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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	20.12.1994

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	-

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point



	Ministry of Economic Development

P.O. Box 1473, Wellington

New Zealand

Tel.: (64-4) 472-0030

Fax: (64-4) 499-0969

E-mail.: robyn.washbourne@med.govt.nz

Website: www.med.govt.nz
	Ministry for the Environment

P.O. Box 10362, Wellington

New Zealand

Tel.: (64-4) 439-7526
Fax: (64-4) 439-7702
E-mail.: jeff.page@mfe.govt.nz

Website: www.mfe.govt.nz


	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in New Zealand. 

The definition of waste is specified in the Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004 available at www.legislation.govt.nz.

"waste" means any substance or object that is -

(a) intended to be disposed of by any of the methods specified in Part 4 of Schedule 3; or

(b) required, by any law of New Zealand, to be disposed of by any of the methods specified in Part 4 of Schedule 3.

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in New Zealand. 

The definition of hazardous waste is specified in the Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004 available at www.legislation.govt.nz.

"hazardous waste" means any waste that -

(a)either -

(i) falls into 1 of the categories of waste specified in Part 1 of Schedule 3; or  

(ii) has as a constituent any substance specified in Part 2 of Schedule 3; and  

(b) has any of the hazardous characteristics specified in Part 3 of Schedule 3 .

There are no wastes defined as, or considered to be hazardous wastes by national legislation in accordance with Art. 1, para 1(b) of the Basel Convention.

New Zealand requires special consideration for the following waste(s) when subjected to transboundary movement: 

Imports and exports of household waste are controlled under the Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004 available at www.legislation.govt.nz.

"household waste" means any waste collected from house-holds; and includes any residue from the incineration of that waste.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has not been implemented in New Zealand. 



	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

New Zealand restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004

As per Basel Convention/OECD requirements.

The Waigani Convention came into force on 21 October 2001 and New Zealand is prohibited from exporting hazardous wastes to Parties to the Waigani Convention.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

New Zealand restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004

As per Basel Convention/OECD requirements.

The Waigani Convention came into force on 21 October 2001 and New Zealand is prohibited from exporting hazardous wastes to Parties to the Waigani Convention.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

New Zealand restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004.

As per Basel Convention/OECD requirements.

The Waigani Convention came into force on 21 October 2001, which allows New Zealand to consent to imports of hazardous wastes from Parties to the Waigani Convention.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

New Zealand restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004.

As per Basel Convention/OECD requirements.

The Waigani Convention came into force on 21 October 2001, which allows New Zealand to consent to imports of hazardous wastes from Parties to the Waigani Convention.


	
	Restrictions on transit
New Zealand restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004.

As per Basel Convention/OECD requirements.

Transit consents required.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
The New Zealand Waste Strategy 2002 has been developed to look for ways to minimise New Zealand’s waste and improve its management.  The Strategy includes four main work programmes:

Institutions and legislation - ensuring we have a sound legal framework for waste minimisation and management, with clear roles for central, regional and local government; ensuring good planning, and compliance with international conventions. 

Waste reduction and materials efficiency - developing tools and techniques to reduce waste and maximise re-use, recycling and recovery; removing obstacles to the use of recovered materials, and developing economic incentives to change wasteful behaviour.

Information and communication - collecting the right information on waste minimisation and management; enhancing community understanding of waste issues, and encouraging individual efforts to reduce waste. 

Standards and guidelines - setting consistently high environmental performance standards for waste treatment and disposal, transport and storage; having all waste facilities account for the full cost of their operation and charge accordingly.

The strategy sets national targets for dealing with various waste streams. Some key targets relate to: 

•
Re-using and recycling high-volume wastes (eg, organic wastes, sewage sludge, and construction and demolition wastes);

•
Minimising and managing hazardous wastes (eg, organochlorines, contaminated sites, and hazardous components in business waste); 

•
Upgrading waste disposal facilities (eg, closing or upgrading substandard landfills and wastewater treatment plants); and 

•
Charging waste generators the true environmental cost of treatment and disposal (eg, charging full cost at landfills).

The Strategy set three goals for managing and minimising hazardous waste. These are:

•
By December 2005, an integrated and comprehensive national hazardous waste management policy will be in place that covers reduction, transport, treatment and disposal of hazardous wastes to effectively manage risks to people and the environment.

•
By December 2004, hazardous wastes will be appropriately treated before disposal at licensed facilities, and current recovery and recycling rates will be established for a list of priority hazardous wastes.

•
Recovery and recycling rates for priority hazardous waste will increase 20 percent by December 2012.

A review of the policy framework that covers reductions, transport, treatment and disposal of hazardous waste to effectively manage the risks to people and the environment was completed. This policy framework (Policy Framework to Reduce and Safely Manage Hazardous Wastes in New Zealand) was finalized in December 2005 and outlines the elements that are in place to reduce and improve the management of these wastes. The policy framework outlines legislation, regulation, policy and voluntary tools which are in action to improve the management of hazardous waste. New Zealand has adopted a decentralised approach to hazardous waste management resulting in many agencies having a role in the management. It also outlines the roles and responsibilities of these agencies. A review of the policy framework was completed in June 2006 to reflect recent developments in hazardous waste policy and changes suggested by the Ministry’s Hazardous Waste Advisory Group.

As a result of the review two gaps were identified in the management of hazardous waste. These gaps were national tracking of hazardous waste and the regulation on the storage, treatment and disposal of hazardous waste. Work programmes were initiated to fill these gaps. 

In 2004 the Ministry for the Environment began work to develop a tracking system for New Zealand. Following a successful trial of a tracking system for hazardous waste in 2005, the Ministry purchased a licence to operate this tracking system. This will improve data on the amount of hazardous waste generated. During 2006 the tracking system was rolled out across a number of territorial authorities. 

In 2005 a new regulatory mechanism to control the storage, transport and disposal of hazardous waste was introduced, under the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act. This allows hazardous waste regulations to be developed under the Act. Initial work on these regulations was completed in 2006.

In order to meet its Stockholm Convention requirements the Ministry has undertaken a programme to remove historical Persistent Organic Pollutants which are largely in the form of agricultural chemicals. The aim of the programme is to address the historical legacy of unnecessary, and in some cases unsafe, storage of unwanted or old agrichemicals on rural properties.Since 2003 more than 225 tonnes of agrichemicals have been collected and removed from New Zealand’s rural areas. Approximately 80% of these agrichemicals have been intractable, requiring high temperature incineration as disposal. The remainder of this material has been treated and disposed of in New Zealand. Funding is committed to remove the remainder of the identified agrichemicals by 2009.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

Resource Management Act 1991; 

Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996; 

Local Government Act 1974 and 2002;

The New Zealand Waste Strategy 2002; 

Guidelines for the Management of Hazardous Waste 2002 & 2004; and

Landfill Full Cost Accounting Guide for New Zealand.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Guidelines (Landfill Full Cost Accounting Guide) and encouragement for appropriate disposal pricing initiatives at disposal facilities.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Sector based cleaner production initiatives


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
The New Zealand Waste Strategy has been developed to look for ways to minimise New Zealand’s waste and improve its management.  The Strategy includes four main work programmes:

Institutions and legislation - ensuring we have a sound legal framework for waste minimisation and management, with clear roles for central, regional and local government; ensuring good planning, and compliance with international conventions. 

Waste reduction and materials efficiency - developing tools and techniques to reduce waste and maximise re-use, recycling and recovery; removing obstacles to the use of recovered materials, and developing economic incentives to change wasteful behaviour.

Information and communication - collecting the right information on waste minimisation and management; enhancing community understanding of waste issues, and encouraging individual efforts to reduce waste. 

Standards and guidelines - setting consistently high environmental performance standards for waste treatment and disposal, transport and storage; having all waste facilities account for the full cost of their operation and charge accordingly.

The strategy sets national targets for dealing with various waste streams. Some key targets relate to: 

•
Re-using and recycling high-volume wastes (e.g., organic wastes, sewage sludge, and construction and demolition wastes);

•
Minimising and managing hazardous wastes (e.g., organochlorines, contaminated sites, and hazardous components in business waste); 

•
Upgrading waste disposal facilities (e.g., closing or upgrading substandard landfills and wastewater treatment plants); and 

•
Charging waste generators the full environmental cost of treatment and disposal (e.g., charging full cost at landfills).

A review of the policy framework that covers reductions, transport, treatment and disposal of hazardous waste to effectively manage the risks to people and the environment was completed. This policy framework (Policy Framework to Reduce and Safely Manage Hazardous Wastes in New Zealand) was finalized in December 2005 and outlines the elements that are in place to reduce and improve the management of these wastes. The policy framework outlines legislation, regulation, policy and voluntary tools which are in action to improve the management of hazardous waste. New Zealand has adopted a decentralised approach to hazardous waste management resulting in many agencies having a role in the management. It also outlines the roles and responsibilities of these agencies.

Following the successful trial of a tracking system for hazardous waste in 2005 a rollout to territorial authorities began in 2006. This will improve data on the amount of hazardous waste generated.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
Guidelines for the management of hazardous waste. These are in two modules. Module One focuses on identification and record keeping for hazardous wastes. Module Two focuses on landfill waste acceptance criteria and landfill classification.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Full cost accounting guidelines for landfills. This ensures that the true cost of landfill is recognised in the disposal charge.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Industry led cleaner production programmes.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities

· Chemwaste Industries Ltd; Hazardous waste treatment and disposal; 

· Transpacific Industries Ltd; Hazardous waste treatment and disposal; 

· BJ Dakin & Company Ltd; Hazardous waste treatment and disposal; 

· Tredi New Zealand Ltd; Hazardous waste treatment and disposal; 

· Interwaste; Hazardous waste treatment and disposal; 

Transpacific Industries are a large Australasian waste management company who entered the New Zealand market in 2005. They have purchased a number of existing hazardous waste businesses and there are indications that they will be offering increased hazardous waste management treatment, and disposal facilities.

Further information could be obtained from:

Waste Management Institute of New Zealand (WasteMINZ) www.wasteminz.org.nz

New Zealand Water and Wastes Association (NZWWA) www.nzwwa.org.nz


	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities

· Exide Technologies; Lead acid battery manufacturer and recycler; 

· Tredi New Zealand Ltd; Hazardous waste recycling; 

· Medi-Chem; Hazardous waste recycling; 

· Interwaste; Hazardous waste recycling; 

Transpacific Industries are a large Australasian waste management company who entered the New Zealand market in 2005. They have purchased a number of existing hazardous waste businesses and there are indications that they will be offering increased hazardous waste management treatment, and disposal facilities.

Further information could be obtained from:

Waste Management Institute of New Zealand (WasteMINZ) www.wasteminz.org.nz


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· Multilateral; OECD Member Countries; 30.03.1992 -; OECD Decision C(92)39/FINAL on the Control of Transfrontier Movements of Wastes Destined for Recovery Operations (30 March 1992)

· Regional; Forum Island Countries; 21.10.2001 -; Convention to Ban the Importation into Forum Island Countries of Hazardous and Radioactive Wastes and to Control the Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within the South Pacific Region (Waigani Convention)


	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	Information could be obtained from:

Waste Management Institute of New Zealand (WasteMINZ) www.wasteminz.org.nz


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	Not reported

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	Not reported

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	No data

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	6,068

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	0

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	15,936

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	0


