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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	20.05.1998 (a)

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	17.06.2004 (A)

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	17.06.2004 (a)


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point



	The Department of Waste Management and Pollution Control

Private Bag B.O. 323

Gaborone

Botswana

Telephone:
(267) 393 4479
Telefax:
(267) 393 4486
E-Mail:
mkgweenyane@gov.bw
	The Department of Waste Management and Pollution Control

Private Bag B.O. 323

Gaborone

Botswana

Telephone:
(267) 393 4479
Telefax:
(267) 393 4486
E-Mail:
mkgweenyane@gov.bw


	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Botswana. 

Waste; includes the following substances and any combination thereof which are discarded by any person or accumulated or stored by any person for the purpose of recycling: undesirable or superfluous by-products; residue or remainder of any process or activity; any gaseous, liquid or solid matter.

Waste is also defined by place of origin or generation (household, industrial, mining waste etc).

(Waste Management Act 1998).

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Botswana. 

Hazardous waste means controlled waste which has potential, even in low concentrations, to have significant adverse effect on public health or the environment on account of its inherent chemical and physical characteristics, such as toxic, ignitable, corrosive, carcinogenic or other properties.

(Waste Management Act 1998)

There are no wastes defined as, or considered to be hazardous wastes by national legislation in accordance with Art. 1, para 1(b) of the Basel Convention.

In Botswana there are no wastes other than those pursuant to Art. 1 (1)a and/or Art. 1 (1)b of the Basel Convention that require special consideration when subjected to transboundary movement. 


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has not been implemented in Botswana. 



	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Botswana has no restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. ( but has to be subjected to transboudary movement of hazardous waste requirements between countries of export and import)


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Botswana has no restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery.( but has to be subjected to transboudary movement of hazardous waste requirements between countries of export and import)



	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

There is no information concerning restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery disposal provided for Botswana. 

There are no hazardous waste disposal sites in the country.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

There is no information concerning restrictions on the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery disposal provided for Botswana. 

There are no waste recovery industries in the country, waste is only exported for recovery in neighboring countries.


	
	Restrictions on transit
Botswana restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

Waste Management Act 1998.

The restriction covers all forms of hazardous on transit irrespective of region or country of origin.

Countries have to make requests for transit in advance and they have to be accompanied by both movement and notification forms and permit from the disposer including dates and times of transit, this help us to alert officers at border posts and arrange for Police escort while in transit.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
Annually awareness campaigns at ports of entry (border posts), police, schools, industry and generators on general provisions of Basel convention, institutional roles and monitoring of hazardous waste. 

Awareness workshops and seminars on the general management of hazardous waste.

The polluter pays principle is also enforced as all polluters are monitored and incur all rehabilitation process.

Conducted awareness workshops in all schools and industry in view of conducting hazardous waste inventory. ( currently working on guidelines on the general management of hazardous wastes to be used by schools and industry)


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

Waste Management Act 1998 was promulgated to manage controlled waste and Section 45 of the act incorporates the provisions of the Basel Convention.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
n/a


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Regular inspections done and all polluting industries do rehabilitate contaminated sites, arrangements are also made through the department for disposal at recognized hazardous sites in the region.

Industries are requirement to produce environmental and waste management plans for all wastes produced and disposed.


	
	Others

Botswana imports finished products and just repackage for the market.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
Maintaining a register of all industries that import and export chemicals and hazardous waste.

The project on the “support to the management of chemical substances” carried out from 1998 – 2000 by Ministry of Health / Environmental Health Unit emphasized on the consultations with all stakeholders in the field of chemicals specifically the technical, legal, administrative and computer technology related issues.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
Waste Management Act 1998

Regulates waste management general and the transboundary movement of hazardous and their disposal.

The Agrochemicals Act 1999

Register all companies that deals and imports agrochemicals and collects all agrochemical containers for safe keeping and disposal.

Drugs and Related Substances Act1993

Register all companies, retailers, manufactures and importers of drugs.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
n/a


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Comply with statures and all national policies.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	No facilities available


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	No agreements


	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	· University of Botswana

· National Environmental Laboratory

· Botswana Revenue Services (customs)

· Botswana Police

· Botswana Bureau of Standards 

· Local authorities (municipalities) 


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	Not reported

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	Not reported

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	Not reported

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	Not reported


