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Practical Information for Participants
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I. General 

[bookmark: _Hlk528595201]1. The “Eighth meeting of the Expert Working Group (EWG) on the environmentally sound management is scheduled to be held from 5 to 8 December 2018, at the L’Hotel Portobay Sao Paulo:

Address: Alameda Campinas, 266 - Jardim Paulista, São Paulo - SP, 01404-000, Brazil
Phone: +55 11 2183-0500

[bookmark: _Hlk514075357][bookmark: _Hlk528594539]2. The meeting will be opened at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 5 December 2018 and is scheduled to finish by 6 p.m. on Saturday, 8 December 2018. 

3. CETESB Environmental Company of Sao Paulo State, as Stockholm Convention Regional Centre (SCRC) for Latin America and the Caribbean Region, is hosting the workshop.

II. Registration and identification badges 

4. Registrations for the workshop will be open from at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 5 December at the L’Hotel Portobay.  Please follow the signs or ask for the meeting room for EWG-8.

5. For identification and security reasons, all participants are requested to wear their meeting badges at all times during meeting. 

III. Visa requirements 

[bookmark: _Hlk514163876]6. Participants are responsible for obtaining any necessary visa for entering Brazil as well as any transit visa. Check with the Brazilian Embassy or Consulate in your country if you need a visa to enter into Brazil.  If support is required, please contact CETESB/SCRC - Ms. Lady Virginia Traldi Meneses (lmeneses@sp.gov.br / +55 11 3133-3862), with copy to Ms. Claudia Campanelli (ccampanelli@sp.gov.br) at SCRC/CETESB.


IV. International Certificate of Vaccination 

7. ATTENTION: An International Certificate of Vaccination against Yellow Fever will be required for participants travelling from areas where yellow fever is prevalent. Your country of origin may also be requiring the Certificate for people travelling to Brazil. Contact the Brazilian Embassy or Consulate in your country if you require the Certificate.

8. The yellow fever vaccine provides protection after 10 (ten) days of its administration.

9. For your protection, vaccination against Yellow Fever is recommended for all travellers to Brazil.

V. Insurance

10. The United Nations and SCRC/CETESB accept no responsibility for the death, illness or injury of any participant in a meeting which is not attributable to the performance of services on behalf of the United Nations. You are fully responsible for any expenses incurred as a result of such events and for arranging, at your expense, such life, health, travel and other forms of insurance as you may consider appropriate covering the period of your attendance at the above meeting.

11. Participants are expected to make their own arrangements for insurance against accidents, if so desired (recommended).

VI. Airport transportation 

12. Participants should make their own transportation arrangements from Airport to the hotel. Guarulhos International Airport (GRU) is located around 32 km away from the L’Hotel Portobay.

13. For your safety, it is recommended:

· To use the official taxi service of the airport, the GUARUCOOP, a cooperative of taxi drivers who have concession to operate the airport exclusively. The services offered are regulated. The value from international airport to the Maksoud Plaza Hotel is R$143,44 (Brazilian currency) which corresponds USD$ 42,71 (on October 30th 2018). The fare must be paid in advance, in Real (current currency), U.S. Dollars, Euro or credit cards. The GUARUCOOP service desks are located on the landing sector of Terminals I, II and III.
· To use AIRPORT BUS SERVICE: There is an especial airport bus which reaches some hotels in the city. To take the airport bus service to Paulista Avenue destination. There is a bus stop near the hotel. You need to buy a ticket in the service desks which are located in the landing sectors of Guarulhos International Airport Terminals. The ticket rate is R$50.00. 

VII. Hotel accommodation 

14. SCRC/CETESB booked accommodation, including breakfast, for all funded participants for the entire duration of the meeting at L’Hotel Portobay (venue of the meetings).  Kindly note that the check-in time is from 15h00 and check-out time before 12h00. 

15. For all other participants, kindly make your own hotel reservation at the L’Hotel Portobay.  Alternatively, the Maksoud Plaza Hotel is located across the road from the Portobay and may offer better rates:

Maksoud Plaza Hotel
Rua São Carlos do Pinhal, 424
01333.000 - Sao Paulo / SP /Brazil
www.maksoud.com 

VIII. Lunch

16. Lunches from 5th to 8th December 2018 will be provided for all participants. 

IX. Currency

17. The Brazilian currency is Real (R $) 
Tourism rate: USD $ 1.00 = R$ 3.89 (on October 30th 2018)

X. Information about São Paulo city

18. Information on Sao Paulo City is available at: 
English Guide: http://issuu.com/saopauloturismo/docs/guiasp_ingles_bonecototal_bx_v01> 
Spanish Guide: http://issuu.com/saopauloturismo/docs/guiasp_espanhol_bonecototal_bx_v01  

XI. Weather

[bookmark: _GoBack]19. In December the average temperature varies between 19°C and 28°C and it usually rains in the late afternoon.

Weather forecast: https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/Sao+Paulo+Brazil+BRXX0232:1:BR

XII. Further information

20. For more information regarding logistical arrangements in Sao Paulo, please contact CETESB Environmental Company of Sao Paulo State, as Stockholm Convention Regional Centre in Brazil, with Ms. Lady Virginia Traldi Meneses (lmeneses@sp.gov.br / +55 11 3133-3862 or WhatsApp +55 11 991572689), with copy to Ms Claudia Campanelli (+55 11 31333184) and to Ms. Claudia Campanelli (ccampanelli@sp.gov.br/ +55 11 31333587).
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