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Training manual for the enforcement of laws implementing the Basel
Convention: guidance for safe and effective detection, investigation
and prosecution of illegal traffic in hazardous and other wastes
Comments received
Attached are the comments received from Canada and Colombia on the training manual for the
enforcement of laws implementing the Basel Convention: guidance for safe and effective detection,
investigation and prosecution of illegal traffic in hazardous and other wastes.
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Comments of Canada
Canada wishes to thank the Secretariat for undertaking the work to develop a training manual for the
enforcement of laws implementing the Basel Convention (UNEP/CHW/OEWG/3/INF/19).
In our view the training manual is very useful for outlining many of the issues in hazardous waste investigations
and prosecutions. However, the document is more in the form of an information document rather than a training
manual. A lot of information is missing prior considering this document for training purposes. A few years
ago, Canada provided comments on Illegal Traffic, including reference to an electronic self-training package
(instruction manual) for Canadian custom agents on compact disk (CD) produced by Canada Customs and
Revenue Agency (now refer to as Canada Border Services Agency). Canada still recommends that this manual
be taken into consideration.
To change the current document into a training manual, we suggest, for examples, the following elements:
•
•
•
•
•

The document needs to be more specific in its training objectives and how they would be met. The
continuum from the simple to the sophisticated is covered too quickly.
Health and safety and sampling issues are approached from an awareness raising perspective.
Realistically more than this is required before a person could be qualified to safely conduct and
investigation requiring sampling.
Questions surrounding illegal trade, either hazardous wastes, ozone depleting substances or other
chemicals need to be looked at together, in an integrated manner.
There is a need to include training to detect tactics to hide the substances.
The Secretariat should consider work being undertaken by other forum, such as build on the work of the
Montreal Protocol. See training manual under:
http://www.unepie.org/ozonaction/library/training/main.html#Resource

In conclusion, Canada is suggesting that the Basel Convention review its work under this initiative, undertakes
the above substantive revisions and focus its efforts to build on the work done under the Montreal Protocol.
Another option would be to discuss with the Montreal Protocol as they may be in a position to include elements
in their training material specifics to the Basel Convention and its needs. This would provide synergy and
coherence.
30 June 2004
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