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Activities for the implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal
1. Regulatory framework

· Adoption of Law 28-00 related to waste management and their disposal: This act regulates in chapter VI the transboundary movement of waste in accordance with the provisions of the Basel Convention.
· Adoption of Decree No. 2-07-253 of 18 July 2008 on waste classification and determining the list of hazardous wastes;

· The Decree on the control of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes is being prepared.

· Morocco has ratified the Ban Amendment of the Convention and has incorporated its provisions in the Act 28-00 on waste management and their disposal. 
2. Support to the Basel Convention Regional Centre (BCTC-Egypt)

· Participation in the training sessions organized by the BCRC on waste management.

· The BCRC has provided funding for a project on the development of an approach for the environmentally sound management of wastes from the artisan industries in the region of Marrakech: the allocated budget is 30 000US$. This project, which started in December 2008, is to achieve a diagnosis of the current situation and impact assessment of waste from artisan industries on the environment, developing an action plan and the implementation of priority actions identified by the monitoring committee.
3. African programme to eliminate stockpiles of obsolete pesticides (PASP-Maroc)

The African programme to eliminate stockpiles of obsolete pesticides (PASP) is part of the declaration on the prevention and the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes adopted at the fifth Conference of the Parties, held from 6 to 10 December 1999 in Basel. The programme also meets the concerns of African countries expressed in the Rabat Declaration, prepared by the ministerial segment of the first African conference on the prevention and management of hazardous wastes held in Rabat from 8 to 12 January 2001 and adopted in Ouganda in July 2002 by the Council of African Ministers of Environment. 
The PASP has introduced a number of criteria, mainly the ratification of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

Morocco took the benefit of PASP following the ratification of the Convention.

This programme is funded by donors including the World Bank, GEF and GTZ. The Grant Agreement on PASP-Morocco was signed on 5 February 2007 and its implementation is ensured by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries as an implementing agency of the project. The Department of Environment is participating in this programme in the section on capacity-building by providing training to managers of Departments involved in the impact of pesticides on human health and the environment. 
The first phase was implemented, it concerns:

· Training on the inventories techniques of obsolete pesticides, the risk assessment models, personal protective measures and safeguard’s techniques. 

· National inventory of pesticide’s stockpiles.

The second phase will concern:
· The environmentally sound disposal of pesticides and wastes contaminated by pesticides (containers and equipments) accumulated in Morocco;

· Prevention of their accumulation by the introduction of measures to ensure (i) the sustainability of operations and (ii) the non re-accumulation of important stockpiles of obsolete pesticides;
· Capacity building and institutional strengthening on important issues related to chemicals.

4. Project on environmentally sound management and disposal of PCB

Under the Stockholm Convention, the National Committee on Persistent Organic Pollutants has identified as a national priority the disposal of PCB’s equipments and PCB’s wastes. On this basis, a project “sound management and disposal of PCB” was conducted jointly with UNDP and UNIDO, with funding provided by GEF.
The project started in March 2007 and includes two components:

· “Soft” component including activities on upgrade regulatory and inventories of equipment and PCB wastes existing in Morocco. This component is supervised by the UNDP;
· “Hard” component including the feasibility study of a facility for disposal of transformers oils. The achievement of this component was assigned to UNIDO. 
The results of these two components will be integrated in a document of a “Full Size Project” (FSP) submitted to the GEF for obtaining funding.

This funding will:

· update the national legislation on PCB,

· establish a system of monitoring and management of PCBs,

· to subsidize the disposal of pure PCB transformers,

· to establish a unit for disposal of transformer oils contaminated by PCBs in collaboration with the private sector.

To date, the first part “soft” of the project has largely been fulfilled, including the following activities:

I. Drafting a regulation on PCBs: draft decree sent to departments for comments and opinions;
II. Finalized national inventory on PCB (list of owners, location of PCB equipments, quantities of PCBs, oil analysis etc.);
III. Identification of companies that work well and evaluation of co-financing of the operation of disposal of pure PCB;

IV. Drafting of FSP: This document has been prepared for the first phase (disposal of the most risky elements; pure PCB equipments).
The GEF has provided funding to Morocco for the implementation of Pillar I on the disposal of pure PCB through exportation and strengthening national capacity for environmentally sound management of PCB.

5. Project on the development of recycling of electronic and electrical wastes in Africa

The Fund Global Digital Solidarity (FSN), the Swiss Institute for Materials Research and Technology (EMPA) and the leader in the production of hardware Hewlett Packard (HP) launched a project on the development of the recycling sector of electrical and electronic wastes in African countries, including Morocco, Tunisia, Senegal, Kenya and South Africa.
Morocco has received funding, which budget is 36 000US$.
In this context, a convention was signed by the Department of Environment, The Moroccan Centre for Cleaner Production (CMPP) and the FSN, to ensure the implementation of the project. This projects aims at achieving the following actions:

· to improve the recycling of these wastes;

· To minimize the impact on the environment;

· To assess the potential for creating employment in the less advantages sections of society.

Activities implemented:

· State of e-waste management at the national level;
· Elaboration of an action plan to improve e-waste management

· Workshop presentation of study results

The next phase of this project will identify sources of funding for the implementation of the action plan.

