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FIRST FACE-TO-FACE MEETING OF THE 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE PARTNERSHIP WORKING GROUP

LE MERIDIEN ILE MAURICE, 
PORT LOUIS, MAURITIUS
14 – 17 MAY 2018




INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS




1. Background information and objective of the meeting

The first face-to-face meeting of the Household Waste Partnership working group will be held from 14 to 17 May, 2018 at Le Meridien Hotel in Port Louis, Mauritius. 

By its decision BC-13/14 on creating innovative solutions through the Basel Convention for the environmentally sound management of household waste, the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention established the Household Waste Partnership with the objective of promoting the ESM of household waste including its prevention and minimization, and to enable the decoupling of economic growth and environmental impacts associated with the generation of household waste and its initial handling by the public in their households.
Also by decision BC-13/14, a partnership working group was established to oversee organizational matters pertaining to the implementation of the partnership’s activities including, among other things, the establishment of project groups and reviews of their work products and reports, serving as a forum for information sharing and taking the lead in awareness raising, outreach and coordination in relation to activities undertaken by the partnership.
For the 2018/19 biennium, the working group has been requested to, among other things, develop an overall guidance document on the ESM of household waste, compiling the key outcomes and recommendations resulting from the work of any project groups on:
(i)	Best practices related to the ESM of household waste;
(ii)	Mechanical biological treatment, energy recovery, management of sanitary landfills and compartmentalization to deal with various waste streams;
(iii)	Assessment of current waste management systems, decision-making and efforts to ensure the ESM of household waste.
At its first meeting, the working group is expected to discuss its workplan, and, in particular, establish project groups to work on modules for the overall guidance document.  

2. Meeting venue and Accommodation

The meeting will take place 14 to 17 May 2018 at Hotel Le Méridien Ile Maurice, Port Louis in Mauritius. 

Le Méridien Ile Maurice 
Village Hall Lane Road 
Pointe aux Piments 
Mauritius

The hotel has blocked rooms for those participating in the first meeting of the Household Waste Partnership working group. A special rate has been negotiated with the hotel.

For those participants for which funding is available to support your participation, a hotel booking will be made directly with the hotel on your behalf.

For non-funded participants, you are kindly requested to contact Ms. Kavita Ramchurn as soon as possible to secure your booking.

Ms. Kavita Ramchurn
Sales Specialist Group 
Le Méridien Ile Maurice 
Tel:+230 204 3360 
Fax: +230 204 3304 
Mobile: +230 59734719 
Skype: sales04
E-mail: kavita.ramchurn@starwoodhotels.com 

To access a map, please click on the following hyperlink:

https://www.google.ch/maps/place/Le+M%C3%A9ridien+Ile+Maurice/@-20.070645,57.5140283,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x217c50517c53d557:0xf06f8cc91368ea17!8m2!3d-20.070645!4d57.516217 

3. Schedule

This four-day meeting starts on Monday 14 May 2018 at 9am (registration opens at 8:30am), and closes on Thursday, 17 May 2018, at 5pm.  There may be a field trip organised during this time.

4. Travel 

A limited amount of funding is available to support the travel of eligible participants from developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition.  The co-chairs and the Secretariat will consider balanced regional, and where possible, gender, representation in allocating the available funding.  

In cases where funding is made available, it will be in accordance with the applicable United Nations (UN) rules. This would include a return economy class air ticket at the most economical rate applicable and daily subsistence allowance (DSA) at the applicable United Nations rate for Port Louis, Mauritius.  

5. Visas

It is each participant’s responsibility to obtain a visa prior to travelling to Mauritius.  A list of visa requirements per country can be viewed via the following link:

http://passport.govmu.org/english/passport%20and%20visa%20requirement%20in%20mauritius/pages/visa-requirements-in-mauritius.aspx 

Should you require an invitation letter from the Mauritian authorities for visa purposes, please contact the following:

Mr. Prakash Kowlesser
Solid Waste Management Division
Ministry of Environment, Sustainable Development, and Disaster and Beach Management.
10th Floor Emmanuel Anquetil Building
Corner Jules Koenig /SSR Streets 
Port Louis
Republic of Mauritius.
Tel: +(230) 201 2741
Fax: +(230) 213 0654
Email: pkowlesser@hotmail.com 

6. IT services and support

Wireless internet access (wi-fi) is available. Please note that the meeting will be paperless. To facilitate the paperless nature of the meetings, participants are requested to ensure the following: 

• Each participant should bring a laptop computer containing basic applications, including Microsoft Office Word, Excel and PowerPoint, Adobe Acrobat Reader and updated antivirus software. 
• Laptops should be pre-checked for viruses and confirmed as virus-free prior to arrival at the meetings. Virus free laptops are crucial to the success of a paperless meeting. 
• Participants should bring a memory stick that has been pre-checked for viruses for the purpose of transferring documents. 
• Laptops should be configured for a standard wireless (wi-fi) connection. If in doubt, please check with your local information technology expert. 
• Participants should bring an appropriate adaptor to enable laptops to be connected to Mauritian power sockets (please see below). 
• When completing the meeting registration form, participants should include a current e-mail address so that they can be sent correspondence relating to the meeting.

7. General Information

Communication

It is possible to purchase a local SIM card. You may find vending services at the airport right after leaving the baggage reclaim area.  Otherwise, you may also purchase a SIM card outside the airport at the offices of the local mobile companies. You must show your passport to obtain a number.

Time

The time zone in Mauritius is abbreviated as MUT (GMT/UTC + 4h Standard Time). 

Climate

May officially lies within the winter season in Mauritius, however the climate at this time of year is still very warm and perfect for a summer holiday. During May the maximum temperature can reach 26°C to 27°C, however, it is not uncommon for temperatures to still exceed 30°C at this time of year.

Currency

The local currency is Mauritian Rupee (MUR). The currency rate is EURO 1.00 = 38.50 rupees. EURO/GBP or US$ travellers cheques and cash can be changed in the banks or money exchange offices. You may find currency exchange offices at the airport and many ATMs in the city (mainly within banks and some hotels). Many hotels and certain restaurants accept credit cards. 

Mandatory Vaccinations

A valid certificate of vaccination against Yellow Fever is REQUIRED for travellers from certain countries to enter Mauritius. It is recommended that you carry with you your international vaccination booklet. Please verify that you have been vaccinated and have the necessary documents before you travel.

Security

Port Louis, Mauritius is a safe city. However, please take common-sense measures to avoid undesired attention to you or your belongings.

Electricity

In Mauritius the standard voltage is 230 V and the frequency is 50 Hz. You can use your electric appliances in Mauritius, if the standard voltage in your country is in between 220 - 240 V (as it is in the UK, Europe, Australia and most of Asia and Africa).  European and British style plugs can be used in Mauritius.

Emergency Contact Numbers

Police:						112/999 208 /0035 or 170
Judicial Police: 				20 21 16 10/ ‎242 5546 / 3113
General Police Services:			21 22 20 30. 
Fire fighters:					115 / + (230) 212-0214
Emergency Medical Services:			999
Medical Emergency Services:			22 44 53 53

For Information or Assistance

Please contact:

Government of Mauritius

Mr. Prakash.Kowlesser
Solid Waste Management Division
Ministry of Environment, Sustainable Development, and Disaster and Beach Management.
10th Floor Emmanuel Anquetil Building
Corner Jules Koenig /SSR Streets 
Port Louis
Republic of Mauritius.
Tel: +(230) 201 2741
Fax: +(230) 213 0654
Email: pkowlesser@hotmail.com 
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Please contact:

Africa Institute for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous and Other Wastes

Ms. Neo Masha
Office Administrator: Africa Institute 
Private Bag x 447
PRETORIA
0001
Republic of South Africa
Tel: +2712 399 9862
Mobile: +27 78 2119975
Email: nmasha@environment.gov.za

We wish you an excellent trip and look forward to welcoming you in Port Louis, Mauritius.
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