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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	27.06.1991

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	-

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point



	Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable 

Subsecretaría de Control y Fiscalización Ambiental y Prevención de la Contaminación

Direccción Nacional de Control Ambiental

Dirección de Residuos Peligrosos

San Martín 451 - (ZIP Code: 1004) - Ciudad Autónoma de  Buenos Aires

Argentina

tel.: (54-11) 4348-8692

fax: (54-11) 4348-8209

e-mail.: drp@ambiente.gov.ar

website: http://www.ambiente.gov.ar
	Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto

Dirección General de Asuntos Ambientales

Esmeralda 1212 - (1007) Buenos Aires

Argentina

tel.: (54-11) 4819-7414

fax: (54-11) 4819-7413

e-mail.: digma@mrecic.gov.ar ; 
             smm@mrecic.gov.ar ;
             rbh@mrecic.gov.ar

website: http://www.mrecic.gov.ar


	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Argentina. 

The Executive Decree 181/92 defines waste as any kind of material, substance or object “…produced by any activity and which elimination, recycling, recovery, reuse and/or final disposal is proceeded, are intended to be disposed of or are required to be disposed of, as well as those considered as waste by the implementation authority (article 3).  Argentine framework also considers as waste “…all material, substance or object that intends to be imported or introduced to argentine territory in the same state that was discarded by it generator, and/or offered free of charge or paying a fee for recycling, treatment or disposal” (Article 4).

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Argentina. 

National Law 24.051 (approved by the National Congress on 17 December 1991; published in the Official Bulletin on 17 January 1992) governs the generation, handling, transport, treatment, and final disposal of hazardous wastes. These include those wastes that are listed in Annex I of the Law as well as those having the characteristics set forth in Annex II (these annexes are identical to Annexes I and III of Basel Convention, which Argentina approved through Law 23.922).

The National Law 23.922 of “Approval Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal” is applied when the waste is subjet to a transboundary movement for it disposal or recovering. 

National Law 24.051 establishes in its Article 2º:  "It will be considered hazardous, to the effects of this law, every waste that could cause damage, direct or indirectly, to living beings or to contaminate the ground, the water, the atmosphere or the environment in general.  Particularly, will be considered hazardous those wastes indicated in the Annex I or those that have any of the characteristics listed in the Annex II of this Law.  The provisions  of the present (Hazardous Waste Law) will be also applied to those hazardous wastes that could, in the future, be used in  other industrial processes.  This law excludes from its scope household and radioactive wastes, and those wastes derived from the normal operations of ships, that shall be ruled by special laws and international conventions in force on the matter".

Radioactive wastes and wastes derived from the normal operations of a ship are excluded from the scope of National Law of hazardous wastes because they are ruled by other regulations and international instruments.

Argentina regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

The national definition of hazardous wastes covers wastes other than those listed in Annexes I, II, VIII and IX of the Basel Convention. 

Those wastes that are listed in Annex I of the Law as well as those having the characteristics set forth in Annex II (these annexes are identical to Annexes I and III of Basel Convention). 

Executive Decree 181/92 establishes a Prohibition of Transport, Introduction and Import of Hazardous Wastes to Argentina). Annex I of this Decree includes an indicative list of the wastes that are covered.

Argentina requires special consideration for the following waste(s) when subjected to transboundary movement: 

Those products that are made by recycling of wastes or which use recycled wastes as raw materials (e.x. carpets made by recycled rubber), require special consideration.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has not been implemented in Argentina. 


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Argentina has no restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Argentina has no restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Argentina restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. Article 41 of the Argentine National Constitution determines that the import of actually or potentially hazardous waste as well as radioactive (waste) is forbidden.

Also, Argentina has an import ban for those wastes defined as hazardous according to the National Law 24.051. On the other hand, Decree 181/1992 prohibits the transport and import of hazardous wastes (nominative wastes listed in Annex I).

This restriction covers all countries and wastes listed by the National Legislation (Law 24.051, Executive Decree 181/92).

The legislation previously cited applies in Argentina national territory and areas within national jurisdiction as defined by Argentinean law.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Argentina restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Article 41 of the Argentine Constitution determines that the import of actually or potentially hazardous waste as well as radioactive (waste) is forbidden.

Also, Argentina has an import ban for those wastes defined as hazardous according to the National Law 24.051. On the other hand, Decree 181/1992 prohibits the transport and import of hazardous wastes (nominative wastes listed in Annex I).

This restriction covers all countries and wastes listed by the National Legislation (Law 24.051, Executive Decree 181/92).

The legislation previously cited applies in Argentina national territory and areas within national jurisdiction as defined by Argentinean law.


	
	Restrictions on transit
Argentina restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

Article 41 of the Argentine Constitution determines that the import of actually or potentially hazardous waste as well as radioactive (waste) is forbidden.

The transit of hazardous wastes is regulated by National Law 24.051. Its Article Nº 3 prays “It´s forbidden the import, introduction and transport of all types of wastes originated in other countries, to the National Territory and its maritime and air spaces…”

This restriction covers all countries and wastes listed by the National Legislation (Law 24.051, Executive Decree 181/92).

The legislation previously cited applies in Argentina national territory and areas within national jurisdiction as defined by Argentinean law.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
Hazardous waste Generators listed in the “National Register of Generator and Operators of Hazardous Wastes” must present a plan to reduce the generation of hazardous wastes by means of change of technology; adequate segregation of wastes; and recycling, when it is possible, in an environmentally sound manner. This requirement is in line with provisions of Article 17th of National Law 24.051.

The Environmental Authority (Competent Authority) has designed a National Plan of Reduction and Elimination of PCB´s, enacted by National Law 25.670 and Decree 853/07.

Additional Plans of Elimination (other POPs and PTS, such as mercury compounds and products such as batteries) are under preparation.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

National Law 24.051 – Executive Decree 831/93 – Decree 181/92.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Environmental tax for generators of hazardous wastes and hazardous wastes treatment plants. This tax is decreased in accordance with the reduction of the generation of hazardous waste.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
In accordance with National Law 25.670, industries are gradually replacing devices containing PCB in order to eliminate them.


	
	Others

Establishment of the “Basel Convention Regional Center for Capacity Building and Transfer of Technology for the South America Region” (BCRC-Argentina).


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
Argentina has a number of treatment and disposal plants for several categories of hazardous wastes, but there are no licensed disposal facilities for all categories of hazardous wastes. For example, specific waste such as PCBs – Y10 (in concentration above 5.000 ppm) or high organochloride substances due to the lack of capacity for the control of dioxins and furans. Neither recovering of precious metals from catalyst or RAEEs.  

Training courses are given to Public Authorities and relevant actors of the country in order to develop treatment capacity so as to dispose wastes near their place of generation. Provincial and local approval is required to operate a treatment or disposal plant.

For regulation of waste management Argentina has:

•
A legal instrument, National Law 24.051 (approved by the National Congress on 17 December 1991; published in the Official Bulletin on 17 January 1992) that governs the “Handling, generation, processing, transport, treatment, and final disposal of hazardous wastes”. This Law creates the “National Register of generators and operators of hazardous wastes”, with the aim to exercise due control over hazardous waste. The Enforcement Authority requires mandatory registration of all those parties that generate, handle, carry, treat or dispose hazardous waste.

•
Two documents are also used for control purposes: 1) “The Environmental Annual Certificate”: when all the legal and technical requirements that ensure an environmental sound management of the hazardous waste are fulfilled, the concerned parties receive this certificate. Industries, carriers, treatment and disposal plants and any other activity that generates or operates with hazardous wastes must have the authorization. The company which carries out the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes also needs this certificate for operating. 2) “Manifest”: It is the document that contains information related with the origin of the waste, and its transfer from the generation site to the final disposal plant (from cradle to the grave). This document allows the Competent Authority to track the hazardous waste from de site where was originated to the disposal site.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
National Law 23.922: Approves the Basel Convention (1992)

National Law 24.051, regulated by Executive Decree 831/93 that rules the "generation, handling, transport and treatment of hazardous waste". 

Decree 181/92

Additional environmental law information can be obtained from:

http://www.ambiente.gov.ar/?idseccion=22


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities
For information about Licences for Wastes Operators granted by Argentine Jurisdictions  (local authorities), see web site: www.ambiente.gov.ar

There are several facilities in the country. For an up-dated National Permits List see web site: www. ambiente.gov.ar (Subsecretaría de Control y Fiscalización Ambiental y Prevención de la Contaminación / Dirección de Residuos Peligrosos).


	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities
For information about Licences for Wastes Operators granted by Argentine Jurisdictions  (local authorities), see web site:www.ambiente.gov.ar

There are several facilities in the country. For an up-dated National Permits List see web site: www.ambiente.gov.ar (Subsecretaría de Control y Fiscalización Ambiental y Prevención de la Contaminación / Dirección de Residuos Peligrosos)


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· No agreements



	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	· Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable, San Martín 459, Buenos Aires (1004), Argentina, (+5411) 4348-8425, e-mail:acapra@ambiente.gov.ar, www.ambiente.gov.ar

· Universidad de Buenos Aires. Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturale. Ciudad Universitaria, Buenos Aires, (+5411) 4576-3361, e-mail: majo@qb.fcen.uba.ar

· INTI-Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Industrial, Av. Gral. Paz e/Albarellos y Avenida de los Constituyentes, (+5411) 4724-0587

· Comisión Nacional de Energía Atómica, CNEA, Av. Del Libertador 8250, Buenos Aires. (+5411) 0704-1000

· INA - Instituto Nacional del Agua y el Ambiente, Autopista Ezeiza Cañuelas km1620, Ezeiza, Buenos Aires. (+5411) 44480-9219/448.9225
Further information can be obtained from: www.ambiente.gov.ar


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	151,923

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	No data

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	151923

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	No data

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	165

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	Not reported

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	No import

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	Not reported


