-speaking countries in Africa took the advantage of a regional project, which enable to quantify the used oils and develop operational action plans. But it lacks adequate funding to ensure the effectiveness of these plans. Our country actively took part of this project and has an action plan.

· National inventory of hazardous wastes

Indeed it is important to stress that in many developing countries, the competent authorities do not know exactly which type and which quantities of hazardous wastes are generated or imported into their territory and which management are applied. Such information are important to regulate, plan, set priorities and control wastes management and particularly hazardous wastes management.
Therefore, the first step in the implementation of the Strategic Plan consists of making an inventory of types, quantities and wastes management. It is only than we can decide which problems should be resolved in priority, and through what steps. It is also from that time it will become possible to develop national and regional hazardous waste management covering all stages of the life of waste, including production, transfer and disposal. 

· Taking into account the Rabat Statement after the first continental conference for Africa on the prevention and environmentally sound management of stockpiles of hazardous wastes held in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco.

· The continuation of the initiative for a partnership on mobile phones;
· Illegal traffic of hazardous wastes.

Here is Sir/Madam the Note of Burkina Faso in terms of implementation of the Basel Convention.
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