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	National Definition
	The national definition of waste to be used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste is being prepared.

For the purposes of transboundary movement there is a regulatory definition of hazardous waste (note: Canada differentiate hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material. Thus there is a definition for both (see 2.b below), while the definition of non-hazardous waste is under development.

The definition of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material for the purposes of controlling transboundary movements destined for final disposal or recycling is set out in the Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, (EIHWHRMR) (see 2b, below).

With respect to non-hazardous waste, the Government of Canada has undertaken consultations in the development of regulations for international movements of non-hazardous wastes destined for final disposal. The definition of non-hazardous wastes for final disposal will likely include wastes generated from specific sources which are covered by the proposed regulations. Consistent with international definitions, the initial focus is on municipal solid wastes, including household or residential waste, as well as residues from the incineration of municipal solid waste. 

Furthermore, in Canada, each province and territory defines wastes within their jurisdiction and for the licensing or certification of authorized facilities.  These definitions include requirements for both disposal and recycling.  Information regarding definitions for each province and territory can be found at http://www.ec.gc.ca/wmd-dgd/default.asp?lang=En&n=7DA57C1E-1

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Canada. 

In Canada, the definition of hazardous waste and of hazardous recyclable material for the purposes of controlling transboundary movements destined for final disposal or recycling is set out in the Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, (EIHWHRMR).  These Regulations came into force on November 1st, 2005 and replaced the former Export and Import of Hazardous Wastes Regulations (EIHWR) of 1992. 

In order to meet this definition, a hazardous waste or hazardous recyclable material must be intended for a listed disposal or recycling operation and either be found on a series of lists comprised of substances and mixtures, or meet one of the hazard class characteristics (set out in Annex A of this Notification). Specific testing, criteria and protocols exist in the Canadian Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (TDGR) for the following hazard classes (which in most cases are analogous to the Basel Annex III characteristic identified): substances that are gases or aerosols, flammable liquids (H3), flammable solids (H4.1), liable to spontaneous combustion (H4.2), emit flammable gases in contact with water (H4.3), oxidizing (H5.1), organic peroxides (H5.2), poisonous (H6.1), infectious (H6.2), corrosive (H8), hazardous to the environment (H12), leachate toxic (H13), or are otherwise designated as hazardous. Those substances which are explosive (H1) or radioactive are excluded from the definition for waste and are controlled under other Canadian federal legislation such as the Canadian Explosives Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/E-17/index.html) and Canadian Explosives Regulations (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cr/C.R.C.-c.599//?showtoc=&instrumentnumber=C.R.C.-c.599) ,and the Nuclear Safety and Control Act (http://lois.justice.gc.ca/en/N-28.3/). 

Finally, the EIHWHRMR define as hazardous for the purpose of export from Canada, any waste for which Canada has received information from the United States or in accordance with the Convention, that is considered or defined as hazardous under the legislation of the country receiving it and is prohibited by that Country from being imported or conveyed in transit.

Definition of "hazardous waste" 

1. (1) In Division 8 of Part 7 and Part 10 of the Act and in these Regulations, "hazardous waste" means anything that is intended to be disposed of using one of the operations set out in Schedule 1 and that 

(a) is set out in column 2 of Schedule 3; 

(b) is included in at least one of Classes 2 to 6, 8 or 9 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; 

© is set out in column 2 of Schedule 4 and is included in at least one of Classes 2 to 6, 8 or 9 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; 

(d) is set out in column 1 of Schedule 5 in a concentration equal to or greater than the applicable concentration set out in column 2 of that Schedule; 

€ produces a leachate containing a constituent set out in column 2 of Schedule 6 in a concentration equal to or greater than the applicable concentration set out in column 3 of that Schedule, determined in accordance with Method 1311, Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure, July 1992, in Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste, Volume 1C: Laboratory Manual, Physical/Chemical Methods, Third Edition, SW-846, November 1986, published by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, which, for the purposes of this definition, shall be read without reference to section 7.1.3; 

(f) is set out in column 2 of Schedule 7, is pure or is the only active ingredient, and is unused; or 

(g) according to information that Canada has received from the United States or in accordance with the Convention, is considered or defined as hazardous under the legislation of the country receiving it and is prohibited by that country from being imported or conveyed in transit. 

Exclusion 

(2) The definition "hazardous waste" in subsection (1) does not include anything that is 

(a) exported, imported or conveyed in transit in a quantity of less than 5 kg or 5 L per shipment or, in the case of mercury, in a quantity of less than 50 Ml per shipment, other than anything that is included in Class 6.2 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; 

(b) collected from households in the course of regular municipal waste collection services; or 

© part of the exporter's or importer's personal effects or household effects not resulting from commercial use.  

Definition of "hazardous recyclable material" 

2. (1) In Division 8 of Part 7 and Part 10 of the Act and in these Regulations, "hazardous recyclable material" means anything that is intended to be recycled using one of the operations set out in Schedule 2 and that 

(a) is set out in column 2 of Schedule 3; 

(b) is included in at least one of Classes 2 to 6, 8 or 9 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; 

© is set out in column 2 of Schedule 4 and is included in at least one of Classes 2 to 6, 8 or 9 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; 

(d) is set out in column 1 of Schedule 5 in a concentration equal to or greater than the applicable concentration set out in column 2 of that Schedule; 

€ produces a leachate containing a constituent set out in column 2 of Schedule 6 in a concentration equal to or greater than the applicable concentration set out in column 3 of that Schedule, determined in accordance with Method 1311, Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure, July 1992, in Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste, Volume 1C: Laboratory Manual, Physical/Chemical Methods, Third Edition, SW-846, November 1986, published by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, which, for the purposes of this definition, shall be read without reference to section 7.1.3; 

(f) is set out in column 2 of Schedule 7, is pure or is the only active ingredient, and is unused; or 

(g) according to information that Canada has received from the United States or in accordance with the Convention, is considered or defined as hazardous under the legislation of the country receiving it and is prohibited by that country from being imported or conveyed in transit. 

Exclusion 

(2) The definition "hazardous recyclable material" in subsection (1) does not include anything that is 

(a) exported, imported or conveyed in transit in a quantity of less than 5 kg or 5 L per shipment or, in the case of mercury, in a quantity of less than 50 mL per shipment, other than anything that is included in Class 6.2 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; 

(b) collected from households in the course of regular municipal waste collection services; 

© part of the exporter's or importer's personal effects or household effects not resulting from commercial use; 

(d) exported to, imported from, or conveyed in transit through a country that is a party to OECD Decision C(2001)107/Final and that 

(i) is in a quantity of 25 kg or 25 L or less, 

(ii) is exported or imported for the purpose of conducting measurements, tests or research with respect to the recycling of that material, 

(iii) is accompanied by a shipping document, as defined in section 1.4 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, that includes the name and address of the exporter or importer and the words "test samples" or échantillons d'épreuve , and 

(iv) is not and does not contain an infectious substance as defined in section 1.4 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations; or 

€ exported to, imported from, or conveyed in transit through a country that is a party to OECD Decision C(2001)107/Final and that 

(i) is set out in Schedule 8, 

(ii) produces a leachate containing a constituent set out in column 2 of Schedule 6 in a concentration equal to or greater than the applicable concentration set out in column 3 of that Schedule, determined in accordance with Method 1311, Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure, July 1992, in Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste, Volume 1C: Laboratory Manual, Physical/Chemical Methods, Third Edition, SW-846, November 1986, published by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, which, for the purposes of this definition, shall be read without reference to section 7.1.3, and 

(iii) is intended to be recycled at an authorized facility in the country of import using one of the operations set out in Schedule 2.

You can also refer to one of the following links for Canada’s definitions of Hazardous waste and Hazardous wastes recyclables and their related schedules

http://www.basel.int/natdef/03e-canada.pdf 

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showdoc/cr/SOR-2005-149/sc:1//en

http://canadagazette.gc.ca/partII/2005/20050601/html/sor149-e.html

Furthermore, in Canada, each province and territory defines hazardous wastes within their jurisdiction and for the licensing or certification of authorized facilities.  These definitions include requirements for both disposal and recycling.  Information regarding definitions for each province and territory can be found at http://www.ec.gc.ca/wmd-dgd/default.asp?lang=En&n=7DA57C1E-1

Canada regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

The national definition of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material covers” wastes” other than those listed in Annexes I, II and VIII of the Basel Convention. Most notably compressed or liquefied gases and aerosols are controlled, used lubricating oils from internal combustion engines, used oil filters containing more than 6% of oil by mass, aluminum by-products and spent pot liners which exhibit a hazard, wastes that contain more than 2 mg/kg of PBB or PCT as well as polychlorinated dibenzo dioxins and furans in a concentration greater than 100 ng/kg TEQ.

Canada controls all of Annex I and Annex II wastes when they exhibit a hazard characteristic. Canada also controls wastes, even if not included in Annex I, as long as it exhibits a hazardous characteristic. For example: 

OECD Waste: All wastes listed and controlled under the OECD decisions are included in the Canadian regulatory regime of the EIHWHRMR. Some of these could serve as examples of wastes which would not always be covered by Annex I. In line with the revised OECD Council Decision C(2001)107/FINAL Concerning the Control of Transboundary Movements of Wastes Destined for Recovery Operations (hereafter refer to in this document as the OECD Decision C(2001)107/FINAL), the definition of ‘‘Hazardous recyclable material’’ in the Regulations excludes four streams of low risk recyclable materials (Schedule 8)

SCHEDULE 8 

(Subparagraph 2(2)€(i)) 

EXCLUDED MATERIALS 

 Item    Description

 1.
Slags, skimmings and dross containing precious metals, copper or zinc for further refining 

 2.
Platinum group metal (PGM) automobile catalysts 

 3.
Electronic scrap such as circuit boards, electronic components and wires that are suitable for base or precious metal recovery

 4.
Brass in the form of turnings, borings and choppings 

These four streams of recyclable materials are not controlled within the OECD. They are controlled, however, if they are contaminated by other material to an extent that it increases risks to the environment or prevents the recycling of the materials in an environmentally sound manner.

Waste having as constituents: Canada uses a leachate procedure to characterize H13 wastes. Concentrations of contaminants listed in the Canadian Drinking Water Quality Guidelines are assessed during the procedure. Some of these contaminants, for example, boron and barium, are not found on Annex I.  The more than 3000 listed wastes by Canadian regulations include a few hundred substances identified as being hazardous to the environment. A number of these substances, when wastes, do not have a corresponding Annex I or II entry.

Aluminum: Aluminum is not identified in Annex I however, when aluminum wastes exhibit a hazard characteristic according to domestic legislation, they are controlled.

Gases: Gases in the form of aerosols or compressed are controlled.

The Secretariat of the Basel Convention has made the information transmitted to it, pursuant to article 3 of the Basel Convention, available on the website of the Basel Convention (http://www.basel.int/natdef/frsetmain.php) or 

http://www.basel.int/natdef/03e-canada.pdf

Canada requires special consideration for the following waste(s) when subjected to transboundary movement: 

Because of their nature and high public profile, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) are a special case when it comes to the management, export, and import of hazardous wastes containing 50 mg/kg of PCBs or more. Canada’s policy is to ensure the management of PCB wastes within a strictly controlled regulatory system until they can be eliminated through removal from service, proper destruction and isolation from the environment.

The PCB Waste Export Regulations, 1996 (PCBWER) (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-15.31/SOR-97-109/text.html ) set out the controls which need to be met and restricts exports of PCB wastes to the United States for treatment and destruction (excluding landfilling) when these wastes are in concentrations equal to or greater than 50 parts per million (ppm).  The Regulations require that advance notice of proposed export shipments be given to Environment Canada.  If the PCB waste shipment complies with the Regulations for the protection of human health and the environment, and authorities in any countries or provinces through which the waste will transit do not object to the shipment, a permit could be issued from Environment Canada to the applicant authorizing the shipment to proceed.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has not been implemented in Canada. 

Although Canada has not ratified the Basel Ban (Decision III/I), Canada defines a hazardous waste or a hazardous recyclable material to include “waste” that is prohibited by a country for import and is considered hazardous under their domestic legislation in accordance with the Basel Convention. Exports to non-parties are not permitted unless subject to an Article 11 agreement (for example, the Canada U.S.A.-Agreement on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Waste of 1986, amended in 1992 to incorporate other wastes (hereafter refer to in this document as the Canada - USA Agreement); and the OECD Council Decision C(2001)107/FINAL))


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Canada restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

In Canada, the following legislation applies to restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes, hazardous recyclable material and other wastes for final disposal: Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999) (http://www.ec.gc.ca/RegistreLCPE/the_act/default.cfm). 

The following legislation applies to restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials only: Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, (EIHWHRMR); and PCB Waste Export Regulations, 1996 (PCBWER), came into force on February 4, 1997.

National Stakeholders consultations have been completed in the development of regulations on the transboundary movement of non-hazardous wastes for final disposal.

Exports are restricted to Basel Parties or to non-parties which are subject to an Article 11 agreement (for example, Canada - USA Agreement; OECD Decision C(2001)107/FINAL). In addition, Canada permits the export of Canadian PCB wastes only to the United States and only for the purpose of destruction.

Under the Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Materials Regulations (EIHWHRMR), Canada defines a hazardous waste or a hazardous recyclable material to include “waste” that is prohibited by a country for import and is considered hazardous under their domestic legislation in accordance with the Basel Convention. Exports to non-parties are not permitted unless subject to an Article 11 agreement (for example, Canada - USA Agreement; OECD Decision C(2001)107/FINAL). 

The EIHWHRMR place the following number of strict conditions on the export of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable materials:

•
Exports of hazardous wastes to countries that prohibits the imports or are not party to the Basel Convention or not covered under an Article 11 agreement with Canada are prohibited; 

•
Requirement for mandatory prior notification of, and consent from (i.e. prior informed consent, PIC), the importing country; 

•
Exports can only take place with a permit issued by Environment Canada; 

•
Mandatory use of a movement document as a tracking system to ensure that  hazardous wastes actually arrive at the intended authorized facilities; and are treated, disposed of or recycled as per the advance notice and permit; 

•
All disposal operations to be followed up with a certificate of disposal;

•
Require every exporter and carrier to obtain insurance to cover environmental  damages should an accident occur during the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes; and 

•
Requirements for shipments which cannot be completed as planned in the permit, to prevent them from becoming "orphans". 

If the Minister is of the opinion that the hazardous waste or hazardous recyclable material will not be managed in a manner that will protect the environment and human health against the adverse effects that may result from that waste or material, the Minister may refuse to issue a permit under subsection 185(2) of the CEPA 1999 taking into account different criteria set out in the EIHWHRMR.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Canada restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

In Canada, the following legislation applies to restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes, hazardous recyclable material and other wastes for final disposal: Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999). 

The following legislation applies to restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials only: Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, (EIHWHRMR); and PCB Waste Export Regulations, 1996 (PCBWER), came into force on February 4, 1997.

Exports are restricted to Basel Parties or to non-parties which are subject to an Article 11 agreement (for example, Canada - USA Agreement; OECD Council Decisions C(2001)107/FINAL).  In addition, Canada permits the export of Canadian PCB wastes only to the United States and only for the purpose of destruction.

The EIHWHRMR place a number of strict conditions on the export of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material such as:

•
Requirement for mandatory prior notification of, and consent from (i.e. prior informed consent, PIC) the importing country; 

•
Exports can only take place with a permit issued by Environment Canada;

•
Mandatory use of a movement document as a tracking system to ensure that hazardous waste actually arrives at the intended authorized facilities; and are stored, recovered or recycled as per the notice and permit;

•
All recycling operations to be followed up with a certificate of recycling; 

•
Require every exporter and carrier to obtain insurance to cover environmental and third party damages should an accident occur during the transboundary movement of hazardous waste; 

•
Requirements for shipments which cannot be completed as planned in the permit to prevent them from becoming "orphans"; 

•
Simplified procedures for the transboundary movement of certain specified hazardous waste destined for recovery/recycling facilities within the OECD area, based on OECD decisions; and

•
The exporting country must permit re-entry of any hazardous waste that may be returned by the importing country.

If the Minister is of the opinion that the hazardous waste or hazardous recyclable material will not be managed in a manner that will protect the environment and human health against the adverse effects that may result from that waste or material, the Minister may refuse to issue a permit under subsection 185(2) of the CEPA 1999 taking into account different criteria set out in the EIHWHRMR.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Canada restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. In Canada, the following legislation applies restrictions on the import of hazardous wastes, hazardous recyclable material and other wastes for final disposal: Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999). 

The following legislation applies restrictions on the import of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials only:

Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, (EIHWHRMR) – including import controls on PCB waste.

National Stakeholder consultations have been completed in the development of regulations on the transboundary movement of non-hazardous wastes for final disposal.

This restriction covers imports from any country.  It does not permit imports from non-parties, unless subject to an Article 11 agreement.

Canada meets its international obligations through the legislations listed in 3(d)(i) above.  

Although there are a number of conditions on the import of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material the following controls for imports apply:

•
The importer is the disposer of the hazardous waste in Canada; and 

•
The import of that hazardous waste is not prohibited under the laws of Canada. 

Although there are a number of conditions on the import of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material the following considerations for imports apply: 

•
There is a signed, written contract or a series of such contracts between the importer and the person who exports the hazardous waste from the country of export or, where the importer and the person who exports the hazardous waste are the same legal entity doing business in both Canada and the country of export, there is a signed, written arrangement between representatives of the entity in both countries; 

•
The importer and carrier are required to obtain insurance to cover environmental and third party damages should an accident occur during the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes; 

•
An import permit issued by Environment Canada is required;

•
All shipments must be tracked using a movement document; and

•
A certificate of disposal is required once the operations are completed.

The conditions of the Canada - USA Agreement also apply to imports for final disposal set out in question 3 c) above.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Canada restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

In Canada, the following legislation applies restrictions on the import of hazardous wastes, hazardous recyclable material and other wastes for final disposal: 

Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999). 

The following legislation applies restrictions on the import of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials only:

Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, (EIHWHRMR) – including import controls on PCB waste.

Canada’s restrictions on import for recovery does not permit imports from non-parties, unless subject to an Article 11 agreement.

Canada meets its international obligations through the legislation listed in 3(e)(i) above. The conditions listed above in 3(d)(iii) for imports for final disposal apply, and in addition to that: the importer is the recycler of the hazardous waste in Canada. The conditions of the Canada - USA Agreement also applies to imports for recovery set out under "Export for IV B".


	
	Restrictions on transit
Canada restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

In Canada, the following legislation applies to restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes, hazardous recyclable material and other wastes for final disposal: Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999).

The following legislation applies to restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials only:

•
Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, (EIHWHRMR); and

•
PCB Waste Export Regulations, 1996 (PCBWER), came into force on February 4, 1997.

National Stakeholder consultations have been completed in the development of regulations on the transboundary movement of non-hazardous wastes for final disposal.

Transits through Canada are only allowed following notification once a permit is issued by Environment Canada for the movement

Canada restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable material.

The following condition for transit apply:

For the purposes of Part 7, Division 8 of the CEPA 1999, where Canada is only a country of transit, subject to the EIHWHRMR a person may import and subsequently export a hazardous waste or hazardous recyclable material only if the import or export of that hazardous waste/recyclable material is not prohibited under the laws of Canada. 

The following considerations apply such as:

•
The carrier of the hazardous waste/recyclable material, if other than Her Majesty in right of Canada or a province or Her agent, is insured in accordance with section 37; 

•
Where the country of export and the country of import are not the same country, the competent authority in the country of export has provided to the Director, written confirmation that the competent authority in the country of import, and in each country of transit through which the hazardous waste is destined to pass before entering the country of import, consents, in accordance with the laws of the country of that authority with respect to giving that consent, to the proposed import into and, where applicable, export from that country;


•
Where the country of export and the country of import are the same country,  the generator or the carrier of the hazardous waste or hazardous recyclable material is required to notify and receive a permit before the transit movement can take place through Canada;

•
Receives written confirmation from the Director that the authority, body or person specified on the List of Hazardous Waste Authorities in respect of Canada has received the notice in respect of the proposed import of the hazardous waste; and 

•
The conditions of the Canada - USA Agreement also apply to transits.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
In Canada, both mandatory and voluntary plans and programs exist. They are set up by the federal and provincial governments and by municipalities. In general, provincial and municipal plans tend to be mandatory, whereas federal plans are voluntary. Some examples are as follows:

•
Section 188 of the CEPA 1999 gives the authority to the Minister of the Environment to require an exporter or class of exporters of hazardous waste or non-hazardous waste for final disposal to submit and implement a plan "for the purpose of reducing or phasing out" those exports. Once such a requirement is imposed, the Minister may refuse to issue an export permit if the plan is not submitted or implemented.

•
Section 191(g) authorizes the Government to develop regulations respecting these plans referred to subsection 188(1), "taking into account: i) the benefit of using the nearest appropriate facility, and ii) changes in the quantity of goods the production of which generates hazardous waste to be disposed of by an exporter or class of exporters."

•
The Toxic Substances Management Policy puts forwards a precautionary and preventive approach to deal with substances that enter the environment and could harm the environment and/or human health. It provides a framework for making science-based decisions on the effective management of toxic substances by a two track approach. The first track is the "virtual elimination from the environment of toxics substances that result predominantly from human activity and that are persistent and bioaccumulative" and the second track encourages "management of other toxic substances and substances of concern, throughout their entire life cycles, to prevent or minimize their release into the environment".

The National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) collects and makes publicly available information from industrial facilities on their releases, disposals and recycling of over 300 pollutants.  Reporting is mandatory, under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act 1999, for those facilities that meet the reporting requirements identified in the annual NPRI Notice in the Canada Gazette.  The NPRI includes reporting on amounts of NPRI substances contained in waste that is transferred off-site, as well as the destination of the transfer.  Information about the NPRI can be found at; http://www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/npri/npri_home_e.cfm.

Pollution Prevention 

The Canadian Government believes that pollution prevention is the most effective means of protecting the environment and minimising costly waste. Pollution prevention is defined in CEPA 1999 as "the use of processes, practices, materials, products, substances or energy that avoid or minimize the creation of pollutants and waste and reduce the overall risk to the environment or human health." Pollution prevention planning is a systematic, comprehensive method of identifying and implementing pollution prevention options to minimize or avoid the creation of pollutants or waste. For example, Environment Canada will require pollution prevention plans from vehicle manufacturers and steel mills for mercury releases from mercury switches in end-of-life vehicles processed by steel mills. Program details can be found on the following website: http://www.ec.gc.ca/cppic/en/index.cfm 

Enhanced Recycling Program 

The Enhanced Recycling Program was designed to stimulate recycling activities across Canada by seeking like-minded partners to participate in projects that take current recycling activities to higher levels.  It refines the data on the extent and potential for recycling across many sectors of the economy, brings together the various diverse players (municipalities, provinces, recycling organisations and companies, consumer associations), addresses such issues as standards for recycled materials and life cycle analyses to quantify costs and benefits, and organizes seminars and workshops to transfer information and technology. The Program has been critical in raising awareness of the efficiencies realized from reducing material and energy wastes throughout the product life cycle and of issues that are currently limiting sustainable recovery efforts.  Through strong partnerships, the program has developed projects that strive for higher recovery rates, and the associated GHG emission reductions, across targeted product streams and sectors. Over 35 projects were carried out across Canada. 

Work related to the enhanced recycling program is continuing in three key sub sectors in order to increase the regional uptake of recycling initiatives: 

•
Recovery of scrap metal from municipal, northern and remote sources

•
As part of a broader construction, renovation and demolition initiative, end-of-life roofing materials have been targeted due to the large tonnage currently going to landfill. 

•
The use of procurement mechanisms to recover end-of-life government electronic equipment. 

Program details can be found on the Natural Resources Enhanced Recycling Website: http://www.recycle.nrcan.gc.ca/enhanced_e.htm

Metals and Minerals Policy 

The Minerals and Metals Policy of the Government of Canada outlines a number of policy options for the sustainable development of Canada’s mineral and metal resources.  The policy was developed in the mid 1990's and approved in 1996 to address the economic, social and environmental challenges and opportunities for this important sector of the Canadian economy and is the product of intense consultations.  With respect to materials management, the Policy recognises the use of risk assessment and risk management together with life cycle management.  The Policy contains the Safe Use Principle for minerals and metals, which is designed to address human health and environmental issues through a life-cycle thinking approach that incorporates both risk-assessment and risk- management principles.  The Safe Use Principle recognises that inorganic materials such as minerals and metals and their products can be produced, used, re-used, recycled and returned to the environment in a manner that is consistent with sustainable development.  Canada’s response to the risks associated with the sources and uses of mercury is an example of the application of this Principle.

English: http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/mms/policy/mmp-e.pdf

French: http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/mms/policy/mmp-f.pdf

Environmentally Sound Management of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE)

Canada is moving toward an EEE product life cycle approach to ensuring reduced toxic content through product design for environment, maximizing environmentally sound reuse and recycling, and ensuring risks posed to human health and the environment are effectively managed.  "Front-end" work is focusing on reducing toxic substance content, encouraging environmentally-conscious product design, and enhancing green procurement, while "back-end work" is focusing on enhancing waste diversion and domestic infrastructure capacity to support reuse and recycling, identifying risks of end-of-life products, ensuring effective risk management measures are in place, and ensuring compliance with existing domestic and international obligations.  Provinces have also been instrumental in mandating Extended Producer Responsibility programs for selected electronic equipments.

	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
A variety of economic instruments are used in Canada to promote waste reduction.  Some examples include:

Tipping fees are levied on waste disposal at landfill sites, incinerators and waste processing facilities by both municipalities and private sector facility operators. These fees are subject to provincial and federal value added tax (Goods and Services Tax, Provincial Sales Tax, Harmonized Sales Tax).  One province in particular has introduced a regulation requiring $10 CDN for each ton of residuals going for disposal.  The collected money is used to finance waste management activities.  

Many municipalities use a partial or full user-pay system for residential solid waste management above a basic collection service of one or two bags per week with additional charges for every extra container.

Deposit return systems are also widely used for beverage containers and have proven to be very efficient ways to divert material from landfills. Many Canadian provinces are using this system. Please refer to the following link for information on the Ontario deposit return program http://www.bagitback.ca/bagitback/en/index.shtml

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) programs are commonly funded by advance disposal fees commonly applied at the point of purchase.  These monies are managed by not for profit industry producer responsibility programs to pay for the recovery, recycling and environmentally sound management of the designated wastes.  In some cases, these fees are not visible to the consumer but are applied at some other point in the supply chain.  EPR programs operating at both a national and provincial level exist for pesticide containers, tires, paint, crankcase oil, packaging, refrigerants, and electronics.  http://www.ec.gc.ca/epr/.

As an example, Stewardship Ontario was formed in response to the Province of Ontario's Waste Diversion Act that requires all companies that introduce packaging and printed paper into Ontario’s consumer marketplace ("Stewards") to share in paying 50% of the funding of Ontario's municipal Blue Box waste (recyclable materials) diversion programs. Stewardship Ontario was established to manage the funds collected from Stewards.  http://www.stewardshipontario.ca/

Municipal solid waste and hazardous waste minimization projects are eligible for funding under various programs. Some examples include:

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities Green Municipal Fund (GMF). The GMF was established by the Government of Canada to stimulate municipal investment in innovative environmental infrastructure projects and practices by offering grants for feasibility studies and low-interest loans to: improve air, water and soil quality; protect the climate; remediate brownfields; and promote the use of renewable resources. Additional information is available on the FCM website at www.fcm.ca.

The EcoAction Community Funding Program, a federal government initiative led by Environment Canada, provides financial support to community groups for projects that have measurable, positive impacts on the environment. Funding support can be requested for projects that have an action focus, a community capacity building focus, or a combination of both objectives.  http://www.ec.gc.ca/ecoaction

Technology Partnerships Canada 

Technology Partnerships Canada is a special operating agency of Industry Canada with a mandate to provide funding support for strategic research and development, and demonstration projects that will produce economic, social and environmental benefits to Canadians. http://tpc-ptc.ic.gc.ca/

Sustainable Development Technology 

Established by the Government of Canada in 2001, the sustainable development technology is a Foundation whose mandate is to foster the rapid development and demonstration of innovative sustainable development technologies that address greenhouse gas emissions and that protect the quality of Canada’s air, water and soil. Waste management is included as one of the program’s sectors for funding. More information can be found on the SDTC website at www.sdtc.ca.

The Cities and Communities Agenda includes a targeted redistribution of a portion of the federal tax, known as the Gas Tax, to support sustainable infrastructure including waste management initiatives in cities and communities. http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Economic and consumer pressures have influenced industry and the non-for-profit sector to advocate waste reduction on a voluntary basis. Some of the initiatives include:

Environmental Choice Program (ECP)

The ECP is Environment Canada’s eco-labelling program, which may be of assistance to companies in validating and marketing their products.  The Program determines and promotes higher standards of environmental performance against which products and services can be assessed.  Once a product or service is certified by the ECP, the company is entitled to incorporate Environment Canada’s official mark of environmental leadership, the EcoLogo, in their advertising and promotional efforts.  This label helps to assist purchasing offices and consumers in making informed, environmentally conscious choices when selecting products and services. The program meets the requirements of  ISO 14024 Type 1 eco-labels

http://www.environmentalchoice.com/

Corporations Sharing Responsibility (CSR) 

This is a national organization representing the stewardship interests of their Canada-wide members.  CSR monitors extended producer responsibility (EPR) policies that are currently in place, and the developments in emerging policies that will face companies operating in the Canadian marketplace in the future.  http://www.csr.org/

The Composting Council of Canada (CCC) 

It’s a national non-profit, member-driven organization with a charter to advocate and advance composting and compost usage. It serves as the central resource and network for the composting industry in Canada and, through its members, contributes to the environmental sustainability of the communities in which they operate.  http://www.compost.org/

The Environment and Plastics Industry Council (EPIC) 

This is an industry initiative dedicated to sustainable plastics recycling and to minimizing plastic waste sent to landfill.  EPIC facilitates the development of sustainable programs to effectively manage plastics waste and acts as a resource to individuals, groups, companies and the educational community.  EPIC is a council of the Canadian Plastics Industry Association (CPIA).  http://www.plastics.ca/epic/

The Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC) 

The Corporation is dedicated to recycling small rechargeable batteries found in portable electronic products such as cellule and cordless phone, power tools, laptop computers, camcorders, two-way radios and remote control toys. http://www.rbrc.org/

Industrial Research Assistance Program (IRAP) 

The National Research Council’s IRAP is a federally sponsored innovation assistance program for small- and medium-sized Canadian enterprises (SMEs).  Through a network of Industrial Technology Advisors, IRAP provides Canadian SMEs with technological and business advice, as well as a range of other innovation support, including financial assistance. Additional information is available on the IRAP website: http://irap-pari.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/

Enviroclub Program

The program developed by Environment Canada and Canada Economic Development helps small- and medium-sized companies (SMEs) improve profitability and competitiveness through environmental performance. The general program objective is to make SMEs aware of pollution prevention and environmental management in order to improve their profitability and competitiveness. Program details can be found on the following website: http://www.enviroclub.ca/en/stories/index.php

Responsible Care 

Launched in 1985 by the Canadian Chemical Producers’ Association (CCPA), Responsible Care is a unique “ethic” for the safe and environmentally sound management of chemicals.  It is guided towards environmental, societal, and economic sustainability and represents a global commitment to the responsible management of chemicals through their entire life cycle and to social responsibility.

http://www.ccpa.ca/ResponsibleCare/


	
	Others

In Canada, waste minimization is promoted by various organizations such as: 

The Waste As a Resource Guide was developed by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities with support from Environment Canada. The Guide is designed to help municipalities implement sustainable municipal solid waste management practices and its use is being promoted through a series of workshops held across the country. http://www.sustainablecommunities.ca.

Provinces and Territories 

They mandate a certain level of diversion for municipal governments through legislation.

Municipalities provide information on waste reduction and recycling programs in their local community including household hazardous waste management.

Waste Diversion Ontario (WDO) is a provincial initiative that was created in 2002 under the Province of Ontario's Waste Diversion Act (WDA). WDO is a non-crown corporation that was established to develop, implement and operate waste diversion programs for a wide range of materials. Blue Box Waste (household recyclables), used tires, used oil material and waste electronic and electrical equipment (e-waste) have been designated under the WDA by the Ontario Minister of the Environment. Possible future designated materials include household special (hazardous) waste, organic materials, pharmaceuticals and fluorescent tubes. WDO has been authorized by the Act to work co-operatively with those industries that produce and distribute products that result in designated materials to establish diversion programs. http://www.wdo.ca/ 

Waste Reduction Week (WRW) in Canada is a national program that focuses on the 3Es of the 3Rs - Education, Engagement, and Empowerment.  WRW brings together many partners including organizations, municipalities, businesses, schools, and individuals.  The program's educational resources and "take action" messaging empowers Canadians to adopt more environmentally conscious choices, and in turn, reduce waste.  http://www.wrwcanada.com

Not-for-Profit Organizations such as recycling councils promote and facilitate waste reduction, recycling, and resource conservation in their provinces and territories. http://www.wrwcanada.com/links.htm

The government of Alberta recently published the report Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) options, which presents how integrating organics management and residual treatment/disposal will assist municipalities in moving their integrated waste management system to the next level in order to further conserve resources, reduce environmental impacts, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, produce energy, lessen dependence on landfills and improve social acceptability. http://www.recycle.ab.ca/Download/MSW_Options_Report.pdf


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
Canada recognizes the environmental and economic advantages of minimizing distances that hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material must travel.  In order to lessen threats to the environment or public safety during transportation and to manage transboundary shipments effectively, in 1986 Canada and the USA entered into the comprehensive agreement: Canada-U.S.A. Agreement on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes.  This agreement, consistent with Article 11 of the Basel Convention, sets out the specific administrative conditions for the export, import, and transportation of hazardous waste between the two countries.

Trade in wastes destined for recovery carried out in an environmentally sound manner is significant in Canada. Hazardous wastes recovery is a thriving industry within Canada, and helps to reduce demand on primary resources.

The EIHWHRMR implement powers under the CEPA 1999 which authorizes the Minister of the Environment to:

o
Request the exporter to have plans for reducing exports of hazardous wastes destined for disposal operations; and

o
Refuse to issue an import or export permit if hazardous wastes will not be managed in an environmentally sound manner.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
Under CEPA 1999, authority is also given to the Minister to request exporters to have plans for reducing or phasing out the quantity of hazardous waste and prescribed non-hazardous waste that is exported for final disposal. Plans would take into account the identification of the benefit of using the nearest appropriate disposal facility and changes to the quantities of hazardous waste that may result from changes in production levels. The CEPA 1999 also includes requirements to report at regular intervals on the progress of implementing the plan. Subsequent export permits may be refused if these requirements are not met.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	In Canada, disposal/recycling facilities are monitored/regulated by provinces and territories. For further information, the Competent Authority could be contacted or links to the provinces and territories web-sites can be found at http://www.ec.gc.ca/wmd-dgd/default.asp?lang=En&n=7DA57C1E-1.


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· Bilateral; Canada and the United States of America; 08.11.1986 -; The Canada U.S.A.-Agreement on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes of 1986, amended in 1992 to incorporate other wastes is renewed automatically for periods of five years, unless either Party gives written notice of termination (3 months) prior to expiration of the Agreement or the Agreement can be terminated, at any time, upon providing one year written notice.  The Agreement was amended in 1992 to incorporate “other wastes” which are defined to include Municipal Solid Waste that is sent for final disposal or for incineration with energy recovery and residues arising from the incineration of such waste.  This Agreement sets out the specific administrative conditions for the export, import, and transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes between the two countries. http://www.ec.gc.ca/wmd-dgd/default.asp?lang=en&n=4B6FAFC1-1

· Multilateral; OECD Member Countries; 21.05.2002 -; OECD Council Decision C(2001)107/Final concerning the control of transboundary movements of wastes destined for recovery operations (active). It supersedes Decision C(92)39/Final to more effectively harmonize with the Basel Convention. http://appli1.oecd.org/olis/2001doc.nsf/linkto/c(2001)107-final


	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	· Director, Waste Reduction and Management Division, Public & Resources Sectors, Environment Canada, 70 Crémazie St., 6th floor, Gatineau, Québec, CANADA, K1A 0H3, Tel: (1-819) 997-3377, Fax: (1-819) 997-3068, Email: TMB@ec.gc.ca

Further information could be obtained from:

http://www.ec.gc.ca/wmd-dgd/default.asp?lang=En&n=FDC36D83-1


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	Not reported

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	Not reported

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	Not reported

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	477,507

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	Not reported

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	460,358

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	Not reported


