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PRESS RELEASE

Indonesia to host world conference 
on waste management 
under the auspices of the Basel Convention

Jakarta/Geneva, 19/20 May 2008 – The member-Governments of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal will meet at the Bali International Conference Centre, Bali, Indonesia, from 23 to 27 June 2008 for the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, hosted by the Government of Indonesia. 


The Basel Convention is the most comprehensive global environmental treaty dealing with hazardous and other wastes. It has 170 members (Parties) and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the generation, management, transboundary movements and disposal of hazardous and other wastes. 

“Since Indonesia is vulnerable to illegal traficking of hazardous wastes, the Basel Convention is an important instrument for Indonesia to protect our health and the environment from contamination of hazardous wastes”, says HE Rachmat Witoelar, State Minister for the Environment of the Republic of Indonesia. “I am therefore delighted Indonesia is hosting the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention”.

The Conference of the Parties is the supreme decision-making organ of the Basel Convention. It meets every other year to discuss programmatic and budgetary issues for the next biennium. A specific theme is also discussed at every meeting. This year, the theme is “Waste Management for Human Health and Livelihood”. 

A special high-level forum is to be organized on 26 June, in the presence of eminent speakers from Government, industry and civil society, to discuss concrete ways in which environmentally sound management of wastes helps protect human health and reduce poverty in line with the Millennium Development Goals.

A Bali Declaration on “Waste Management for Human Health and Livelihood” will be considered for adoption, whose aim is to ensure that health and waste management shall be at the centre of global development strategies, reducing poverty and protecting vulnerable groups.

“As we are all too often reminded, hazardous wastes continue to pose serious risks for human health and the environment,” said Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention, Ms. Katharina Kummer Peiry. “It is especially important that this meeting reaffirms the undeniable interdependence between environmentally sound waste management and the achievement of sustainable development, especially for those who need it the most” she adds.
The Bali meeting will also consider adopting new sets of technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life mobile phones. The Basel Convention Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative, which was launched in 2002, and which groups together mobile phone manufacturers and service providers in partnership with the Basel Convention, produced five Technical Guidelines
 and an overall Guidance document which will be considered for adoption.
The eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention adopted the Nairobi Declaration on the environmentally sound management of electrical and electronic waste (e-waste). At the Bali meeting, the work programme mandated under the Nairobi Declaration on electrical and electronic waste will be considered and launched. 
 Another agenda item concerns the dismantling of obsolete ships. The Secretariat of the Basel Convention is involved in the negotiations of a new treaty, called the International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, under the auspices of the International Maritime Organization (IMO). The new legally binding agreement is intended to clarify the legal requirements for scrapping obsolete ships. The meeting will look at developing assessment criteria to review the new treaty so as to assess whether it establishes an equivalent level of control as the Basel Convention, which is a priority for the Basel Convention members. In particular, the new Convention should aim to protect human health and the environment while promoting sustainable ship recycling practices.
COP9 will also look at the status of its 14 Regional Centres worldwide, which support developing countries and countries with economies in transition with the implementation of the Convention.

COP9 will also consider further technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of mercury containing wastes, and on the environmentally sound management of used tyres, as well as outstanding issues concerning the environmentally sound management of certain persistent organic pollutants (POPs). 

A press briefing will take place in Jakarta on 21 May 2008 in the presence of HE Mr. Rachmatt Witoelar, State Minister for the Environment of the Republic of Indonesia, and Ms. Katharina Kummer Peiry, Executive Secretary, Secretariat of the Basel Convention.
Note to journalists: 
The 1989 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal has two pillars; first, it regulates the transboundary movements of hazardous and other wastes. Second, the Convention obliges its Parties to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner (ESM). To this end, Parties are required to minimize the quantities that are moved across borders, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to prevent or minimize the generation of wastes at source. Strong controls have to be applied from the generation of a hazardous waste to its storage, transport, treatment, reuse, recycling, recovery and final disposal. 

The Basel Convention has 14 Regional and Coordinating Centres, with one or more operating on every continent. The Centres develop and undertake regional projects, and deliver training and technology transfer for the implementation of the Convention under the direction of the Conference of the Parties and of the Secretariat of the Convention. Recent years have seen efforts under the Basel Convention to develop a global strategy for environmentally sound waste management. This included support to the launch of the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative, hopefully the first of several Strategic Partnerships in different areas of waste management.  

For more information please contact:
In Jakarta; Mr. Dida Gardera, Public Relations Manager, State Ministry Of Environment mobile: +62 812 189 2951, email: gardera@menlh.go.id, didagardera@yahoo.com
In Geneva; Ms. Nicole Dawe, Information Officer, tel: +41 22 917 82 20, email: Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch
Please also consult: www.basel.int and http://cop9.basel.int/

� 


1. awareness raising on design considerations, 


2. collection of used and end-of-life mobile phones, 


3. transboundary movement of collected mobile phones, 


4. refurbishment of used mobile phones, 


5. material recovery recycling of end-of-life mobile phones.






