Welcoming words by Dr. Guy Morin, President of the Government, the Canton of Basel-Stadt

Dear Environment Minister of Kenya
Dear Environment Minister of Columbia, 
Dear Representatives of our Federal Environmental Authorities 
Dear Representatives of the Basel Convention Organisation
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is no accident that the international community has chosen the City of Basel as the venue for the worldwide waste management convention. Admittedly, waste problems are probably not the first things that spring to the minds of visitors and guests. But they are likely to notice the skyline to the north of the city. It is the skyline of our chemical and pharmaceutical industry, a global market leader and one of the key pillars of Basel’s prosperity. And it is because of this industrial sector and these chemical companies that the Worldwide Waste Management Convention is associated with the name of our city.
I welcome you most warmly to Basel, the City of Chemicals. Over the centuries the manner in which dangerous chemical waste is handled has changed dramatically. This can be exemplified by a couple of examples.
One hundred and fifty years ago, when the chemical industry was founded, toxic waste was simply tipped into the River Rhine. At night the poisons were dumped into the river from the middle of the bridge. Later, waste pipes were extended into the middle of the river’s flow – enabling toxic waste to be disposed of day and night. Water pollution controls were introduced only during the second half of the twentieth century.

For Basel’s chemical industry, the insecticide DDT was a huge financial success. For the environment it was a complete disaster. “Silent Spring,” the book written by Rahel Carson about DTT which was first published in the year nineteen sixty two, did much to promote modern environmental awareness. DDT was banned worldwide twenty years later. A new generation of agrochemicals followed in its footsteps.
More latterly there have been a number of particularly serious toxic waste scandals. Two of these have links with Basel’s chemical sector: Seveso and Schweizerhalle. On these occasions, however, it was unequivocally clear around the world that the proper disposal of hazardous chemical waste would need to be realised in accordance with uniform rules and standards. And that these chemicals harbour enormous potential dangers.
Our city’s commitment to the regulation of cross-border waste transportation is therefore easy to understand. What the local population and politicians have learnt from the history of Basel’s chemical industry applies equally around the world. The avoidance of hazardous waste begins at a very early stage of all processes. And disposal should be performed locally, using technologically-advanced hazardous waste incinerators.
Today, the Basel Convention has been signed by one hundred and seventy countries. Refuse tourism with hazardous waste is managed around the world using standard procedures. For this reason, in the year twenty thirteen the City of Basel wishes to host a major conference of all parties to the Convention, enabling us to take stock together. To take stock of an encouraging chapter in industrial history. For it exemplifies the ability of public authorities and the industrial sector to learn from the past. It is an honour for Basel to assume a useful role in this process.
On behalf of the Executive Council of Basel-Stadt, I wish you a successful anniversary celebration and many interesting and fruitful encounters with specialists from near and far.

