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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and refers to the request for information on the Initiative presented by Switzerland and Indonesia on the transboundary movement of wastes with a view to giving greater effect to the Convention.

In that regard, the Permanent Mission is pleased to inform the Secretariat that the list of possible reasons for the transboundary movement of wastes in places in which sound management cannot be ensured for economic, legal, enforcement, awareness-raising, knowledge or other reasons discussed during the First Meeting of the Country-led Initiative (CLI) is complete and adequate. It takes into account differences in developing countries and the various kinds of industries that engage in transboundary movement of wastes to countries / recycling firms that do not have the capacity to manage them properly, which constitutes a health and environmental risk. In this respect, Mexico suggests that the countries importing or exporting hazardous wastes have modern facilities able to manage dangerous wastes responsibly.

The Permanent Mission further informs the Secretariat that Mexico recognizes that environmental legislation on the management and generation of hazardous wastes is increasingly strict in the industrialized countries, and that the costs associated with sound management (systems for the collection, storage, transportation, controlled containment, neutralization, incineration or recycling of wastes) have risen considerably. As a result, the Government of Mexico expresses its support for the efforts being made to advance the Ban Amendment, which is considered a mechanism for protecting vulnerable countries as it guarantees environmentally rational management of wastes as established by the Basel Convention itself.

Lastly, the Permanent Mission has the honour to transmit the enclosed document, the duly completed questionnaire on the challenges facing countries in substantially enhancing implementation of the Basel Convention.

The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew the expression of its highest consideration to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.







Geneva, 1 July 2009 
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To the Secretariat of the 
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Geneva

cc: General Directorate for Global Issues. In accordance with your ref tgl104242 (28 July 2009). By pouch.

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES SECRETARIAT

General Directorate for Integrated Management of Hazardous Materials and Activities (DGGIMAR)

INDONESIAN-SWISS COUNTRY-LED INITIATIVE (CLI)

TO IMPROVE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE BASEL CONVENTION

Questionnaire on the specific challenges facing countries

1. Which are the wastes imported in or exported from your country that cause the main problems to the environment and human health in the importing country? And what do you think are the main reasons?

In Mexico, hazardous wastes may be imported only if they are to be recycled or reused. Wastes that consist in or of persistent organic compounds many not be imported either, in accordance with Article 86 of the General Law on the Prevention and Integrated Management of Wastes (LGPGIR).

Hence, in order to ensure that wastes are managed in an environmentally sound manner, only companies with facilities for recycling or reusing the wastes they wish to import are authorized to import hazardous wastes, and they must have a current authorization from the Environment and Natural Resources Secretariat to recycle or reuse the wastes in question; the maximum amount of waste that the company can import corresponds to its handling capacity as established in the relevant authorization. In accordance with Article 117 of the LGPGIR Implementing Rules.

This being the case, it can be considered that the hazardous wastes imported into Mexico have caused no environmental or human health problems and have been handled in an environmentally sound manner.

By the same token, for Mexico to issue an authorization to export hazardous wastes the exporter must have the consent of the destination country and the countries of transit involved in the transboundary movement, as set out in Article 87 of the LGPGIR. Consent is obtained using the procedure for notification of export of hazardous wastes established by the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and Decision C (2001)107/Final of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The Ban under the Basel Convention has thus been upheld. Mexico has only permitted the export of hazardous wastes to countries listed in Annex VII to the Convention and to the United States of America, via the mechanism for notification of export established in Annex III to the La Paz Agreement between Mexico and the United States.

To date, there has been no indication that any of the hazardous wastes exported have caused problems relating to the environment or human health in the country of destination.

2. What is your perception, why does your country still receive hazardous wastes for which it has no facilities to manage them in an environmentally sound manner?

As stated in the response above, in accordance with Article 86 of the LGPGIR and Article 117 of the LGPGIR Implementing Rules, Mexico does not receive hazardous wastes unless it has the facilities to manage them in an environmentally sound manner.

3. What is your perception, why does your country still send hazardous wastes to countries that prohibit import of hazardous wastes and for which they have no facilities to manage them in an environmentally sound manner?

As stated in response to question 1, Mexico does not allow the export of hazardous wastes to countries to which such export is banned or which do not have the facilities to manage the wastes in an environmentally sound manner. Mexico only exports hazardous wastes to countries listed in Annex VII to the Basel Convention and requests their consent using the notification procedure for the export of hazardous wastes established in the Basel Convention, OECD Decision C(2001)107/Final and Annex III to the La Paz Agreement.

4. Are there wastes for which you see any potential or necessity to be imported to or exported from your country for reuse, recycling, recovery?

In our experience, there is a need to continue exporting halogenated organic wastes, PCBs, out-of-date pesticides, florescent bulbs and electronic wastes such as cathode tubes. This information, like that on hazardous wastes imported into Mexico, is available in the annual reports submitted to the Basel Convention. In addition, Article 86, Part III of the General Law on the Prevention and Integrated Management of Wastes stipulates that the import of wastes shall be limited when it discourages or constitutes an obstacle to the recycling or reuse of the wastes on the national territory.

5. Does your country have any concrete figures available reporting about imported or exported wastes which were not treated in an environmentally sound manner in the receiving facility / country?

There are no concrete figures on the import or export of wastes that have not been treated in an environmentally sound manner in the receiving facility.

