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Note to the Press

Official launch of Basel Convention Regional Centre For Training and Technology Transfer for French Speaking Countries in Africa

Geneva, Switzerland 01/03/05 - A Basel Convention Regional Centre for Francophone Africa was officially launched today in Senegal following the signing of a Framework Agreement between the Secretariat of the Basel Convention
 and the Government of the Republic of Senegal.   

The Basel Convention is the world’s most comprehensive environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate management of hazardous and other wastes. The Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. It covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes that are being moved from one country to another. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

The core functions of the Regional Centre are to develop training programmes in the field of the environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes and to work on the transfer of environmentally sound technology and the minimization of the generation of hazardous wastes. 

The 13 Basel Convention Regional Centres are located in Argentina, China, Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovak Republic, the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (Samoa), South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.

Present at the signing were Ms Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention Secretariat and Ambassador Ousmane Camara for the Government of the Republic of Senegal.

Ms. Kuwabara-Yamamoto underlined that “capacity building is essential for the implementation of the Basel Convention” and added that the Centres play an important role in the management of hazardous waste in an environmentally sound manner.  

For Ambassador Camara “the legal establishment of the Centre represents an important opportunity for French speaking Africa to contribute to the Basel Convention process efficiently”.  “

Note to journalists: for additional information, please contact Nicole Dawe, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, at +41 22 917 82 20 or Nicole.Dawe@unep.ch or visit www.basel.int or Michael Williams, United Nations Environment Programme, at +41 22 917 82 42 or +41 79 40 91 528 (cell) or Michael.Williams@unep.ch

� Basel Convention on the Control of the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (www.basel.int)
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