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For media use only, not an official document

Press Release

Launch of Basel Convention
 Regional Centre 

for Training and Technology Transfer in Tehran

Geneva, Switzerland – 27 July 2005 


A Basel Convention Regional Centre was legally established today in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran. A Framework Agreement was signed by Ms. Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention and by H.E. Ms. Masoumeh Ebtekar, Vice President and Head of the Department of Environment, Islamic Republic of Iran.   

The Basel Convention Regional Centre (BCRC) in Tehran is one of 14 BCRCs around the world
. Its functions are to deliver training, technology transfer, information, consulting and awareness raising activities on matters relevant to the implementation of the Basel Convention and to the environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes in the countries it will serve, which are Bangladesh, Islamic Republic of Iran, The Maldives, Nepal and Pakistan.

The Regional Centre may also contribute to the promotion of a lifecycle approach to the management of hazardous materials through the coordinated implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. It will establish a regular line of communication with the neighbouring Basel Convention Regional Centres, using their expertise to conduct seminars, workshops, training courses and exhibitions and consulting them with a view to ensuring cooperation and coordination.
“The formal establishment of the BCRC in Tehran will greatly support the implementation of the Basel Convention in the region as well as the coordinated implementation of related Multilateral Environmental Agreements through mutually beneficial activities.” said Ms Kuwabara-Yamamoto. She added that the  Centre would assist countries in their quest for improving resource efficiency and the sound recycling or recovery of materials.

H.E. Ms. Ebtekar welcomed the creation of the Centre and underlined that  “it represents an important opportunity for the Islamic Republic of Iran to contribute to the implementation of the Basel Convention and sustainable development in the region“.

The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal is the only comprehensive global environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the generation, management, transboundary movements and disposal of hazardous and other wastes.

The Basel Convention regulates the transboundary movements of hazardous and other wastes and obliges its Parties to ensure that such wastes are managed in an environmentally sound manner. The Convention covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic and infectious wastes. Parties are also expected to minimize the quantities that are moved across borders, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to prevent or minimize the generation of wastes at source. It entered into force in 1992

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Dawe, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, on +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch or Michael Williams, UNEP Information Unit for Conventions on 41-79-409-1528 (cell) or Michael.Williams@unep.ch URL: www.basel.int
� Basel Convention on the Control of the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (www.basel.int)





� They are located in Argentina, China, Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovak Republic, South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (Samoa), South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.
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