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Note to the Press

Geneva and Ibadan 12/08/04 -COMMISSIONING OF NEW BUILDING FOR BASEL CONVENTION REGIONAL COORDINATING CENTRE FOR AFRICA IN IBADAN, NIGERIA.

The Honourable Minister of Environment of Nigeria, Col. Bala Mande (Rtd) officially commissioned the Basel Convention Regional Coordinating Centre -Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal- for Africa located in University of Ibadan, built with funds provided exclusively by the Federal Ministry of Environment.

The centre is to serve as centre of excellence for improved capacity building and service delivery at the regional level on hazardous waste issues and coordinating the training and technology transfer related activities carried out with the three Basel Convention Regional Centres hosted in South Africa, Senegal and Egypt.

The centre will provide adequate facilities for visiting scientists in the region to attend training workshops and partake in research programmes and technology development projects that will benefit the entire African region.

The official commissioning ceremony took place at the opening of the Regional Workshop on Successful Case Studies of Recycling, Reuse and Resource Recovery Methods towards the Environmentally Sound management of Hazardous Wastes and Implementation of Basel in Africa held from 9-12 August 2004, in Ibadan, Nigeria.

The workshop had participants from government institutions, industries and Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) from 12 twelve African countries and United Nations agencies
. 

The official commissioning of the Basel Convention Coordinating Centre building is an indication of the commitment of the Nigerian Government towards implementing the Basel Convention, which has as its aim the control of transboundary movement of hazardous waste and its disposal.

The Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous and their Disposal is the world’s environmental agreement on wastes. It covers 161 national governments and one integrated economic organization and aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects resulting from the inappropriate management of waste. The Basel Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. The Convention covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes, which are being move from one country to another. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to prevent or minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Appel, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Appel@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int or Michael Williams, UNEP Information Unit for Conventions, at +41 22 917 82 42 or +41 79 40 91 528 (cell), Michael.Williams@unep.ch

� The twelve countries are Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, South, Sudan, Tanzania Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.
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