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Questionnaire No. 2

Ratification

1. Has your country taken any steps to ratify the Protocol on Liability and Compensation?

No

2. With regard to the ratification process of international agreements in your country:

a) Which entity may initiate the ratification process and how

The Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic. A proposal for the    

Government shall be prepared by the Ministry of the Environment as a general  sponsor for this issue.  

b) Would that entity retain the leading role in guiding the instrument during the entirety of the ratification process?  If not, which entity will take the leading role?

The Ministry of the Environment has the leading role during the whole ratification procedure.

c) Which other entities must be consulted before ratification can take place?

The proposal has to be consulted with each of the ministries of the Slovak Republic and the central state authorities by public procedure before an approval with the agreement by the Government of the Slovak Republic.

d) Which is the entity taking the final decision?

The National Council of the Slovak Republic and the President of the Slovak Republic (signature of accession instrument)   

3. Are there any other requirements following ratification for an international instrument to enter into force and / or to be implemented in your country?

From the international point of view - after signature of the accession instrument by the President of the Slovak Republic, the instrument has to be deposited with the Depositary.  

      From the domestic point of view – no other requirements are demanded.    

4. What are the difficulties, concerns and obstacles identified in your country to ratification of the Protocol?

a) At a practical level (e.g. capacity to implement)

· Financial demands (limits of liability under the Protocol) for entities concerned – high transportation costs could cause an elimination of small entities acting on the waste market (a negative impact). 

· Slovakia does not rank among the risk countries under the Protocol – there are  no transboundary movements of waste to developing countries (a general note). 

b) At a legal / technical level (e.g. conflict with existing domestic rules)

Enforcement of  the liability and compensation in the light of the Protocol, that means, the extension of  the existing obligations to compensate for damage to life, health and property by new obligations to compensate the damage in relation to: 

- the loss of income directly deriving from an economic interest in any use of the environment

- the costs for remedy of the environment

- the costs of preventive measures taken in response to an incident to prevent, minimise or mitigate loss or damage

Legal adaptations should be done in the area of  insurance. There is necessity to examine  sufficiency of the actual legal status regarding requirements of the Protocol.  

5. How do you think that these difficulties, concerns and obstacles could be removed?

To re-evaluate limits of liability specified by the Protocol in relation to the requirements of the Directive 2004/35/EC on environmental liability with regard to the prevention and remedy of environmental damage. 

6. What actions could be undertaken by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to facilitate the ratification of the Protocol by your country?

No suggestion

