
IV/4.  Establishment of regional or subregional centres for training

and technology transfer regarding the management of hazardous

wastes and other wastes and the minimization of

their generation

The Conference

1. Takes no te of the progress in the establishment of regional and subregional centres for training and

technology transfer and of the existing and proposed organizational arrangements, as well as of the funding situation

of the respective centres;

2. Welcomes the financial support provided by the Government of Switzerland for the establishment

and initiation of activities at the Regional Centre in Bratislava for Central and Eastern Europe for a two-year period

and the contribution in kind (staff, logistics, utilities, administrative and organizational arrangements) provided by

the Government of Slovakia;

3. Welcomes the financial sup port prov ided by:

(a) The G overnme nt of Canad a, for the initiation o f the activities at the C oordina ting Centre in

Uruguay;

(b) The Government of Germany (G TZ) for the undertaking of a feasibility study for the establishment

of a subregional centre for English-speaking countries in Africa;

(c) The United N ations Environment P rogramme, through  its Swedish Technical Co operation Trust

Fund, for the undertaking of feasibility studies for the establishment of subregional centres for Arabic-speaking and

French-speaking African co untries;

(d) The Government of Australia, for the holding of a regional meeting in China to discuss the

outcome of the feasibility study for the establishment of centres in the Asia and Pacific region and for support to a

second meeting in this region to be held in Indonesia to agree on arrangements and activities in the Indonesian

Regional Centre as well as its interaction and relation with other centres in the region;

4. Takes no te of the fact that the contribution in kind for core activities of the Centre by the ho st

Government (Slovakia), in addition to the contribution by the Government of Switzerland, facilitated and speeded up

the initiation of activities at the Centre for Central and Eastern Europe;

5. Further take s note of the efforts made by other host countries to provide in-kind contributions for

the establishment and activities of the centres;

6. Recommends that, as far as pos sible, the same a pproac h be ado pted by ho st Govern ments in all

regions for the regional and sub regional centres, by providing for the co re staff and activities of the centres as a

contribution in kind;

7. Requests  the Secretar iat of the Base l Conventio n to continue  to explore  areas of co operation  with

other international conventions and agencies of the United Nations system on sustainable development in the

question of the establishment of regiona l technology centres and enco urages networking to max imize interlinkages,

and to avoid dup lication of efforts;

8. Also requ ests the Secretariat to collaborate with the Regional Organization for Protection of the

Marine Enviro nment (ROP ME) for the G ulf region, located in Kuwait, as well as with the Regiona l Office for West

Asia of the United Nations Environment Programme, in relation to the provision of training and technology transfer

in the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and the transboundary movement of such wastes for

the countries in the ROPME sea region;

9. Urges all Parties and non-Parties in a position to d o so, as well as international organizations,

including development banks, non-governmental organizations and the private sector, including industry, to make

financial or in-kind  contribution s to allow all cen tres to beco me oper ational as soo n as possible  and to sup port their

activities;



10. Urges the Parties to have as a goal the long-term sustainability of the centres and to ensure that

various op tions are bein g thorough ly considere d in order to  achieve this go al;

11. Urges all designated host Governments, as soon as regional and subregional meetings have been

held to discuss the outcome of the feasibility studies, to prepare concrete project proposals for the establishment of

their respective centres, with detailed budgets to be sent to donors for funding and with feasible action plans for the

centres to be come finan cially self-sufficient within a sp ecific time-frame ; 

12. Requests  the Secretariat to convene regional and subregional meetings to discuss the outcome of

the feasibility studies not yet addressed by such mee tings, in order to accelerate the establishment of cen tres in those

regions;

13. Further urges Parties, especially those which are future hosts of regiona l and subregional centres,

to include the above project proposals as priority activities in their development plans, in order to enable donor

agencies to consider providing financial support in connection with the regularly organized United Nations

Developm ent Programm e round-table dono rs' meetings;

14. Requests  the Secretariat to continue to report to future sessions of the Open-ended Ad Hoc

Committee on progress made in the establishment of regional centres on training and technology transfer.

IV/5.  Report of the Contracting Parties and signatories on the

implementation of decision II/12

The Conference

1. Takes no te of the report prepared by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the

implementation of decision II/12;

2. Requests  the Parties which have not yet reported to the Secretariat on the implementation of

decision II/12 to do so as soon as possible, to allow for the presentation of a comprehensive report to the next

meeting of the Conference  of the Parties;

3. Requests  the Secretariat to consolidate the report, including the information received on the

implementation of this decision in prev ious years;

4. Requests  the Open -ended A d Hoc C ommittee to  present a furthe r consolida ted repor t to the fifth

meeting of the Conference  of the Parties.

IV/6.  Outcome of the work of the Technical Working Group on lists of

wastes and th e applicab le proced ure for their

review or adjustment

The Conference

1. Notes with appreciation the efforts of the Technical Working Group in preparing the List A and

List B of wastes;

2. Considers the draft Position Paper together with the consolidated Lists A and B of wastes, and the

applicable procedure for reviewing or adjusting List A and List B;

3. Agrees to approve the draft Position Paper on Hazard Characterization and Classification of

Wastes within the Framework of the Basel Convention as contained in document UNEP/CHW.4/2;

4. Approves the List A and List B of wastes as submitted by the Technical Working Group;

5. Approves the Applica tion Form  for the Place ment or R emoval o f Wastes o n List A or List B

developed by the Technical Working Group;




