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Press Note

Press Note from the Basel Convention Secretariat 

on the Ship Clemenceau

Geneva, Switzerland –  14.02.06 

The international legal status of obsolete ships such as the Clemenceau is currently a matter of spirited debate. The issue is whether a ship on its final voyage to the scrapping yards should be regulated by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), or whether it should be covered by the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. The Secretariat of the Basel Convention does not have a mandate to render its own legal judgement on this question. Until Governments reach a final conclusion on this question, individual States will need to be guided by their own national laws. 

The Basel Convention requires exporters of hazardous wastes to obtain the prior informed consent of both transit countries and countries of final destination. France and India are both Parties to the Convention and have therefore adopted national legislation for implementing this and other Convention requirements.

“With thousands of ships expected to become obsolete over the coming few years, it is vital for the international community to finalize its work on an international legal regime for ship scrapping,” said Ms. Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention, whose Secretariat is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme.

“For the sake of the environment, ship-scrapping workers and the global shipping industry, the systems established by the Basel Convention, the International Labour Organization and the IMO need to be integrated and made fully compatible as soon as possible. Whatever agreement is reached, asbestos and other wastes contained on board ships should always be disposed of in an environmentally sound manner” she said. 

The Basel Convention promotes the environmentally sound disposal of wastes through a three-pronged strategy of minimizing the generation of wastes, treating wastes as near as possible to where they were generated, and minimizing international movements of hazardous wastes.
Discussions on this issue of obsolete ships are ongoing within several forums, and it will be on the agenda of the next Basel Convention meeting, which takes place in Geneva from 3-7 April 2006.   

The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal is the most comprehensive global environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the generation, management, transboundary movements and disposal of hazardous and other wastes.

The Basel Convention regulates the transboundary movements of hazardous and other wastes and obliges its Parties to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. The Convention covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic and infectious wastes. Parties are also expected to minimize the quantities that are moved across borders, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to prevent or minimize the generation of wastes at source. It entered into force in 1992.

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Dawe, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, on +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch or Michael Williams, UNEP Information Unit for Conventions on 41-79-409-1528 (cell) or Michael.Williams@unep.ch URL: www.basel.int
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