SIWG POPs wastes online consultation of 30 October 2025- informal
summary

Meeting Overview
Date & Time: 30 October, 2025 — 12.30-13.30 CET

Facilitator: Melisa Tin Siong Lim (Secretariat)

Agenda

1. Introduction

2. Proposal on work related to destruction and irreversible transformation methods
for POPs wastes

3. Any other matters

4. Nextsteps

Key Points Discussed

Introduction
The Secretariat introduced the objective of the consultation and provided the following updates:

- Two consultants have been engaged to support updating of the technical guidelines.

- A call for information on LPC compilations have been sent out to Parties and observers

- Atits 21 meeting held from 29 September to 3 October 2025, the POPs review
Committee deferred the decision on the draft risk profile for polybrominated dibenzo-p-
dioxins and dibenzofurans and mixed polybrominated/chlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and
dibenzofurans. This implies that there will be no candidate POPs proposed for listing at
the next COP of the Stockholm Convention in April/May 2027.

Proposal on work related to destruction and irreversible transformation methods for POPs
wastes:

The member from Canada introduced a proposal on work related to destruction and irreversible
transformation methods for POPs wastes. Referring to three documents that she had prepared and
shared with the SIWG ahead of the consultation, she highlighted the following:

-The SIWG have had ongoing discussions about existing technologies from section G of the
general TGs, how updates are to be made to describe various related elements such as
processes, emissions, residues, and destruction efficiency and on the applicability of the
technologies to specific POPs.

- New technologies are to be considered to keep the TGs relevant. More clarity could be provided
regarding submitting new technologies for inclusion in the TGs. The Canadian team has
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prepared a draft template that could be used for that purpose by reaching out to relevant
stakeholders. In terms of structure, the template mirrors sections in the general guidelines and
includes space for references, specifications, and comments.

-The Canadian team also prepared a mapping of existing references included in section G of the
General TGs. This helped identify gaps in information (e.g., missing reference for base-
catalyzed decomposition process).

- The SIWG could discuss further work that could be undertaken address these gaps.

Participants’ comments:

-Several members took the floor to express support for the proposal on collecting information on
new technologies and thanked Canada for the initiative and work undertaken. Some pointed to
adjustments and aspects to be reflected in the template e.g. more granularity at level of individual
POPs within group of POPs such as fluorinated POPs. There was support for advancing the work
within the SIWG.

-A member explained that it is not easy to find references for all the descriptive elements of
technologies included in section G of the General TGs in the scientific literature. The SIWG
could consider whether technologies appropriate for existing POPs would also be applicable to
newly listed POPs.

-Referring to the limit for destruction efficiency, a member highlighted the challenges of
obtaining very accurate information for all technologies and all POPs, including through
measurement and that discussion on addressing such challenges was important.

-On addressing the gaps in references in the General TGs, it was proposed to complement the
mapping exercise on references by including information the criteria that were supported or not.
This exercise could be undertaken by the consultant working on updating the General TGs. In
light of the findings, the SIWG would consider possible follow-ups.

Next steps

It was proposed that SIWG members would be invited to provide comments on the draft template
prepared by Canada by 12 December 2025. Depending on the complexity of requested
adjustments, Canada would be able to provide a revised template in January 2026. The revised
template would then be used by SIWG members to collect information on new technologies from
their national stakeholders.

The consultant would complement the mapping exercise on references undertaken by Canada by
including information the criteria that were supported or not and share the findings with SIWG.

The Secretariat would share a summary of the consultation with all SIWG members for any other
comments on the proposed next steps.
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