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Introduction and Explanations

This document has been prepared to accompany the Manuals on Promotion of the Environmentally Sound Management of Wastes. These Manuals are directly related to the Basel Convention Framework on the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Wastes and Other Wastes
.

To help understand the terms in this manual and why they are used, it is important to understand the legal context within which they sit, in particular that:

• hazardous and other wastes are to be managed in a manner which will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may result from such waste
;

• transboundary movements of hazardous and other wastes subject to the Basel Convention should be reduced to the minimum consistent with their environmentally sound management
; and,

• the generation of hazardous and other wastes should be minimized
.

In considering translation from this English language Glossary of Terms to other official languages it is necessary to recognise that though certain words may appear synonymous or have very similar equivalent words in other languages that they may not be so easily inter-changeable. An example of this specificity is with the terms: ‘Permit’; ‘Licence’; ‘Authorisation’ where, dependent on the context in which they are used at various levels of government, from local, to regional to national, the level of details and costs required to apply for the Permit or Licence or Authorisation, and the administrative requirements and level of authority for each may vary so much the terms cannot be inter-changed.

	Authorisation
	A document giving official permission. 


	License
	A permit from an authority to own or use something, do a particular thing, or carry on a trade. 


	Permit
	An official document giving someone authorization to do something. 


It is important to note that the definitions above do not specify the level of the responsible authority allowed to grant respectively Authorisations, or Licences or Permits, nor differences in details or costs which will vary by the level of government and from country to country. The following table gives example of translation of certain terms taken from the EU Waste Framework Directive Official Language Versions:
	English
	French
	Spanish
	Portuguese

	environmental authorisations (recital 38)
	autorisations environnementales
	autorizaciones medioambientales
	autorizações ambientais

	environmental licence (recital 22, 1st indent)
	un permis environnemental
	autorización ambiental
	uma licença ambiental

	Permits and Registrations

(Chapter IV heading) 
	Autorisations et Enregistrement
	Autorizaciones y Registros
	Licenças e Registos




Purpose

These terms are intended to assist the interpretation of the manuals on the environmentally sound management of wastes, rather than as a legal definition of the terms in question.

List of Acronyms

BAT  
 
Best available techniques 

BCRC

Basel Convention Regional Centre, Basel Convention Coordinating Centre 
BEP  

Best environmental practices

BREF

Best available techniques reference document

BRS-SSB
Basel Rotterdam Stockholm Secretariat-Scientific Support Branch

EHMS

Environment, health and safety management system

EIA

Environmental Impact Assessment

EEE

Electrical & Electronic Equipment

EMAS   
Eco-Management and Audit Scheme 

EMS   

Environmental management system 

EPEAT
Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool

EPR  

Extended producer responsibility 

ESM   

Environmentally sound management 

EWG

Expert Working Group

GHS  

Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 

ILO

International Labour Organisation

IMPEL
European Union Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law
INECE    
International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement  

INTERPOL
International Criminal Police Organization
ISO   

International Organization for Standardization 
NSB

National Standards Body(ies) 
OECD   
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 

OHSAS   
Occupational Health and Safety Assessment Series 

OS&H   
Occupational safety and health 

OH&S

Occupational health and safety


PIC   

Prior informed consent 

POP

Persistent Organic Pollutant

QA/QC
Quality Assurance / Quality Control

SAICM
the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management 

SBC

Secretariat of the Basel Convention

SME

Small & Medium sized Enterprise

TBM

Transboundary Movement (of wastes)

TEG  

Technical expert group 

UNEP   
United Nations Environment Programme

UEEE

Used Electrical & Electronic Equipment

WEEE

Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment
Chemical abbreviations, Country codes, and Trade names are not listed

	3Rs
	Reduce, Re-use and Recycle

The 3Rs are found in a basic Waste Hierarchy, where the concept behind "reduce" is to limit the demand for goods or materials in the first place which is a means of waste prevention. The concept behind "reuse" is to reuse goods before replacing them. The concept behind "recycle" is to ensure the components from End-of-Life goods are put to some new purpose or that the treatment of End-of-Life goods saves natural resources by secondary raw materials substituting for primary raw materials. The waste hierarchy ranks waste management options according to what is best for the environment. (See Waste Hierarchy)


	Accreditation
	The formal recognition by an independent body, generally known as an accreditation body that a certification body is capable of carrying out certification. Accreditation is not generally obligatory but it adds another level of confidence, as ‘accredited’ means the certification body has been independently checked to make sure it operates according to international standards. The International Accreditation Forum provides the contact details of national accreditation bodies. National accreditation bodies keep lists of accredited certification bodies or individuals for each country. (See certification)



	Adverse effects


	Impacts that are harmful to human health and/or the environment, or that have the potential to create harm. 

	Damage:
(cross reference with manuals)

	(i) Loss of life or personal injury;

(ii) Loss of or damage to property;

(iii) Loss of income directly deriving from an economic interest in any use of the environment, incurred as a result of impairment of the environment;



	After care of a waste facility site / rehabilitation
	The management of a site used by a waste facility in such a way as to restore it to a satisfactory state, with particular regard to soil quality, wild life, ecosystems, natural habitats and appropriate beneficial uses.



	All practical steps
	All actions that Parties and other key stakeholders, including governments, waste generators, carriers, dealers, brokers, waste management facilities and non-governmental organizations should take, as listed in Section VI of the Framework for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes, as adopted by decision BC-11/1 of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention.



	“Applicable” environmental management system:


	The need  to have an “applicable” environmental management system (EMS) in place within waste facilities, taking into account the size of the enterprise, the level of risk associated with operation of the facility and other factors relevant to implementation. An EMS is often designed to be integrated into the “plan, do, check and act” model for continuous improvement and many existing systems already use this approach. It helps to ensure that environmental issues are systematically identified, controlled and monitored in the context of the need to reinforce continuous improvement. Several applicable EMS already exist in countries which are members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD): ISO 14001, which is worldwide, and the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS), which is specific to European countries and has somewhat more ambitious requirements than ISO 14001. Also considered to be applicable EMS are those that are tailor-made for individual circumstances – for example, systems designed for the purpose of specific industrial sectors or enterprises



	Approved facility
	A place or amenity provided for a particular purpose, for example 'a waste management facility' which has the approval of the responsible authority in the form of a permit, or licence or other authorisation (e.g. being registered). 




	Authorisation
	A written decision (or several such decisions) delivered by the designated authority approving the operation of a waste management facility 
and/ or activity, subject to certain conditions which guarantee that the facility or activity complies with all the requirements established. (see Introductory note). 



	Certification 

	The provision by an independent body of written assurance (a certificate) that the product, service or system in question meets specific requirements. (See accreditation)



	Competent authority
	One governmental authority designated by a Party to be responsible, within such geographical areas as the Party may think fit, for receiving the notification of a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes or other wastes, and any information related to it, and for responding to such a notification, as provided in Article 6 of the Basel Convention.
 

	Designated authority
	Institution responsible for the development, implementation and enforcement of a regulation and/or other measure. In some countries the designated authority is also the competent authority. 


	Broker

	

	Dealer
	Any undertaking which acts in the role of principal to purchase and subsequently sell waste, including such dealers who do not take physical possession of the waste.


	ESM
	Taking all practicable steps to ensure that hazardous and other wastes are managed in a manner which will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may result from such wastes. 



	First party verification / Self-certification
	The practice of giving information about oneself or one’s company in a formal statement rather than asking a third party to do so.

For example ISO14001 has self-certification as an option, alternatively users may choose third part verification and certification. (See second party verification and third party verification)



	Liability
	The fact that someone is legally responsible for something.


	Licence
	See authorisation and introductory note.


	Life cycle 
	Consecutive and interlinked stages (ISO 14044:2006).


	Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
	Compilation and evaluation of the inputs, outputs and the potential environmental impacts of a product system throughout its life cycle consecutive and interlinked stages (ISO 14044:2006). 

LCA considers the entire life cycle of a product, from raw material extraction and acquisition, through energy and material production and manufacturing, to use and end of life treatment and final disposal. Through such a systematic overview and perspective, the shifting of a potential environmental burden between life cycle stages or individual processes can be identified and possibly avoided (ISO 14040:2006).



	Management system standards
	Standards that provide a model to follow when setting up and operating a management system. All ISO's management system standards are based on the principle of continual improvement e.g. “plan, do, check, act” model. An organization or company assesses its current situation, fixes objectives and develops policy, implements actions to meet these objectives and then measures the results. With this information the effectiveness of the policy, and the actions taken to achieve it, can be continually reviewed and improved.



	Minimisation
	Waste minimisation includes source reduction, direct re-use, as well as re-use after repair or refurbishment, and recycling.



	Monitoring
	Periodic or continuous surveillance or testing to determine the level of compliance with management system requirements, or process requirements, or statutory requirements for example of material flows or of meeting values limiting emissions and release
s to air, land and water.

 

	Permit
	See authorisation and introductory note.


	Prevention,

Recovery, 

Final disposal  
	PLACEHOLDERS FOR SIWG ON LEGAL CLARITY

	QA/QC
	The combination of quality assurance, the process or set of processes used to measure and assure the quality of a product, and quality control, the process of meeting products and services to consumer expectations. Quality Assurance is process oriented and focuses on defect prevention, while quality control is product oriented and focuses on defect identification.



	Second party verification
	Where the certified company hires an audit firm, which is not a member of an independent certified body, to verify conformity with the standard. (See first party verification and third party verification).


	Source Reduction
	Altering production processes to minimize the use of toxic or harmful substances and/or minimizing material or energy consumption and/or maximally substituting primary raw materials with secondary raw materials that result from high quality recycling.  Waste prevention in this context reduces or eliminates waste and pollution at source through process changes (from manual).



	Technical Standards
(used?)
	Are produced by National Standards Bodies (NSB). The NSB role includes co-ordinating and facilitating the development of standards of national origin. NSBs participate in regional or international standardization. This is through the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). Standards exist principally to provide a reliable basis on which common expectations can be shared regarding specific characteristics of a product, service or process.



	Legal standards 
(used?)
	Binding requirements defined at the municipal, regional, national or international levels.



	Standards
	Standards that set out environmental performance criteria, often developed by private sector stakeholders, NGOs and standardization bodies, that may include government involvement, have become a tool in which industry can demonstrate their commitment to best industry practices to policymakers, regulators, customers and the general public.  Sometimes governments may choose to make such standards mandatory.

	Storage
	Facilities where waste is stored prior to treatment on site or for unloading in order to allow its preparation or handling for further transport for treatment elsewhere in the latter case such sites may be designated as temporary or interim storage sites. National legislation may apply various time limitations on the length of storage.



	Strict Avoidance
(or is just avoidance used? – look at prevention manual)
	Involves the complete prevention of waste generation by elimination of the need for a product, or material or in the case of 100% consumption of the product. 



	Third party verification
	Where the certified company uses an independent certification body (that is accredited by a formal accreditation body) to verify conformity with the standard. (See first party verification and second party verification).


	Treatment
(how is term treatment used in manuals?)
	Recovery or disposal operations, including preparation prior to recovery or disposal Operations listed in Annex IV of the Basel Convention. 



	Broker & Carrier
(used in manuals?)

	Any person who carries out the transport of hazardous wastes or other wastes.


	Waste management
(check where used in context of manuals)
	Collection, transport, storage, recovery and disposal of waste, including the supervision of such operations and the after-care of disposal sites, and including actions taken as a dealer or broker.


	Waste Management Hierarchy
(cross check with legal clarity work)
	Recognised by decision BC-10/2 as Prevention, minimisation, reuse, recycling, other recovery including energy recovery, and final disposal and, encouraging treatment options that deliver the best overall environmental outcome, taking into account life cycle thinking.
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To accompany the Manuals on the Environmentally Sound Management of Wastes








� “Other Wastes” are defined as 'Y46 Wastes collected from households' and 'Y47 Residues arising from the incineration of household wastes'.


� Preamble, Article 4 paragraphs 2, 8 and 10, Article 6 paragraph 3 (b), Article 10


� Article 4 paragraph 2 (d)


� Article 4 paragraph 2 (a) 





�To check throughout and edit to be consistent in use throughout manuals


�To be adapted based on manual on permits and licensing


�In the insurance and liability manual and included within definition of waste management 


�To change throughout when reference to different media: releases to land and water, emissions to air
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