India’s comments on the Revised Draft work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for 2018-2019 
i. (I) Strategic issues – (C) Cartagena Declaration on the Prevention, Minimization and Recovery of Hazardous Wastes and Other Wastes: 
a) The activity at S. No. 1 of this agenda item has now been revised as, “Review the progress that Parties and others have made in the implementation of the road map for action on the implementation of the Cartagena Declaration, in particular on the prevention, minimization and recovery of hazardous wastes and other wastes”. This indicates inclusion of “prevention, minimization and recovery of hazardous wastes and other wastes” in the revised draft work programme of OEWG for 2018-19. The road map does not at all refer to recovery and is limited to prevention and minimisation. Accordingly, the question of reviewing the progress of Parties and others in implementation of the road map for action on implementation of the Cartagena Declaration in respect of recovery of hazardous and other wastes does not arise. The new addition may therefore be removed from the activity at S. No. 1 of the agenda on Cartagena Declaration in the revised draft work programme thereby limiting it to the previous formulation i.e., “Review the progress that parties and others have made in the implementation of the road map for action on the implementation of the Cartagena Declaration”.    

b) We agree to the inclusion of a new activity at S. No. 2 of this agenda item given as, “Consider the revised draft guidance to assist Parties in developing efficient strategies for achieving the prevention and minimization of the generation of hazardous and other wastes and their disposal” in the revised draft work programme of OEWG for 2018-19. 

c) Since, the road map for action on the implementation of the Cartagena Declaration is limited to prevention and minimisation of generation of hazardous and other wastes and does not touch upon recovery, which forms part of title of the agenda on Cartagena Declaration, India previously insisted for inclusion of the following new activity that does not form part of the road map, “Review the road map for action on the implementation of the Cartagena Declaration with reference to incorporation of details pertaining to recovery”. Accordingly, the road map which has been under discussion since COP 10 to Basel Convention (October, 2011), still remains incomplete with indication of refusal of inclusion of the above activity without any future scope of completion and hence, is not acceptable to India. 

ii. (II) Scientific and technical matters – (A) Technical Guidelines: With reference to the agenda on technical guidelines, India had previously insisted for inclusion of “Undertake work towards review of the draft revised technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and electronic waste and used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention, addressing issues referred in Appendix V of the guidelines and other outstanding issues” which was not featuring in the previous first draft work programme.  This is now found to be highlighted at S. No. 3 of agenda item on technical guidelines in the revised draft work programme. However, the review has been indicated to be limited to outstanding issues listed at Appendix V of the guidelines. These technical guidelines on e-waste are of considerable importance to India, which is facing major challenges w.r.t. e-waste management more specifically in respect of illegal dumping of such waste on the pretext of used equipment. Accordingly, India has also forwarded a concept paper providing an alternate proposal w.r.t. the technical guidelines on e-waste. The concept paper provides the details of options w.r.t. the outstanding issues as listed at Appendix V of the guidelines and also for other outstanding issues as is being highlighted by India, time and again during various meetings. The reason for this has also been elaborated in the concept paper. The other outstanding issues, as has been highlighted in the concept paper, are of paramount importance not only for India but for other developing country parties and parties with economies in transition and hence, cannot be overlooked. This was also highlighted during the OEWG 10 meeting and is reflected in the OEWG 10 report. In line of above, it is to again insist for amendment in language of agenda by incorporating other outstanding issues in the following manner, “Undertake work towards review of the draft revised technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and electronic waste and used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention, addressing issues referred in Appendix V of the guidelines and other outstanding issues”.  

Further, the language “Undertake further development of ……” has been used to replace India’s proposal of “Undertake work towards review of ……”. This is not acceptable to India since the language points towards adoption of the technical guidelines on e-waste whereas as a matter of fact, these guidelines shall still be considered in draft stage as they were only adopted on “interim basis”. 

iii. (V) Programme of work and budget - Financing and budget for the biennium 2018-2019: India previously proposed for inclusion of the following activity in the draft work programme, “Consider the reports by the Secretariat on all sources of income received, including the reserve and fund balances and interest, together with actual, provisional and projected expenditures and commitments, and by the Executive Secretary on all expenditures against the agreed budget lines”. The proposed activity has been taken as such and India does not have any objection to this inclusion in the revised draft work programme of OEWG for 2018-19.  

iv. [bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to above, the revised draft work programme of OEWG for 2018-19 includes the following new activities. India does not have any objection to the inclusion of these activities in the revised draft work programme of OEWG for 2018-19:
a) (II) Scientific and technical matters – (B) National reporting: Consider possible amendments to the reporting format and progress on revising the practical guidance on the development of inventories for specific waste streams.

b) (IV) International Cooperation and Coordination – (B) Cooperation between the Basel Convention and the International Maritime Organization: Consider the revised draft guidance manual taking into account the discussions at the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

c) (IV) International Cooperation and Coordination – (C) Cooperation with the World Customs Organization on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System: Consider progress achieved with regard to the inclusion of Basel Convention wastes in the World Customs Organization Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System. 


