DAILY BRIEFING 10 October 2000

Technical Working Group of the Basel Convention


Several technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes were discussed on the second day of the meeting.. 

Biomed and health care waste

Draft technical guidelines on biomedical and health care waste will be finalized by Germany in time for the next meeting. In particular, the definition of infectious waste will be clarified.


Plastic waste

Draft technical guidelines on plastic waste and their disposal will be redrafted by the Secretariat with a view to adoption at the next meeting.

Dismantling of ships

	

	Mr. Jan Johansen, Norway and Mr. Kees den Herder, the Netherlands drafting the guidelines on dismantling of ships


Lively debate was held on technical guidelines of the dismantling of ships. Draft guidelines were prepared by Norway with the assistance of the Netherlands and India. Questions were raised on partial dismantling of ships, illegal traffic and the environmentally sound management of ship dismantling on beaches. The International Maritime Organization (IMO), the International Labor Organization (ILO) and the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) will continue cooperating with the Parties of the Basel Convention in drafting these guidelines.

Lead acid batteries

The group also discussed the draft technical guidelines on lead acid batteries, which were prepared by Brazil. The Parties were invited to give further comments on this issue.

Hazard characteristics

The group began work on hazard characteristics. Denmark presented its work on H12, which deals with ecotoxicity.

Metal and metal compounds

At the end of the day, the group began discussions on technical guidelines on metal and metal compounds (prepared by Australia). 

(There will be a daily briefing every day of the technical and legal working groups.)

  

  

