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Basel Convention Coordinating Center 

for Asia and the Pacific

Department of Environmental Science and Engineering, 
Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P.R.China

           Tel: +86-10-62794351   Fax: +86-10-62772048

Mr. Nelson Sabogal

Chief, Convention Services and Governance Unit
Secretariat of the Basel Convention
International Environment House
13 - 15 Chemin des Anemones, CH - 1219 Chatelaine, Geneva, Switzerland
Tel.+41 22 917 8218; Fax +41 22 797 3454
Email: nelson.sabogal@unep.ch
Subject: Comments on the report on review of the implementation of the current strategic plan and new strategic framework of the Basel Convention of BCRC China
Dear Mr. Nelson Sabogal:

I would like to express many thanks for the efforts of SBC to the report on the review of the implementation of the current Strategic Plan (hereinafter referred to as “the report”). According to the Decision Ⅸ/3 of the ninth conference of the Basel Convention and taking into account the report, the following comments are kindly proposed by BCRC China based on the analysis on the report and “the Comments on the Development and Obstacles during the Implementation of the Strategic Plan” submitted by BCRC China in February 2009.
1. The comments on the report.

· The lack of the support of the sustainable financial mechanism has become the key obstacle of development of BCRCs to promote the implementation of the Basel Convention. In view of the importance of the funding to support the implementation of the Strategic Plan, the needs of the funding for BCRCs should be evaluated in the report, which will be helpful to provide the resource mobilization with the specific target. 

· The activities and projects on capacity building assist to promote the implementation of the Convention. In order to further promote and ensure the efficient implementation of the Convention, it is essential to evaluate the needs of capacity building for BCRCs on technology transfer, the development of methodologies and tools, which is helpful to enhance the ability of BCRCs and promote the roles of BCRCs on capability building.

· BCRC is one of the most important actors to implement the Convention. Although the report indicates that BCRCs carried out lots of activities and projects in some aspects such as technical assistance, information communication and delivery, synergy as well as capacity building, and some obstacles encountered by BCRCs, the report still should evaluate the existing difficulties and challenges in the process of implementing the Strategic Plan and analyze the deep reasons and constraint factors, which will be useful to play the active performance of BCRCs for implementation of the Convention.

· The contribution of the Strategic Plan towards the Convention has been mentioned in the report. Since the Strategic Plan is considered as key tool and compass for the Basel Convention in the report, it should be also essential to assess the effectiveness of implementing the Strategic Plan towards control of trans-boundary movement and environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes in the report, which are key objectives of the Convention.

2. The comments on the new strategic framework of the Basel Convention.
· BCRCs, as the important actors to implement the Basel Convention, did not play their regional functions fully because of the lack of sustainable financial resource. It is suggested that promotion of the roles of BCRCs should be one important component in the new strategic framework, the detailed plan on promoting the roles of BCRCs should be determined and the prior and independent fund for BCRCs should be established in the new strategic framework. 
· The Partnership Programme played active roles on discussing and exchanging views and experiences to promote the implementation of the Basel Convention. BCRC China suggests that the partnership programme should be strengthened and utilized in the new strategic framework as one important instrument to support the Basel Convention implementation and capacity building.
· The lack of specific definition of new types of wastes under Basel Convention, such as E-wastes, aroused much disputation and difficulties on the control of their transboundary movement, and brought a lot of environmental and health problems. Thus, it is suggested that the identification of E-wastes and their management of transboudary movement should be emphasized and be supported strongly in the new strategic framework.
· BCRC China agrees with the conclusion of “the fields of the Strategic Plan taken from the Basel Declaration continue to be the focus of the further implementation of the Basel Convention since the proposed actions were not implemented fully and in depth, despite of the ambitions and expectations of the Parties” proposed by SBC in the report. Many activities listed in the action table of current strategic plan (2000-2010) have not been carried out for the lack of financial support. It is suggested that the un-funded or un-finished activities/projects could be involved in the new strategic plan after further analyzing under the new situation and development trend.
Sincerely yours,
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