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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	01.11.1993

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	20.06.2003

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point



	Competent Authority for Transit

Federale Overheidsdienst Volksgezondheid, Veiligheid van de Voedselketen en Leefmilieu 

Directoraat-generaal Leefmilieu  (code BE 004)
Eurostation Bloc II -  Place Victor Horta 40 bus 10

B - 1060 Brussels

Telephone: (32-2) 524-9562

Telefax: 
(32-2) 524-9602

E-mail: 
ann.vanpoucke@health.fgov.be

Website: 
www.health.fgov.be

Multiple Competent Authorities exist. Complete list available from the Focal Point.
	OVAM

Afdeling Afvalstoffenbeheer

Stationsstraat 110

2800 Mechelen

Belgium

Telephone:
(32 15) 28 43 12
Telefax:
(32 15) 41 30 72
E-Mail:
els.depicker@ovam.be

Website: 
 www.ovam.be


	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Belgium. 

In Belgium the definition of waste and hazardous waste is in accordance with the European Law. With regard to transboundary movements of wastes the Council Regulation (EEC) N° 259/93 is applied.

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Belgium. 

In Belgium the definition of waste and hazardous waste is in accordance with the European Law. With regard to transboundary movements of wastes the Council Regulation (EEC) N° 259/93 is applied.

Belgium regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

In Belgium the provisions of the European Council Regulation 259/93/EEC apply, especially referring to its Annexes II, III, IV and V. Annexes III and IV (Amber and Red List) regulate also some wastes not included in art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention. There is also a list which specifies the wastes which are not controlled (Annex II = Green List).  All wastes not included in the Annexes are controlled. All wastes destined for final disposal are also controlled.

In Belgium there are no wastes other than those pursuant to Art. 1 (1)a and/or Art. 1 (1)b of the Basel Convention that require special consideration when subjected to transboundary movement. 

The walloon region has suggested to class the waste -GM 140: waste edible fats and oils of animal or vegetable origin (frying oil) in the annexIII, for public health reason.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has been implemented in Belgium. 

The Amendment was implemented by the Council Regulation Nr. 120/97 on the 20th January 1997.


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Belgium restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

Belgium fulfils the Provision of the Council Regulation (EEC) 259/93  (09.02.1993): Council Regulation (EEC) No. 259/93 of 1 February 1993 on the supervision and control of shipments of waste within, into and out of the European Community. The export of hazardous waste and other waste for final disposal to non-EU and EFTA countries is prohibited.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Belgium restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Belgium fulfils the Provision of the Council Regulation (EEC) 259/93 (09.02.1993): Council Regulation (EEC) No. 259/93 of 1 February 1993 on the supervision and control of shipments of waste within, into and out of the European Community. With the amendment (Commission Decision 94/721/EC of 21 October 1994) all exports of hazardous and other waste for recovery listed in annex V are prohibited from EU-countries to non-OECD-countries.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Belgium restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

Belgium fulfils the Provisions of the Council Regulation (EEC) 259/93, specially referring to Art. 19§1 i.e. total ban for the import of hazardous wastes from non-Parties to the Basel Convention.



	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Belgium restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Council Regulation (EEC) 259/93, Art. 21. The restriction covers non-OECD countries and non-Parties to the Basel Convention.


	
	Restrictions on transit
Belgium restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

Council Regulation (EEC) 259/93. The restriction covers non-OECD countries and non-Parties to the Basel Convention.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
Prevention of waste is very important in the European and the Belgian waste policy. Also the use of certain dangerous products is forbidden by European legislation.



	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

Flanders:

It is an aim of the Flemish policy to protect public and environmental health against damaging influences of wastes and to prevent dissipation of raw materials and energy by (in the following order of priority): 

- Preventing and reducing waste production and preventing or reducing the damaging features of wastes; 

- Promotion of waste recycling; and 

- Organising the disposal of all the wastes which cannot be prevented or recycled. (article 5 of the Waste Management Decree of 20.04.94).

On prevention: 

The first PRESTI program wanted to offer practical and usable information to a group of enterprises in the same activity-sector. To achieve this, PRESTI 1 choose federations as partners. Federations are a suitable partner to develop a program to stimulate enterprises concerning prevention. PRESTI 1 also wanted to achieve a knowledge development on prevention in federations that lasted also after the ending of PRESTI 1. Federations who wanted to develop a project on prevention, could receive financial support in the PRESTI program. 

The first PRESTI program ended in 1997. 32 Projects were executed. The projects started with a research on some sector specific aspects, and resulted in 2 publications: a sector study and a manual with concrete prevention measures for the SME’s. So, a first phase consisted in a gathering of information and the development of a strategy, the second phase consisted in spreading the obtained information (via workshops, publications, training, etc.).  

PRESTI 1 reached 15.262 enterprises, on a total of 40.505 potentially reachable enterprises. The benefits of the program are a higher awareness and knowledge level on prevention.

The second PRESTI program gave financial support to federations for demonstration projects, a step that lacked in PRESTI 1. Pilot enterprises were screened and some prevention measures were executed. Afterwards, the measures were evaluated on ecological value and on technical and economical feasibility. Again, the information was spread to SME’s. 

PRESTI 2 ended in 2001. 13 Projects were executed. Research on the effectiveness of the program, showed that 2000 enterprises were positively affected by the program.

PRESTI 3 offered support to individual SME’s. Participating SME’s developed a prevention plan. In a second phase, this plan was possibly implemented. PRESTI 3 ended in 2002 and supported 50 SME’s. In 2003, the program is evaluated.

PRESTI 4 started in 1998 and supports intermediary organisations that develop systems to promote prevention and environmental management in enterprises.  Every Flemish province has its own PRESTI 4 program, meaning that every Flemish enterprise can participate in a program developed by one of the supported intermediaries. 324 enterprises have participated up to now. A ‘certificate’ is handed out to enterprises that can show good results. This certificate is the same for every province. The easy recognisable certificate and logo are a strong communication towards the general public, other enterprises, etc. The success stories of PRESTI 4 are gathered in 2 publications that seek to inspire other non-participating enterprises. 

PRESTI 4 ended in 2004.

PRESTI 5 started in 2002 and ends in 2006. Supported projects have to integrate a strong ‘information and experience spreading’ phase. New in PRESTI 5 is that not only enterprises and their intermediaries can receive support, but also research and education institutions, environmental and socio-cultural associations, etc.

PRESTI 5 is a dynamical program that has the possibility to change per year supported types and themes of projects.

The main goal of PRESTI is spreading the message that prevention is worth while and showing executed prevention projects. Through the intermediaries, a lot of enterprises are reached. For PRESTI 1, 2, 3 and 4 evaluation studies are available. PRESTI 5 is still under evaluation.

The first lesson learned in the new PRESTI 5, target group and projects eligible for support, are defined in a larger way. This because past programs learned that the target groups are in the best position to identify the needs to develop an interesting project. 

A second lesson learned, is that prevention takes time. Time to reflect about action plans, time to analyse production processes and products. This time aspect makes it difficult to convince enterprises to take action in prevention, especially because prevention does not always guarantee a short-term benefit (in general, it does pay of on a longer-term bases).

Significant economic aspects of the initiative (E.g. economic costs or benefits for the authorities and other stakeholders):

Subsidies granted for the projects per program: 3.200.000 Euro (PRESTI 1), 560.000 Euro (PRESTI 2), 407.000 Euro (PRESTI 3), 1.622.000 Euro (PRESTI 4) en ca 

2.980.000 Euro (PRESTI 5).  Cost reductions are not known in every enterprise.

On recycling / recovery and final disposal:

For waste management the Flemish Region disposes of a large variety of policy instruments to succeed in the objectives – namely to prevent as much waste as possible, and to recycle the waste that is still produced as materials or as energy and to use dumping only as the last resort. 

- Since 1995 OVAM constructed a network of 35 reuse centres with 101 shops. Local authorities were financially stimulated to cooperate with these centres. They collect reusable furniture, electrical and electronical equipment, toys and leisure items, clothing for free and resell those goods at a low price. In 2005 they've collected more than 36.205 tons reusable goods whose end-of-life has been postponed for a certain time.  

Awareness-raising for local authorities: publication of CD-rom with helpful ideas to prevent waste.

 - Ecodesign: Due to the increasing pressure of the actual world economy on the global ecosystem, action is needed for the future. Present pressure should be halved. In 2040 this pressure will be increased to five times the actual pressure. Our products should only need a factor 10 then of what they need now on materials, energy…  This is possible by designing the products of tomorrow using ecodesign. The objective is to provide information and support on ecodesign to designers and companies in Flanders.

- Awareness-raising in schools: MOS-schools try to integrate environmental care in school life. They help to raise the demand for environmental friendly school supplies and learn the kids another attitude towards environment. The project was started in 2002 and is renewed annually.

- ECOLIZER: The ecolizer is a new ecodesign draft tool from OVAM that uses the eco-indicator method '99.  With the ecolizer the OVAM aims to all designers and agencies who design products and who are searching for the assessment of the environmental impact of it.

For its waste management, the Flemish Region does not only dispose of agreements on environment management, but also of environmental levies on waste elimination, of landfilling and incineration bans, of duties of acceptance, return collection duties, environment licenses, subsidies, etc.

Wallonia:

 The Walloon Government’s action plan reflects the wish to reduce the quantity of hazardous waste and the degree of hazard represented by waste that are produced. 

In order to reduce the quantity of waste, the Government is introducing a new waste reduction target:

- The “polluter pays” principle and the principle of producer responsibility in accordance with waste management plan;

- Lowest priority to landfilling and introduction of landfill tax; 

- Highest priority to the waste treatment in the form of recycling encouraged by regional authority investments and increase in the private undertaking; 

- Adoption of cleaner process techniques by industries, using of resources more effectively and re-using or sale of by-products;

- Adoption of more suitable consumption patterns by consumers, for example, buying products with minimal packaging or/and re-use; and

- Use of agreements as management tools to promote the overall principle of answerability of waste generators and market orientation in the field of waste and recycling. 

In order to reduce the degree of hazard represented by waste to be landfilled, following suitable treatment are used: physical treatment (solidification/ stabilization  and deshydratation); biological treatment (biological activity); and physico-chemical treatment (dechlorination; dechromatisation; and decyanurisation). These objectives were translated into Government Action Plan and into a decree on waste on 27 June 1996.

Brussels:

The cadre directive of the Brussels Government on waste prevention and management of 1991 allows the Government to take measures to prevent or reduce production of waste and their harmfulness: 

- by encouraging development of cleaner technologies and technologies needing less natural resources,

- by encouraging development of products conceived in a way that their production, their use or elimination provokes the minimum on waste,

- by developing appropriate techniques for elimination of hazardous substances in waste.

The third waste prevention and management plan 2003-2007 was adopted in November 2003. This plan confirms the waste management hierarchy, it gives priority to prevention and re-use, followed by recycling and energy recuperation, and disposal coming as a last resort. It introduces the concept of dematerialisation of waste. The aim of dematerialisation is to maintain current levels of economic development and well-being while consuming fewer material and energy resources. By focusing on a policy of dematerialisation, the Region will create an important link between waste policy and product and resource policies and will help to uncouple increased waste production and economic growth. The principle of producer's liability is reiterated. Its extension to hazardous waste flows is planned, including hazardous waste produced in scattered amounts, such as neon tubes, waste from do-it-yourself products, etc. For the management of non-household waste, the new plan provides for public awareness measures to favor the elimination of hazardous waste from small and medium-sized enterprises and a study of incentives to promote proper disposal of hazardous waste (private financing, positive economic return and "return" brand). The Region likes to set up a network of voluntary return of waste (hazardous or not) by self-employed persons and SMEs, better control on the disposal of hazardous waste. Sector-based prevention plans will be promoted and debated with the public.

On prevention, some actions aiming at the reduction of the waste generation are carried out in three phases: providing information and research on sustainable consumption, putting in place pilot projects to demonstrate results, informing and creating awareness among the public. 90% of SMEs are active in the administrative or service sectors, in the Region. Therefore three preferential targets have been selected: households, schools and businesses.

For the households, several aspects are under scrutiny at the moment:

- interior pollution,

- alternatives for hazardous domestic products,

- well considered purchasing,

- well considered uses.

Several programs are implemented:

- the eco-construction strategy takes into account the interior pollution and the use of ecological alternatives for construction materials,

- the awareness raising campaigns aim at certain products as generator of hazardous waste (i.e. batteries),hazardous products used at home,health and environment with his green ambulance “Regional cell for intervention concerning interior pollution.”

Awareness raising in businesses: Training is organized for companies applying for the "Eco-dynamic Business" label. This training focuses on subjects such as waste take back obligations or purchases of environmentally friendly products or services for office maintenance.

Awareness raising campaigns are organized per activity sector for the prevention and management of the waste streams (dry cleaning, coach work, garage, construction sector….). Information is distributed by ‘The Business and Environment Bulletin’, sector publications, ‘good practices’ publications,…



	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
- Ecotax: Since July 1993 a national law introduced taxes on certain consuming products that are considered to be harmful to the environment (soda packaging, batteries, pesticides, paper etc.).

- MAMBO: MAMBO is the Dutch abbreviation of "Less Waste, More Profit". By means of a software package developed by the Flemish Waste Agency, companies are able to calculate the exact cost of their waste production. The objective is to bring about awareness about this topic and to focus on waste prevention. In 2006 MAMBO was evaluated and optimized. An update of the software is now available.

- Flanders: Eco-efficiency scan program. In 2006 the Flemish Waste Agency developed the Eco-efficiency scanprogram for small and medium-sized enterprises (SME's) in Flanders. Over a period of 3 years the Eco-efficiency scanprogram aims at the participation of 1.000 Flemish SME's. For these companies the program must make clear what is the potential for improvements towards eco-efficiency. This program wants to encourage SME’s to invest in an eco-efficient policy. In this way they combine environmental profit with economic advantage. The program consists of an audit and 2 follow-up moments. These three steps of the program are undertaken by a SME in a period of one year. To professionally support SME’s, the Flemish Public Waste Office contracts out to consultants annually the realization of the eco-efficiency scanprogram. The Flemish Government bears the expenses for this professional guidance. This means that the program is free of charge for the SME’s. 

The basis of the program is the audit, by means of an eco-efficiency scaninstrument. The scan is a checklist with questions divided into 5 modules. Those modules refer to the 5 fields of eco-efficiency: processes, products (ecodesign), waste valorisation, market and management. The five modules have been subdivided into several aspects, 35 in total. The module 'processes', for example, is subdivided into 'waste', 'air pollution', 'energy use', 'water use and waste water', …

- Flanders applies the 'polluter pays' principle. Simultaneously, a price-differentiation distinguishes between the fraction for incineration or landfilling (the 'rest-fraction' or residual waste stream) and the fractions collected separately for recycling. The Flemish Government has also imposed additional environmental taxes on the residual waste stream. The purpose of these taxes is to stimulate prevention and recycling, and also to finance regional environmental policy.

- Implementation of tax legislation on waste: In Flanders, environmental taxes are put on final disposal of waste materials, i.e. on incineration and landfilling, with exemptions on recycling. It constitutes a good instrument for discouraging production of waste materials at source and accordingly promote prevention. 
- The registration obligation holds each producer or importer, who brings certain products on the market, responsible for the entire life cycle of the product until the phase of which the product becomes waste. The VLAREA points out the products (paper, cars, tires, batteries, WEEE, frying fats, waste oils, …) and specifies the objectives whom have to be made in the area of prevention, selective collection and assimilation of his (waste)products. By putting the costs of the waste-disposal with the producers or importers, ecodesign will be stimulated. The lower disposal-costs whom will be achieved by this and will be deducted towards the customer, must work steering towards his buying behaviour. Producers and importers give in rule a collective interpretation to their registration obligation by means of a Environmental Policy Agreement (EPA). An Environmental Policy Agreement is an agreement between the government and the parties (whom represent the industrial sector) in which there will agree how prevention, selective collection and assimilation will be realized in the sector, who this will finance and who this will follow up and report. The EPA is different than the traditional legislation. It gives the government the opportunity to make an appeal on the expertise’s and efforts of the company world. For the enterprises the EPA offers a benefit of involvement with the policy, legal security and the possibility to build a positive environmental image.

- The producer liability system is a key element of the Third Waste Prevention and Management Plan (2003-2007) of Brussels. The plan provides that manufacturers must bear the real and full cost of waste created by their products.

- Brussels has one incinerator. Fees for collecting and treating non-household waste are variable so as to encourage the sorting and recycling of waste.

- Brussels will study different economic instruments to improve the management of hazardous waste: positive economic return, private financing, introduction of a "return brand", and soon.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Packaging prevention plans by packaging companies.


	
	Others

Flanders: 

The environmental management plan MINA 2003-2007 which indicates the environmental policy of Flanders, describes some actions to reduce and/or eliminate generation of hazardous and other wastes: 

- action 9: Determine goals for the prevention, reuse and recycling of industrial waste that has to be tackled first

- action 10: Reduce the disposal of high calory waste to a minimum- force up the energy recovery of non-recycable waste to a maximum, with respect for the environment

- action 11: Develop a source oriented waste policy approach

- action 12: Obtain the objective of 13% prevention in 2007 of household waste compared with 2000. The aim is to uncouple the growth of the amount of waste from the economic growth.

Wallonia:

- Development of production technology to minimize the production of hazardous waste; and 

- Development of technology to neutralize hazardous waste.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
In the European Regulation 259/93/EEC provisions for self-sufficiency and proximity are fixed.



	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
The European Regulation 259/93/EEC applies. The export of hazardous waste to non-OECD-countries is forbidden.  For shipments within the European Union, the provisions for self-sufficiency and proximity are fixed for wastes for disposal.

Wallonia: 

General guidance on exports and imports of wastes is contained in the waste shipments Regulations EC and in the waste management plan in Walloon. However some expectations to these rules may be appropriate. 

The main policies are as follows: 

To ban all imports directly for final disposal; 

To ban imports and exports of wastes for disposal except if:

(1) The waste cannot realistically be dealt with in an environmentally sound manner in, or in closer proximity to, the country of origin, and 

(2) The State of destination has the technical capacity and the necessary facilities in order to dispose of the wastes in question in an environmentally sound and efficient manner or, 

(3) The capacity treatment in the country or origin is saturated, taking into account of regional/ national self-sufficiency, or 

(4) The transboundary movement concerning small quantities hazardous wastes for which it would be uneconomical for the State of origin to provide his own facility this specific case requires cooperation between countries concerned; 

To allow all imports for recovery except if: 

(1) Large quantities of unrecoverable residues which are derived from recycling/ recovery operations must be landfilled, or 

(2) The import in question must be seriously prejudicial to the capacity of a particular facility to deal with wastes from Walloon Region sources, or 

(3) The waste in question doesn’t comply with the specification set out in the authorisation for the destination facility - this specific case requires cooperation between countries concerned; 

To allow all exports for recovery except if: 

(1) The country of destination prohibits the import of waste in question, or 

(2) The Walloon Region has the regulatory and technical infrastructures necessary to deal with waste exported.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities
A complete list could be obtained from the Focal Point.



	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities

A broad range of facilities exist in Belgium for waste treatment / recovery, graphical industry, animal waste treatment, chemical industry, metallurgy, scrap treatment, oil refinery, waste oil treatment, sludge treatment, soil treatment, recycling of zinc and nickel salts, treatment of used oils etc. Information available from the Competent Authorities.


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· No agreements



	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	A complete list could be obtained from the Competent Authorities.


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	1,034,932

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	1,676,244

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	2,711,176

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	16,7991)

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	760,057

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	117,123

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	779,021

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	22,634


1) Y47 is included in Y18. Y46 contains: paint, varnish, glue, inks, resins, oils, solvents, acids, alkalis, cleaning products, batteries, Hg containing objects, chemicals, pesticides, cosmetics, fire extinguisher, photo chemicals, packaging of hazardous products, needles.
