VII/26. Environmentally sound management of ship
dismantling
The Conference of the Parties,
Aware of the risk of damage to human health and the environment caused
by hazardous wastes and other wastes and the transboundary movement thereof,
Recognizing that many ships and other floating structures are known to
contain hazardous materials and that such hazardous materials may become hazardous
wastes as listed in the annexes to the Basel Convention,
Concerned that ships and other floating structures may pose a threat to the
environment and human health if they are not, when pre-decontaminated or dismantled,
managed in an environmentally sound manner,
Noting the need to improve the standards of ship dismantling worldwide and the
importance of international cooperation in achieving this goal,
Recognizing the importance of the environmentally sound management of
dismantling of ships,
Noting that a ship may become waste as defined in article 2 of the Basel
Convention and that at the same time it may be defined as a ship under other
international rules,
Recognizing the important role that concerned States, ship owners, recycling
facility operators and other stakeholders have to play in developing mechanisms to
ensure the environmentally sound management of ship dismantling,
Further recognizing the need to ensure effective enforcement of such
mechanisms, including a reporting system, for ships destined for dismantling,
Recalling decision V/28 on the dismantling of ships, which mandated the
Technical Working Group to collaborate with the International Maritime Organization
on the subject of the full and partial dismantling of ships and, together with the Legal
Working Group, to discuss the legal aspects of the subject under the Basel Convention,
Further recalling decision VI/24 on technical guidelines for the
environmentally sound management of the full and partial dismantling of ships,
Noting that the Governing Body of the International Labour Office has adopted
guidelines on safety and health in ship breaking, that the International Maritime
Organization has adopted guidelines on ship recycling and that the Basel Convention
has adopted technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of the full
and partial dismantling of ships,
Noting the importance of promoting the implementation of the abovementioned guidelines,
Further noting that the International Maritime Organization and the
International Labour Organization, together with the Conference of the Parties to the
Basel Convention, have agreed to establish a joint working group on ship scrapping and
have agreed to terms of reference and working arrangements governing its activities,
Affirming that elements of prior informed consent as elaborated in the Basel
Convention enable the minimization of the impact to human health and the environment
associated with dismantling of ships, recognizing the particular issues that arise in the
unique context of ships,
Noting the progress made at the fifty-second session of the International
Maritime Organization’s Marine Environment Protection Committee toward the
possible development of a mandatory scheme for ship recycling, including a reporting
system for ships destined for recycling,

Realizing that States have distinct obligations as Parties to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and relevant International Maritime
Organization conventions, including obligations of States in their capacities as flag
States and as Parties to the Basel Convention, including obligations in their capacities
as States of Export, and that States should be able to meet these obligations in a
consistent manner,
Noting that duplication of regulatory instruments that have the same
objective should be avoided,
1. Reminds the Parties to fulfil their obligations under the Basel Convention,
where applicable, in particular their obligations with respect to prior informed consent,
minimization of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and the principles of
environmentally sound management;
2. Invites Parties, other States, ship owners and other stakeholders to assist in
the improvement of the environmentally sound management of ship dismantling
worldwide;
3. Invites Parties, especially developed States, to encourage the establishment
of domestic ship recycling facilities;
4. Encourages Parties to ensure their full and effective participation in the
deliberations of the joint working group of the International Maritime Organization, the
International Labour Organization and the Basel Convention, either through their
representatives or as observers;
5. Invites the International Maritime Organization to continue to consider the
establishment in its regulations of mandatory requirements, including a reporting
system for ships destined for dismantling, that ensure an equivalent level of control as
established under the Basel Convention and to continue work aimed at the
establishment of mandatory requirements to ensure the environmentally sound
management of ship dismantling, which might include pre-decontamination within its
scope;
6. Requests the Open-ended Working Group to consider the practical, legal
and technical aspects of the dismantling of ships in the context of achieving a practical
approach to the issue of ship dismantling, to report on developments and to present any
proposals, as appropriate, to the Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting on a
legally binding solution, taking into consideration the work of the International
Maritime Organization and the work of the joint working group.

