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 Press Release

Roadmap Set for the Environmentally Sound Management of Electronic Waste in Asia-Pacific under the Basel Convention
Geneva/Tokyo 25 November 2005--  A regional programme of action for the Environmentally Sound Management (ESM) of Electronic and Electrical Wastes (e-waste) in the Asia-Pacific region was launched today, with the support of an initial pledge of USD 300,000 by the Japanese Government, concluding an inception workshop on the same theme which took place in Tokyo, Japan, on 21-25 November 2005. The event was hosted by the Government of Japan, in cooperation with the Secretariat of the Basel Convention and the Japanese National Institute for Environmental Studies. The workshop was organized within the framework of the Basel Convention Partnership Programme and the Pilot Project for the Environmentally Sound Management of e-waste in Asia-Pacific, which was presented at a side-event organized during the G8 Ministerial Conference on the 3Rs Initiative in Tokyo last April.
The goal of the programme of action is to enhance the capacity of countries in the region to manage e-waste in an environmentally sound way through the building of public-private partnerships and to prevent illegal traffic of hazardous e-waste. The programme is based on actions to be taken at the national and regional levels with the support of the Basel Convention Regional Centres in China, Indonesia, and in the South Pacific (SPREP-Samoa).  

The programme’s activities will center on:

-Assessing the current situation through the conduct of national inventories, establishing mechanisms for information exchange and monitoring the impacts of the management of e-waste on human health and the environment.

-Preventing illegal traffic and minimizing e-waste generation by establishing quantitative goals, introducing cleaner production measures, extended producer responsibility (EPR), and developing economic and regulatory incentives to stimulate best practices.

-Achieving the Environmentally Sound Management of e-waste by promoting the use of sound recycling technologies adapted to national specificities and developing appropriate methods for evaluation, testing, characterizing and classifying electrical and electronic wastes. 

-Awareness raising and training through the establishment of a regional information collection and dissemination clearing house accessible to all concerned stakeholders (eg. Governments, IGOs, industry, NGOs, municipalities, research institutions) in order to increase awareness and public participation on e-waste issues at all levels and develop training curricula for trainers. 
The programme was needed due to the rapid industrialization of a number of developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region which has led them to be commodity-dependent and needing to access large quantities of secondary raw materials. High quantities of used and end-of-life electronic wastes are therefore being exported to developing countries in this region for the purpose of re-use, repair, refurbishment, recycling and recovery of non-ferrous and precious metals at facilities which do not always operate in an environmentally sound manner. 

The workshop was opened by Her Excellency Ms.Yuriko Koike, Minister of Environment, Government of Japan, and was attended by over 100 participants from Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, Basel Convention Regional Centres (BCRCs), academia and research institutes, and industry.
 
Ms Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, the Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention said:

“The proper implementation of the Basel Convention ensures that hazardous e-waste be managed in an environmentally sound manner as it provides the tools for the transparency and traceability of e-wastes destined for recycling or recovery.”  She added that there is a need, therefore, to combine the development of international recycling systems of resources with a mechanism that is capable of providing information about and monitoring such systems to ensure their accountability and soundness. This, however, cannot be achieved without intensified efforts by the international community to help developing countries strengthen their capacity to implement the Convention. Ms Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto concluded: “ I therefore wish to express my deepest gratitude to the Government of Japan for hosting today’s workshop and for supporting the programme with a most significant initial pledge”. 
The Basel Convention is the world’s most comprehensive environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate management of hazardous and other wastes. The Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source. The Basel Convention has 14 Regional Centres. The BCRCs are located in Argentina, China, Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovak Republic, South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (Samoa), South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay. Their function is to deliver training, technology transfer, information, consulting and awareness raising activities on matters relevant to the implementation of the Basel Convention and to the Environmentally Sound Management of hazardous and other wastes in the countries they serve. 

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Ibrahim Shafii, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 8218 or Ibrahim.Shafii@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int 


