Thank you for the questionnaire. Norway would like to thank Switzerland and Indonesia for this initiative. It is an important measure to get an overview of illegal export and import of waste.  

 

In general, export of waste from Norway that would cause environmental hazard in the receiving is illegal according to our national policy and regulations. 
Our answers to your questions are as follows:
 

1. Typical wastes that are exported illegally from Norway are:
· Electronic and electric waste, e.g. computers
· Old and defect cars 
· Old ships that are meant to be scrapped

2. Illegal import of hazardous waste is not a major problem in Norway. 
 

3. Possible reasons for illegal export:

· Economic reasons: 
· Demand for used and end-of life products for recovery/recycling as material input
· Waste treatment in the receiving country is cheaper. 

· Legal reasons: 
· Lack of legal clarity with regard to definition and classification of hazardous/non-hazardous waste and differentiation between waste and non-waste (product). 
· Lack of information or little knowledge amongst exporters about rules and regulations for shipment of waste 

· Coordination and awareness:
· In general, the Norwegian customs have focussed more on import rather than export. However, during the last few years, the Norwegian Pollution Control Authority has increased its collaboration with the Norwegian Customs and the Norwegian Maritime Directorate to stop illegal export of hazardous waste. As a result, the Norwegian Customs are more aware of the problem and they increasingly stop illegal export consignments of hazardous waste now. 

4. Some Norwegian firms export hazardous waste to Sweden, Denmark and Finland for destruction/recovery. This is either because there is insufficient treatment capacity in Norway or there is better waste treatment technology abroad for hazardous wastes. Norway does not receive much hazardous waste from other countries. However, we do periodically receive fly ash from Denmark for waste-treatment and some other minor imports.

 

5. Unfortunately, we have no reliable figures on illegal imports and exports. 
