
  BC-15/3: Strategic framework 
The Conference of the Parties, 

I 
Strategic framework 

Mindful that the recommendations in the report on the final evaluation of the strategic 
framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal for the period 2012–20211 that pertain to 
specific items on the agenda of the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties are addressed 
in the relevant decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties at that meeting and reflected in the 
programme of work and budget for the Basel Convention for the biennium 2022–2023, 

1. Welcomes the report on the final evaluation of the strategic framework for the 
implementation of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 
Wastes and Their Disposal for the period 2012–2021;2 

2. Notes the lack of data and consequent limitations of the report mentioned in paragraph 1 
of the present decision, related in particular to the low rate of response by Parties to the baseline and 
final evaluation questionnaires and the low level of submission to the Secretariat of annual national 
reports by Parties, as well as other obstacles encountered by the Secretariat and the small 
intersessional working group established in paragraph 6 of decision BC-13/1 in preparing the final 
evaluation, including the lack of consistency between the objectives, goals and indicators of the 
strategic framework; 

3. Welcomes the efforts by the Secretariat and the small intersessional working group to 
mitigate both the impact of the lack of data and the fact that information sources were not defined at 
the time of the setting of the objectives, goals and indicators of the strategic framework by 
identifying and using additional information sources in order to obtain a more complete picture of 
the progress achieved under the strategic framework;  

4. Decides to improve, as appropriate, the strategic framework for the period 2012–2021, 
taking into account the main findings, conclusions and recommendations of the report on the final 
evaluation of the strategic framework as reflected in the decisions adopted at its fifteenth meeting 
and on the lessons learned in the preparation of the report,3 especially those pertaining to technical 
assistance, capacity-building, technology transfer and cooperation, including through strengthened 
and coordinated actions of regional centres; 

5. Also decides that the small intersessional working group will continue its work and be 
open to all Parties inviting representation of the five regional groups of the United Nations, and to 
observers, including the Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres;  

6. Further decides that the small intersessional working group will hold at least one 
face-to-face meeting, subject to the availability of resources, and will also work by electronic means; 

7. Expresses its appreciation to Canada for agreeing to serve as a lead country for the 
activities identified in paragraph 4 of the present decision; 

8. Requests the small intersessional working group, pursuant to paragraph 4 of the present 
decision, to: 

 
1 UNEP/CHW.15/INF/5, annex, and UNEP/CHW.15/3/Add.1, annex.  
2 UNEP/CHW.15/INF/5, annex.  
3 For example, the reports of meetings of the small intersessional working group and submissions from Parties, 
which are available at 
http://www.basel.int/Implementation/StrategicFramework/Overview/tabid/3807/Default.aspx.  

http://www.basel.int/Implementation/StrategicFramework/Overview/tabid/3807/Default.aspx


(a) Develop findings and recommendations to improve, as appropriate, the strategic 
framework for the period 2012–2021;  

(b) Present a draft of its findings and recommendations for consideration by the Open-ended 
Working Group at its thirteenth meeting;  

(c) Present recommendations to the Conference of the Parties at its sixteenth meeting, taking 
into account the outcome of the thirteenth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group; 

II 
Work to improve the functioning of the prior informed consent procedure 

9. Recognizes that the prior informed consent procedure has been successfully used by some 
Parties to the Basel Convention since its entry into force; 

10. Notes that the Parties having used the prior informed consent procedure may, over time, 
have developed best practices for its use that could benefit other Parties in their implementation of 
the procedure; 

11. Notes with concern, however, that challenges in the implementation of the prior informed 
consent procedure increasingly hinder the transboundary movement of hazardous and other wastes 
and their environmentally sound management, for exporting, transit and importing Parties, especially 
for island countries and developing countries;  

12. Invites Parties and observers to submit to the Secretariat, by 30 November 2022, 
information on challenges in the implementation of the prior informed consent procedure and on best 
practices, possible approaches, initiatives and views to improve the functioning of the procedure, 
recognizing that developing countries face increasing challenges in implementation of the prior 
informed consent procedure and that they need further financial and technical assistance and 
capacity-building to address those challenges;4 

13. Requests the Secretariat to make available the information received pursuant to paragraph 
12 of the present decision on the website of the Convention and to prepare a compilation and 
synthesis of the information received, subject to the availability of resources, for consideration by the 
Open-ended Working Group at its thirteenth meeting; 

14. Requests the Open-ended Working Group at its thirteenth meeting, on the basis of its 
consideration of the compilation and synthesis of information referred to in paragraph 13 of the 
present decision, to develop draft recommendations for consideration by the Conference of the 
Parties at its sixteenth meeting. 

 

 
4 http://www.brsmeas.org/Implementation/TechnicalAssistance/NeedsAssessment/tabid/4898/language/en-
US/Default.aspx. 


