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Note to the Press  
The European Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL) and the Basel Convention
 Join Forces

Geneva 06/02/08— The Basel Convention and IMPEL signed a Memorandum of Understanding with a view to strengthening cooperation between the two bodies. 

Expertise will be shared to curb illegal traffic of hazardous and other wastes subject to the Basel Convention. Concrete activities will focus on inspections, monitoring, reporting and enforcement of the provisions of the Basel Convention. There will also be training activities for Parties to the Basel Convention that are developing countries and countries with economies in transition on legislation, regulation and best practices. 


“Enforcement remains a serious issue in the implementation of the Basel Convention” said Katharina Kummer Peiry, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention. “This is why cooperation with IMPEL and benefiting from IMPEL’s expertise in the enforcement area will be of tremendous support to the Basel Convention, especially as far as new problematic waste streams such as electronic wastes are concerned”.

Mr. Gerard Wolters, Chair of IMPEL’s provisional board, indicated that both organizations needed each other for the effective implementation of environmental legislation in the area of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and their environmentally sound management, high priority topics for IMPEL. He stated that in terms of enforcement, waste management is the most challenging of all environmental issues.

Discussions have started on the formulation of a work programme for cooperation using Basel Convention projects with an enforcement component as a basis. The first area of further cooperation will probably be related to monitoring shipments of electrical and electronic waste from Europe to developing countries and to the environmentally sound management of such waste. 
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Note to the Editors:

The European Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law was set up in 1992 and is referred to in the 6th EU Environment Action Programme, the Recommendation 2001/331 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 April 2001 providing for minimum criteria for environmental inspections in the Member States. IMPELs’ purpose is to ensure a more effective implementation and enforcement of environmental legislation in the European Community and offering practical advice on implementation and enforcement of EC environmental legislation. One of the Clusters of IMPEL focuses on enforcement and compliance of transboundary shipments of waste (TFS-cluster).

The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal is the most comprehensive global environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has 170 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the generation, management, transboundary movements and disposal of hazardous and other wastes.  

For additional information, please contact Nicole Dawe, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int  or Nancy Isarin, IMPEL-TFS Secretariat, at +351 289 701 354, or Nancy.Isarin@ambiendura.com, or visit http://ec.europa.eu/environment/impel/
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