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Note to the Press

Launch of a PCB Inventory and Management Decision Supportive Tool (DST)

Geneva, 26 May 2005—The Secretariat of the Basel Convention released a toolkit today to support decision making in the inventorying and management of PCBs and PCB containing equipment
. The toolkit -PCB Inventory and Management Decision Supportive Tool (DST)-  is the product of experience gathered from PCB related country projects in Côte d’Ivoire (1997 and 2000-2001), The Gambia (2002) and Thailand (2003) and other PCB related activities carried out in the context of implementation of the Basel Convention. 

The toolkit will assist government officers and field managers in carrying out inventories of PCBs and PCB containing equipment in an efficient and organized fashion. It includes a risk assessment dimension and provides concrete recommendations and instructions for the management of equipment in use or to be discarded. In addition, the toolkit will greatly contribute to the efforts of relevant national or provincial authorities in the collection, processing and organization of PCB related data. The toolkit will also support medium and long-term planning, as related to the preparation of PCB disposal plans or to transboundary movements of PCB waste for example. 

The toolkit has been developed in Access language for ease of use by Parties to the Basel Convention as well as Parties to the Stockholm Convention in the context of the implementation of their National Implementation Plans. Further to the numerous requests received from governments for such a toolkit, the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, in consultation with the Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention and UNEP-Chemicals, will be distributing English, French and Spanish versions of the software to any requesting Party, free of charge. This first version of the toolkit shall be updated after having been tested by parties to the Basel Convention and Stockholm Convention.

The Basel Convention is the world’s most comprehensive environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate management of hazardous and other wastes. The Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. it covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes that are being moved from one country to another. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

To receive the database on a CD ROM, please contact the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, Vincent Jugault, Programme Officer, tel: +41 22 917 82 23, Vincent.Jugault@unep.ch or Andreas Arlt, Associate Programme Officer, tel. +41 22 917 83 64, Andreas.Arlt@unep.ch 

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Dawe, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int or Michael Williams, United Nations Environment Programme, at +41 22 917 82 42 or +41 79 40 91 528 (cell) or Michael.Williams@unep.ch

� PCBs—or polychlorinated biphenyls—are chemical compounds used in industry as heat exchange fluids, in electric transformers and capacitors, and as additives in paint, carbonless copy paper, sealants and plastics for example. They can pose risks to the nervous system, reproductive system, immune system and to the liver. PCBs fall under the scope of the Basel and Stockholm Convention and are supposed to be phased out by 2025.
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