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 Press Release

Finland contributes 1,000,000 Euros to the Basel Convention 

Regional Centre for the Arab States located in Cairo, Egypt
Geneva/Nairobi/Helsinki/Cairo, 1 July 2005 — An agreement between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland and the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal was signed today settling a contribution of 1,000,000 Euros by the Finnish Government to the Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer (BCRC) for Arab States from 2005 to 2007.

The contribution goes towards the project “A Better Environment for Human Health and Well-Being” that will enhance hazardous waste management in Arabic speaking countries. The BCRC for Arab States was formally established as an independent legal entity through the conclusion of a Framework Agreement signed in October 2004, and is located at the University of Cairo. The countries served by the Centre are Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. Dr Mortada Murad El Aaref, Director of the Centre said: “This most generous contribution from Finland will enable the Centre to serve the countries affiliated to it in the best possible way and my deepest gratitude goes to the Government of Finland for it. This represents a very positive step for the Basel Convention Regional Centre in Cairo but also for other Centres as it further legitimizes the BCRCs’ role in technology transfer and support for the implementation of the Basel Convention through its Regional Centres”.
The Centre will provide cost-effective and efficient means of assisting countries in the region that do not have the resources and capabilities needed to implement the provisions of the Basel Convention.

The Basel Convention is the world’s most comprehensive environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate management of hazardous and other wastes. The Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

One of the important areas for work of the Basel Convention is the provision of technical and financial assistance, particularly through its 14 Regional Centres. The Basel Convention is the first global environmental agreement that has established Regional Centres. The Centres are well positioned to promote South-South cooperation, enhance local capacities and support the implementation of the Basel Convention. The BCRCs are located in Argentina, China, Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovak Republic, the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.


The Agreement was signed on 30 June 2005 by Mr Aapo Pölhö, Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland, and by Mrs. Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention.


Mrs. Kuwabara-Yamamoto said: “I wish to express my gratitude to the Government of Finland for this important contribution towards the environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes in Arabic speaking countries and the enhancement of the capacity of the Basel Convention Regional Centre in Egypt. This substantial contribution comes at the time when the sustainable financing of the all Regional Centres is vital”.

Mr. Aapo Pölhö, Director General, Africa and Middle East, Ministry for Foreign Affaires of Finland said: "Environmental issues, especially environmental protection are one of the priority areas in the Finnish development co-operation. I am very satisfied that the project "A Better Environment for Human Health and Well-Being" can now be implemented and I hope that the results of this work will serve the Arabic speaking world on their way to a sustainable future."

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Dawe, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int or Mr. Nelson Sabogal at +41-22 917-8212.


